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FOREWORD
Dear reader,

Presented in this volume are a series of sermom#isof
Eminence Archbishop Hovnan Derderian, Primate & th
Western Diocese of the Armenian Church of North Aoze
Archbishop Derderian’s unique writing style is rastly in-
spirational but it also allows the reader to takglimpse at
his captivating spirituality. The essence of them@te’s
spirituality is most evident in his writings duririige periods
of the Great Lenten journey and the Holy Week.

The moving sermons date back to the early yeahssof
Primacy at the Western Diocese. Carefully selectbd,
volume includes the Primate’s Christmas and E&temons,
his Pastoral Letters to his fellow Diocesan clerggmand
his addresses at numerous Diocesan and externidios
among many others. Throughout his pastoral tendis,
Eminence has been a staunch proponent of puttimgs on
Christian faith to work and has often called on floek of
Christ to be the “Hands of the Almighty” in our gdy life.
In his sermons, the spiritual leader of one of wmld’'s
largest Dioceses of the Armenian Apostolic Churithdas
to humility as a virtue in the Christian faith.

The depth of each sermon is revealed through tlel-Ar
bishop’s love and passion for Christ, our Lord, Arenenian
Apostolic Church, the Motherland and the Armeniaopie.
As evident in his writings, the Primate is not c#ant to
address the contemporary challenges facing a pnetite
Armenian Apostolic Church. However, he also offéis
insight to better meet such challenges by callipgruhis
brothers in Christ to remain steadfast in theirestr@al Chris-
tian faith, to lead prayerful lives and to incorgi& the tea-
chings of our Savior in their daily lives.
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| hope that this collection of the Primate’s sens will
not only nourish and enrich your spirituality, il become a
calling to serve Christ, our Lord and Savior withemewed
sense of commitment and humility.
In Christ,

Sergey Arustamyan

April 25, 2013

13



CHRIST IS BORN

As Christians we await the blessed birth of the §bn
God with great anticipation. In the miracle of tBath of
Christ our Lord we envision the horizon beyond tiared
space. It is in the birth of Christ our Lord that are able to
be reborn spiritually.

Man very often experiences weaknesses and temptatio
in his journey towards God. The Birth of our LomtdaSavior
enables us to envision the light that shines onpthi of
Emmaus. It is this light that transfigures the bffemankind,
reinstating our life once again in the path towaedsl.

One of the contemporary Christian writers Henry/J.
Newman inspires us with a wonderful spiritual refien as
he speaks about the search of God that explaingrdiee
meaning of spiritual rebirth in Christ. “So | sayyou, seek
God and discover Him and make Him a power in yidfer |
Without Him all of our efforts turn to ashes and sunrises
into darkest nights. Without him, life is a mearness drama
with the decisive scenes missing. But with Him we able
to rise from the fatigue of despair to the buoyantyope.
With Him we are able to rise from the midnight of
desperation to the daybreak of joy. St. Augustias wght —
“We were made for God and we will be restless umifind
rest in Him”

Christ is born. Blessed is the Birth of Christ.

For us Christians, the birth of Christ is the gesat
miracle and the source of spiritual strength. Witthie vast
universe God is the source of inspiration for ainkind. In
the incarnation of Jesus Christ, God descends freaven to
transform the souls of men and to deliver them fribra
perils of darkness, leading them to Himself in aig@l
journey and making men pacemakers and role modettié
good life. This man, the creature of God, emanttedight
of the Creator.
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Our world is confronted with numerous challenges.
Under the watchful eye of God we are able to achieew
accomplishments. Yet human suffering, hunger anitth
both physical and spiritual prevail and the peofiglarkness
increase. The birth of Christ is the divine Grdtat awakens
in us the consciousness to walk with Him and te live life
that the Disciples of Christ and the saints of @leurch
lived. Faith in the Son of God will make it possitbbr Christ
to be born within us.

The late Catholicos of All Armenians Karekin | déssed
memory says: They are not saints who refrain from entering
life for fear of encountering evil.... They are rsatints who
remain in their individual isolation, motionlessdhidle, and
reduce their lives, with the emptiness of theirlsoto a
desert where marshes do not exist because there wgater
at all.... What saintliness is there in those hatfus never
touch life? While on the contrary, what sacred chagma-
nates from those hands that though are dipped somgtin
the mire of life but do not get soiled; they comé urified
and more beautiful

Christ is born. Blessed is the Birth of Christ.

The Birth of Christ becomes the blessing for spait
joy only when we as Christians, the Church andctiramu-
nity of the faithful, make sanctity the purpose amdsion of
our lives. Our world thirsts for spiritual rebirt@ur ancestors
have bequeathed us to uphold their legacy andribnzee to
live in God, led by the light that emanates frora tospels;
to stay in communion with our ancestors whose Beesi for
their Christian faith inspires us to live our lilgf faith
anchored on the rock of Holy Etchmiadzin.

Dear faithful children of the Armenian Apostolic @hh:

Let your hearts become the City of Bethlehem where
Christ will be reborn. | urge you to enrich youmngfe with
new commitments and vows, making the service of thed
path of your lives. Let us strengthen our Diocegt wnified
efforts, with our many churches, schools, and mnatio
institutions, which are gifts from above and brigigleat lead
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us to God. Let us greet one another with warm beart
enriched with the mystery of Christ’s Birth and lwihe love
to transfigure our God-given lives.

Christ is born. Blessed is the Birth of Christ.

Christmas, 2006
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AND WHEN THE SPIRIT RESTED UPON
THEM, THEY PROPHESIZED

These words are recorded in the Book of Numbers and
speak to us about the elders of Israel, who weosea by
God to bear the burden of the people. The same sword
certainly can reflect the inner movement of ourrtseeand
souls as we all witness the ordination of fourteleacons
into priesthood, who have responded to God’s tahd the
spirit rests upon them and they will prophesize.”

This very day marks a new beginning in the spititdia
of our candidates to the priesthood. Dear Deactbmsugh
the ordination into the priesthood you are transkg into a
new life, a life immersed in God, a life immerseddhrist, a
life which reflects the gifts of the Holy Spirit.

Priesthood is the most rewarding gift from God. 3do
who respond to God’s call become apostles in theyard of
God, our Lord. They become the spiritual tools amfel and
miracle in the Hands of the Almighty in the life lmimanity.

“When the spirit rested upon them, they prophesized
Today the Holy Spirit rests upon Charles, Robehomas,
Abel, Melissa, Richard, Patricia, Ruth, Maria, $arandrew,
Neil, Richard and Mary and enriches them with devimis-
dom to lead their God-entrusted flocks and futfikir duties
and responsibilities with prudence and with thétligmana-
ting from the life of Christ our Lord. Filled witthe power of
the Spirit and armed with the light of Christ yae a&alled to
become prophets for your flocks. Prophets are thaise
bear the light and the wisdom of the Almighty Gdie
Creator of the Universe. Prophets are those whalale to
enlighten the spiritual lives of mankind with satyctand
with the vision of the new dawn. Prophets are thobe
through their prayerful life are able to become fuiden
bridge between God an humanity.

The life-giving and inspiring words of the Psalmigtl
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instill a new spirit in your beind:Vindicate me, O God, and
plead my cause against an ungodly nation; Oh, defiime
from the deceitful and unjust man! For You are th@od of
my strength; Why do You cast me off? Why do | gouno
ning because of the oppression of the enemy? Ohdsaut
Your light and Your truth! Let them lead me; Let &m
bring me to Your holy hill And to Your tabernacl@hen | will
go to the altar of God, To God my exceeding joy;daon
the harp | will praise You, O God, my God. Why ayeu
cast down,0O my soul? And why are you disquieted within
me? Hope in God; for | shall yet praise Him, The lpeof
my countenance and my GddPsalm 43

My dear fellow brothers and sisters in Christ, tgda
with the ordination into the priesthood, you ardeeng
through the doorway of a New Life. | firmly belietieat led
with the power of the Holy Spirit the priest becanibe
spiritual transformer of human lives in the life thle com-
munity, the source of true joy, and the inspirattrough
the services rendered to the members of the contynumit
above all, the messenger of the Good News, whidhbei
attained by the people only when we live the messad) the
Gospels:

“Rejoice in the Lord always; again | will say, Refm.
Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The Lsd
near. Do not worry about anything, but in everythlgnby
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let youequests
be made known to God. And the peace of God, whigh s
passes all understanding, will guard your hearts dagour
minds in Christ Jesus. Finally, beloved, whatever true,
whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whateverpure,
whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendablehére is
any excellence and if there is anything worthy ofase,
think about these things. Keep on doing the thingpat you
have learned and received and heard and seen in arel
the God of peace will be with ydu(Philippians 4:4-9)

Christ our Lord is the good shepherd. Christ remamn
be the spiritual strength for all priests who aaed to serve
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God and humanity. A priest’s life cannot be differéhan
the pattern of the life of our Lord: a life of siee, a sacrificial
life reflected in sufferings, a renewed life in thietorious
resurrection of Christ. In as much as the ordimatd our
beloved brothers and sisters into the priesthoadsehem
into a New Life, today we all become partakersha $pirit
of renewal. | firmly believe that ordinations alsansform
the life of Christ's church. With the ordination aur
brothers and sisters the Church is strengthenbdrimission
and the name of God is praised and glorified.

My Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,

You are called to live your lives with Christ anus
you are given the gift of the spirit. Remember Wards of
our Lord, addressed to you and us all.

“If 1, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet,
you also ought to wash one another’s feet. For Ieagiven
you an example that you also should do as | haveneldo
you.” (John 13:14-15)

St. Paul, the apostle, the illuminator of the sarld the
minds of the pagans gave his burning and passidonageto
the first Christians and through his martyrdom 8ame
message of love penetrated into the hearts ofdthewfers:
“I have neither silver nor gold, but | give you whahave”
(Acts 3:6).

Priesthood is a journey of a unique life. Alongsideing on
our journey God is with us and is holding us higlpriest’s
spiritual journey is the most joyous and rewardifgy The
priest is the life-giving spiritual presence, wisccalled to be
an icon of Christ making real God’s presence inetbsembly of
(His) people. During the journey you are all chadjed with
countless tribulations and temptations. In Chrisha we
will endure them and strengthen our calling and rmament
in the service of humanity with holiness.

Today we are witnessing in the hearts of our phissd-
candidates the miracle of change. You are changdidtén
to God’s call. You are changed to enlighten the of the
faithful. You are changed to create and becomereators
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to God. This change flares up in your being onlyerehwe
learn to pray with Christ our Lord. Priests als@dé¢he pra-
yers of their people, as Karl Rahner said it rigtyf—

“So, my dear friends,

Pray for him, carry him,

So that he might be able

To sustain others

By bringing to them

The mystery of God’s love

Revealed in Jesus Christ

In closing | would like to thank His Grace Bishophd
Bruno, Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of Los Aegelfor
providing me with this honor to be the humble pheacon
the historic occasion of the ordination of fifteeandidates
into the order of the priesthood. Bishop Jon Brhas been
an outstanding religious leader in the ecumeniaalilly, a
great friend of all with a heart full of outpouringve and
compassion, and above all with the unifying spatigtrength in
all movements. Today | congratulate you, my deathar in
Christ, on this blessed occasion of the ordinatdnyour
deacons into the priesthood. | also would like xteed my
special greetings to the presiding bishop of thes&gpalian
Diocese, The Most Rev. Frank T., Griswold, pregjdaishop
of the Episcopal Church.

It is a fact that the relationship between our wir-
ches, the Armenian Apostolic Church and the Epiatop
Church, has been strong and cordial. Your recept ttr
Armenia and the Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzinisoa
reflection of the long-standing fellowship betwette two
churches. My dear brothers and sisters in Chrisar gand
distinguished religious leaders and faithful, tdesy will be
earmarked in the history of the religious communitigh
true joy and inspiration, as we witness the ordamadf the
fourteen deacons into the order of the priesthaed.us all
pray to God the Almighty to fill their hearts, sew@nd minds
of the ordained priests with the power of the H8lgirit,
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strengthen them with good services rendered ta twn-

munities, grace them with the abundance of divireray

make them true apostles in God’s vineyard, andtgieem

prudent hearts so that they may be able to live &atiserve
the community with a renewed spirit, but abovdeall by the
power of the Holy Spirit may prophesize for the Maing

of their faithful.

January 16, 2006

21



CELEBRATING THE RENEWAL
OF OUR CHRISTIAN SPIRITUALITY

Today's reception has become a tradition in the &f
this Diocese, and is now expanding to the othetspafrthe
Diocese as well. We are truly happy and thankful tfee
Ladies’ Auxiliary of the Central area for takingghnitiative
in hosting the event for the 3rd time since my tbecas
Primate of the Western Diocese.

The goal of this fellowship is threefold. The pripa
goal is to celebrate the renewal of our Christipmitsiality
with the birth of Christ our Lord. Second, to eatkithe past
year’'s missions and projects of this Diocese, bowa all to
foresee the future of this Diocese.

My dear brothers and sisters in Christ, Christ boird
continues to be the foundation of our God-giveredivOur
Christian faith is once again strengthened throubis
fellowship. It is the time to give thanks to Godr four
achievements of the past year in the Western Deodewvill
be literally impossible to enumerate the countlastvities
all of which are aimed towards strengthening thenftations
of the Armenian Apostolic Church on this blessed eb
America. Our success was possible with the equaicpma-
tion of the pastors, members of the Diocesan Chusnad all
those faithful who have worked hard and have gigene-
rously for a stronger Diocese.

However it is important to note that there is yetcim to
be done to be able to attain a Christian life B fitllest
sense: educating our children and fulfilling oustpeal duties
and responsibilities. For as human beings we wilhgs fall
short of perfection. St. Augustine has sdi@od Himself is
perfection, and we are only relatively pertédtherefore our
lives are a journey towards perfection. God-willthg coming
year will be exciting for us all. This Diocese wdkpand on
many levels with the recruitment of new candidaed the
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assignments of new priests to communities. Thissiwms
will succeed with true devotion and with generond aub-
stantial donations by certain individuals and msions. The
construction of the Cathedral, the vision of thed&ise and
her faithful for many years, has begun to matemaliThe
overlaying of the facade of the Diocesan Completh Wwufa
stones is already complete, and in the next fewthsothe
actual construction will also begin.

Alongside the construction of the Cathedral, maaw n
churches are being constructed within the Westeotd3e:
St. Gregory Church in Pasadena, St. John Garabedlip-
wood, Phoenix, Scottsdale, Palm Desert and Seattle.

Many church communities have acquired new profgertie
and have launched plans for location to new amgbtdacilities.
These parishes include San Diego, Arizona, andMegss.

In the realm of expansion within the past two years
series of our newly established parishes have dyjreagun
to celebrate Divine Liturgy on a regular basis,luding
Burbank, Whittier, La Canada and Santa Clarita.

Religious education has taken new flight on a varod
levels. The Christian Education Council has undemnathe
enhancement of our Sunday school curriculum. We leen
able to reach a large number of faithful throughgieus
education. Over 40 books have been published inp#st
three years and over 50 publications have beemethifor
the next two years. These are not merely wordsfauis.

The subcommittees of the Western Diocese are wgrkin
with exceptional devotion for the progress of thaissions.
They include the ACYO, the Ladies’ Auxiliary, thée®ard-
ship Committee, the Cathedral Committee, and maingrs.
Some have already established new missions of ol It
is impossible to give a detailed account of theeeixbf our
activities.

My dear faithful in Christ, | thank God for thislifavship
and once again | commit myself to the service o io-
cese. | cherish the words of St. Paul “For meu® i Christ.”
Continue to live your God-given life with the faithf our
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forefathers. Continue to uphold the traditionshe Armenian
Apostolic Church. But above all reflect in yourds com-
passion and patience for the Armenian Apostolic r€inu
which during the past 100 years has traversed mahbulent
years. We realize that the needs awaiting us arseimse.
We also realize that we have the obligation to eadpto the
many and countless issues challenging us. All esehwill
be addressed with true faith, genuine love, muinderstan-
ding between the faithful of the Armenian Apostdliburch,
but above all with patience.

Patience is a virtue. Remember well the words oftida
Luther King, Jr. as he addressed his peopledy not be able
to see the peak of the mountain, but my childrealgwill.”

All issues pertaining to our church, whether liiaed,
linguistic or other, will eventually be solved gtedly. Cer-
tain issues will be addressed by the Synod of Rishbow-
ever other issues will be addressed by the pebplagelves.
Again, remember the words of Martin Luther King, ‘Jris
not what the world is doing for the African Amengdut what
the African Americans are doing for their people.”

Exciting times are ahead of us. It is rejuvenatargl
spiritually uplifting to witness the genuine intsteof our
people for change. Change does not happen withudayey
alone. Change does not happen with the shortemisgraces.
Change comes from the heart. Change comes wherawe p
take and put our hands in the work of creating\a cleurch.

Therefore | leave you all my love, my deep and exiac
respect, but above all my willingness to alwaysthere in
your service for the Mother See of Holy Etchmiadand for
the glory of God.

February 11, 2006
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SERVICE IS THE RADIANCE
OF THE LIFE OF CHRIST

The New Year which begins with the Birth of Chiista
miraculous blessing and a challenge in the fullseeof the
word, to a New Life.

Dear children of the Armenian Apostolic Church,feel a
moral duty to share with you our contemplations the
threshold of the New Year, with a brief glance irdgor
spiritual service during the past three years, lmctv you all
have a part. Furthermore, we feel the need to shigheyou
our vision and plans for the future, so that thesi&t@ Diocese
of the Armenian Church prospers in her missionstambmes
the foremost institution from the altars of whicle wreach
the Gospel of Christ, the testimony of our foreéasy the
lessons and messages that enlighten our preseritatfitions
of the Armenian Christian family, love towards ddother
Language, respect towards Armenian history, with ¢bn-
sciousness and fear of God to live our God-givéa with
utmost wisdom.

Since our election in 2003 we embarked upon theadem
ding journey that was entrusted to us, with thep hahd
support of the clergy, Diocesan Council, parisHesjies’
Auxiliary, ACYO, benefactors and the faithful.

We wish to point out only the main aspects whichieve
particularly noticeable within the life of the Diesan life:
administrative delegations, appointment of clenggligious
missions, the establishment of new parishes, airaonis
effort to raise funds for the Mother Cathedral, anceorga-
nization of official and ecumenical relations. Wavh provi-
ded detailed accounts of all these activities alaidy basis,
both through the Mother Church newsletter and otbens
of media. When we take a retrospective look upoatviias
been accomplished, we see more clearly that tHd 6é
service before us has expanded even further artdthiea

25



main points of focus lying before us for the upcogiyear
will be the following:

To prepare and train a large number of clergy, inbta
permanent sites for our new parishes, the admetiger
reorganization of our Diocesan offices, the intBoaiion of
the spiritual and prayerful life on all levels, teepansion of
new missions including the prison ministry and hiagvisi-
tations, the strengthening of the youth, and aetlasid per-
manent relationship with the Mother See of Holyhat@dzin.

Glory to God for all the graces granted to us. oda
extend our warm words of appreciation to thoseviddials
who have graced us with their service in the Dianes
Council for the past 25 years, who although havenbe
acknowledged individually, have never been giventtbnor
of a collective acknowledgement. We wish to mentibe
names of each of them so that together we may atrigte
them for their service at the completion of thisl@ss with
heartfelt applause. If the Diocese today has aachear and
identity, it is thanks to the clergy and members tioé
Diocesan Council who have served under the leagerth
the former Primates. It is our heartfelt prayet thyathe will
of God you continue your service towards the Arraeni
Apostolic Church.

We wish to particularly remember also those whoehav
served on the Diocesan Council but are no longén ws.
We would like to emphasize that we have declaredytar
2006 as the Year of Service so that we all dedicatselves
to the prosperity of the Diocese. We extend outitjide to
the clergy of the Diocese serve who collectivelythwthe
condition that one is for all and all is for one.eWhust
endure, so that the spirit of collective servideeganew flight
and we may pull our parishes out of isolation ami ian
inter-community life.

Let us all live our God-given life with faith andgyer
and turn the spirit of dedication into the symbbbar lives.
Glory to a life that has become meaningful withftath of our
forefathers; glory to God for your love and blespegsence.
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CHRIST IS RISEN FROM THE DEAD

“He is not here, but is riseri! (Luke 24:4

“And you are the witness of these thingg¢Luke 24:48)

The good news of the Miraculous Resurrection of our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ once again reachedl as a
beacon of light, as a call to the entire world todgafaith and
a new spiritual life; “And you are the witnesses tbése
things.” Truly the Feast of the Resurrection of i€hnot
only reawakens within our spirituality the consa@nass to
relive the mystery of the Divine Resurrection, buén more
so, to become the witnesses of the life of Chnst @specially
His Resurrection. The Resurrection of Christ is whenate
reality that adorns our human spirit, because ad Hee
Apostle says; If Christ has not risen, your faith is futile’
(I Corinthians 15:15).

“He is not here, but is riseri! (Luke 24:4 “And you are
the witnesses of these thirngg¢Luke 24:48). For the Armen-
ian Christian, the Feast of the Resurrection isféast of a
“greater life.” Through our sacred religious ritke funda-
mental truth that the Resurrection of Christ is leev dawn
of our spiritual life is further rooted within usince “through
his Resurrection he transcended sin, and all @#nanl to do
with this death.” Thus, the Feast of the Resuroectof
Christ becomes true on the day, when not only oeectis
rerooted, but above all when we become the witseskeélis
Resurrection. This is precisely where emphasis lé&Eeol
upon the Church. The Church, as the congregatiothef
Believers of Christ, as part of its presence amhtifly, has
an obligation to speak of and peach the Resurreabio
Christ; to unceasingly deliver the message of €srisospels,
and to make certain That the life of the Christiagividual
and the community is a testimony of the ResurreaticChrist.
We will become the witnesses of Christ's Resurcgctinly
when we partake in his sacrifices. In other womdsen we
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know how to fill our lives with sacrifice, turningur path of
life towards Christ.

The miraculous Resurrection of Christ is the fedghe
renewed church. The Resurrection of Christ is @nerdof a
new life within every Christian. We are the onesowhill
construct the new church, with our own hands, st e
may give the testimony of Christ's Resurrectionr @dividual
life has the thirst for renewal, as is our commuif@lwithin
the Church, our life of service, both national aiodthe
Church. But, above all, our lives within the famitp raise
our children entrusted to us by God, is nothing the
example of the life of Christ.

The miraculous Resurrection of Christ conveys tofl
us the message to transfigure our spiritual livesugh the
strength of prayer and to embark upon the God-pigas
mission to cultivate our spirit. The God-pleasingsion to
cultivate our spirit begins in our individual lifellowed by a
unity of the faithful through love. The more thalividual is
strengthened in his life of prayer, the more passiely he
testifies about the Resurrection of Christ. The enthe
Christian community love, the more that communiégzdmes
not only a strong testimony of the Resurrectioi€Cbfist, but
above all a strong presence for all those who tstrseyed
from the path of light and suffer in darkness. Qalvation
and strength is in our spiritual life. The Churshobliged to
constantly renew herself, thus becoming a presdhate
maintains pace with contemporary times. It is owssage
that the children of the Church remain firm in th€hristian
faith because our nation has been reborn in thdt fay
turning Christianity into the splendor of her dpifor that same
faith our nation has accepted the greatest diviifte tipe
Armenian Alphabet, and through it has eternalizesl Holy
Bible with Armenian words. The children of our Ctiurwith
this communion, have continued to live their Goekgilives.

We have reached the point in history when eventgrea
challenges have risen before us and now we hawabtigation
to overcome. We will continue to uphold, even & tost of
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our lives, the legacy of our forefathers, who haeen sanc-
tified through their martyrdom. The legacy of ounr{Stian

faith and doctrine, the Motherland and Holy Etchdaia,

our language, our national heritage, culture, histand most
importantly our right for the recognition of the ii@eide. The
Armenian Church will be demolished when we are atae

to pass these messages on to our youth.

The Christian faith cannot be anchored upon thg-tes
mony of the Resurrection of Christ if it is not ted in our
Motherland, Holy Etchmiadzin, as well as the saégedenian
legacies, culture and history. These facets prabenselves
as a cornerstone of the Christian faith. In otherds, they
are God-given graces which strengthen our faitheyTare
graces in the sense of challenges, as to what tewierare
able to live our Christian faith through our acsoim order
that we may become partakers in the crucifixionCairist
and to gain the right to testify about the Resuioecof
Christ. The mystery of the Resurrection of Chrigytbecomes
a testimony when the Resurrection of Christ is egped
through our lives.

Dear faithful live the Feast of the Resurrectiocéhese
its mystery is the mystery of the true life. Theadls us to
live life striving for perfection, as Christ himéaays “...be
perfect, as your Heavenly Father is perfect.” Tleadt of
Resurrection is a day of pilgrimage. It is the deay to
eternal life. It is the feast of our renewed liiteis the breath
of peace and the spring, which plant harmonioughlkerbood
among nations. It is the Feast of Holy Etchmiadamd,
finally, the day of the victory of the Christiantfa

“Christ is risen from the dead “He is not here, but is
risen!” (Luke 24:4)“And you are the witnesses of these
things.” (Luke 24:48)

February 28, 2006
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ARMENIAN GENOCIDE

“The agony of the Armenian Genocide does not lagk an
evidence or any distortioh.
Arnold J. Toynbee

The commemoration of the victims of the Armeniar Ge
nocide is the spiritual reawakening of all Armersiaround
the world. We all live in a world where truth angsiice is
suppressed. However, the spirit to fight for freedmontinues
to be the destiny of our nation.

Today’s commemoration on the campus of USC and at
all gatherings worldwide challenges us with theereal of
the spirit to embrace the vision of the victimstbé first
genocide of the 20th century. The author of thekBiddroverbs
instills in the depths of our hearts and souls dtrength to
enrich our lives with the undying will to guard oidentity:
“Where there is no vision, people die.” Martin LekhKing
Jr. inspires us all with a similar vision, as hm&elf inspires
his people with the undying hope and struggle distige.

“lI may not get there with you, but | want you towno
tonight that as a people we will get to the Promikand”

As sons and daughters of the Armenian nation aad th
Church, we will get to the Promised Land only with
committed heart, with the vision to uphold the Hadtf our
forefathers, with the vision to embrace justicethwihe
undying hope and love for our culture and histavith the
vision of excellence in our academic life, with theal to
become leaders of the world, leaders in the palitend
spiritual lives of world’s nations. Our voice witle heard
only when we are strong in our fight, committecour love
for another, and firm in our Christian faith. Godshgraced
us all with the Independent Armenia. The Church #rel
nation will only conquer when new stars are bornalh
domains of humanity, who will not only bring pride the
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nation, but will also inspire the new generationghwthe
Armenian spirit.

As a spiritual leader and as a servant of God agd m
nation, | renew my calling to bring justice to thietims of
the Genocide and | invite you all to make the vowpass on
the torch to your peers and the future youth toeom

Ninety-one years ago, the Ottoman Turks massacred a
million and a half Armenians. Their memory is conmoeated
today. Decades ago, Martin Luther King Jr., in @dding to
his own people challenged us all with the followimgrds:

“l am aware of current events. | know everything you
are telling me about what the white man is doingthe
Negro. Now tell me: what is Negro doing for hinfgelf

Therefore, my dear youth, in the name of the martyr
address you. Strengthened with your presence, initomyself
to the Armenian Question and call on you all totouare to
live as good citizens of this blessed country amed tle
guardians of the Christian faith and the Armenideantity
always remembering the words of the English hiatori
Toynbee: “The agony of the Armenian Genocide daoats n
lack any evidence and distortions.”
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CHURCH UNITY BEFORE 2050

“The quest for unity drove me (as it has so mamgis)
closer to the source of our faith: Jesus Chris$, Glospel and
the constitutive tradition of His Church. As yownar closer
to that source, the vision of Christian unity séskyou with
great clarity...”

These most inspiring words reflect the faith, hied the
vision of a distinguished church leader who for many
decades dedicated his life to the unity of the Chufirmly
believed in the commitment to that cause, and iedpinany
with the same zeal. Throughout his life the latehGlcos
Karekin | had been engaged in numerous ecumenioaé-m
ments. During his training as a priest, and laseamm ordained
priest of the Armenian Apostolic Church, he wasvaty
engaged in the ecumenical movement on an interratio
level. With his own words the ecumenical movememd a
meetings have become the impact for the “profourmic-
tion that the cause of Christian unity was inselpigrinked
with the renewal for the Church.”

As a servant of Christ | have always admired him, h
ministry, and leadership in the ecumenical circlésr the
past three decades, having been involved in thenecical
life myself, mostly in the United Kingdom during ragademic
years at the University of Oxford, later a pastod apiritual
leader of the Armenian Church in Canada, and ptlsen
the United States, at the Western Diocese, | apmtio cherish
the same spirit with the same conviction and theowi of
being able to foresee that it is only through mutwader-
standing, respectable dialogue, and true Chridbaa that
churches can grow as one body.

Therefore, to my understanding we can only achibee
unity of the Church in the coming decades when ageh
already embraced that vision in our lives. We caiseparate
preaching from practice. Preaching the Word of Gloduld
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be deeply rooted in our daily actions and refleatedur

relationship with our faithful and through our unddional

love, care and compassion for our brothers anersistt is
not permissible for a Christian to say: “I can pfayyou, but
not with you.” The unity of the church is born iretfellowship
of a prayerful life. Unity is attained only wheretimembers
of the church of Christ are able to grasp the §icamce of
praying together, thus realizing the unity of theich.

The message of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ set
forth a direction for us all, which we should adlagt, follow
and fulfill. “Go, therefore and make disciples b&tnations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of3be and
of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe akittlh have
commanded you,” (Mathew 28). Any move that threatie
unity of the Church should be addressed propesyeeially
in this age when Christianity is challenged evewyrtby such
popular books as “The Da Vinci Code”. The Gospeluth
always remain for us the unifying force and strangs the
sons and daughters of Christ's Church. And all ¢ha$o
follow the messages of Christ our Lord should dédfdiate
between the principles of the Christian faith frtme inter-
pretations of the Christian faith.

In my presentation, | will focus on the messag€hbfist,
our Lord, which in itself reflects His life and nmtry of
presence. | will then make a short retrospectiveere of the
history of Christianity, and finally focus on theatlenges of
today which threaten the foundations of Christianit

|. The Message of Christ, our Lord

As Christians we all have the noble obligation darh
about the life of Christ, and His Divine presentghie life of
humanity through the Incarnation. We all are catledive a
Christian life in following and fulfilling the reqrements put
forth for the cultivation of our Christian charact€hristianity
is not merely a philosophy. Christianity is the walylife,
which became the calling and the vocation of thihé&ra of
the church, who gave their lives as martyrs with Wsion
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and the understanding that the Incarnation of €hoar
Lord, has paved the way for us all to find our wayGod.
Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ lived a very hanilbé.
As the Son of God, He was approachable to all. iyl la
holy life and inspired his Disciples and the pecplerounding
Him to live a similar life. He preached the Word®@bd and
invited His Disciples to become the vessels of \therd of
God. He preached in parables to make His messages m
comprehensible, with images taken from daily litaus
making His Parables the mirror of life.

The late Archbishop of Canterbury Michael Ramsey an
astounding religious figure, who has transfiguree hearts,
souls and minds of thousands with his exemplaryisan
way of life, has left us all an important legacgwhto be a
Christian.

In his own words, “To be a Christian does not m&an
be ‘on the side of Christianity, like one who sopis a
movement or approves a cause. It means the sulbmissi
self to Christ, and the sharing in the life of amily.

Christ is the vine, and you are one of the brancHesy
Communion, prayer, and the Bible are ways in wi@itiist
can keep you united to Him; and these are wondejftd,
involving stupendous demands. You cannot bypas€itiuech;
you are part of its scandal, unless you are segtngself to
be part of its glory.”

This reflection in itself gives us a deeper underding
of Michael Ramsey’'s perception of the Christianthfawhose
vision for the unity of the Church has left a gréapact
during the 60’s and 70’s, and he, himself, becane af the
spiritual components of the ecumenical life andlitated
many new bridges between East and West and amaligst
Christian churches. His perception of the unityGifrist's
church was the result of his true Christian idgntite firmly
believed in Christianity. He was not “on the sid&€ o
Christianity. He was source of the movement withiz Church.
He humbled for Christ, became one in Christ, andted
others to be followers of his credo.
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Much could be said about Christ and ChristianitgwH
ever the most important aspect to take into coreiga is the
notion of change. Christ came to this world to g®fives,
He transfigured in order that we may transfigure spiritua-
lity. With this in mind, all other factors that traten the unity
of Christ's Church should be eliminated with wisdamith the
love of Christ, and with our faith in God.

To my understanding those who do not learn andipeac
the Christian faith in their everyday lives, arersmanclined
to be engaged in issues deviating from the spirithe
Gospels and the messages of Christ, our Lord. ity is
the living faith. For 2000 years, generations hameched
their spirituality by nourishing their souls, minagsd spirits
with the life of Christ and the messages emandtiog the
Gospels. Christianity should become the spiritualald of
life. We know well the importance of bread for thestenance
of our physical body, which gives the necessargngfth to
live. The same also applies to spiritual nourishim&hrough
our baptism, we are challenged to live with thaonsof a
life in Christ, a life with our fellow brothers arsisters in
Christ, a life becoming a part of Christ’s church.

Therefore one cannot possibly have the vision dafyun
for the coming decades without living a Christide, lwithout
inspiring others to live a Christian life, withobaving the
vision to become a spiritual tool for the unity fGhrist's
Church.

Il. Retrospective Reflections on the History of Christinity.

Throughout history, Christianity has been challehiyg
countless circumstances, be it political, sociaj above all
theological. One cannot separate these circumsandé
theological arguments are somehow influenced biopot-
tical approaches. As we look into the history ofri€tianity
we realize that with ongoing conflicts and inteisseiggles
between communities, Christianity has paved the ¥Veay
other religions to grow. If only we listen to theovd of
Christ our Lord, “I am the Way, the Truth and thée|” then
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we would learn to be more careful, distancing owed from
circumstances, which not only weaken, but alsoatiere the
foundations of the Christian Church. The first eeamal
councils, those of Nicaea, Constantinople, and &i)eclearly
defined the credo, our faith in God. The more lehatudied
the history of Christianity, the closer | have belawn to
the Gospels.

When we look closely at the history of Christianiye
realize that philosophical approaches have alwags ltraps
for unforeseen arguments. Therefore seminars anéremces
as such are important tools to reawaken in us thestian
spirit, the presence of Christ, and the commitneriive as
Christians.

“The trend toward ecumenism has been a part and
parcel of the church from its very beginning. I theeply
spiritual, extremely moving and tremendously chmagjlag
seventeenth chapter of the Gospel of St. Johnew@strue
source in one of Christ's most moving prayershht passage,
Jesus prays that His followers (in the first pldbe apostles
themselves) may all be ong(Catholicos Karekin I).

lll. The Challenges of Today

“Today it is not the form of the faith that is inegtion.
Today faith itself is at stake... the universatifythe Christian
faith is an intrinsic part of its nature. The ecumeal move-
ment is our endeavor to bring that universalitylite through
the unity of our church.(Catholicos Karekin 1)

We live in the most challenging of times. The warld
which we live poses a threat against the Chridigéth. We
are either engulfed in the flames posed by thessath, or
we are adamant to respond and fight against allecttges,
which depict the Christian faith as a dysfunctiomgigion.

In my final remarks, | urge all of us to be moreted in
our efforts to fight against all challenges, whadscribe the
Christian faith as a dysfunctional religion. Itilmportant to
seek the reasons as to why the Christian religsobeing
uprooted in the communities we live in. First, e wit-
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nessing is important in our communal life of faithwe are
not able to make our lives the refection of Chsidtve, if
we are not able to create a Christian communityyefare
not able to pursue Christian morals, if we are alole to
become the torchbearers of our forefathers’ faitth be the
witnesses of Christ’s life, then Christianity beasrsolely a
movement and the community is deprived of a stregrgse
of commitment.

| believe that true respect and genuine love beatwee
churches is the key element of success in achidhadong
awaited unity. My answer to the question “Unity dref
2050?” is positive. | do have the vision for a edichurch. |
consider myself being part of the same church acalllon
you all to have the same vision. Christianity i$ ascience.
Christianity is a way of life, Christian unity isl@eved only
when we live as Christians, when we walk with Ghasd
become partakers in his sufferings, and ultimaialyhis
Blessed Resurrection. Those who live with Christ &m
Christ can certainly be the uniting spiritual sgégnand the
force to expedite the unity of the Christian Church

Christianity has the moral obligation to focus be tife
of society, thus influencing the change in socetiife.
Christianity has the obligation to transform pedplives.
As Christ’'s church the more we are focused on alsect,
the more we are united in Christ. A Church whick tieprived
herself from this type of important position is teémly
divided within herself.

The late Archbishop of Canterbury, Michael Ramsey,
challenged us with his profound thoughts aboutultienate
role of Christ’'s church. “The Church is pledgedrifiuence
society and to criticize society. In this task tHeepest
influence should always be upon persons on theiradter
as persons. Christ himself lived and died and eggen in a
world full of social abuses, including appallinguak of
slavery. But Christ’'s chief method was not to dttatstitu-
tions, but to transform people. And there can bsulustitute
for the impact of Christianity upon people at thdaepest
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level, always remembering that a person never livea
vacuum; he is always a bundle of social relatigmshboth
private and public. And these relationships allch¢ée be
Christianized. So the church’s mission to changegmal lives
cannot be separated from its critique of wrongtates in
society.”

Therefore, | highly commend the efforts of the ‘“tale
Lumen Conferences” for what you do for the Christi@am-
munity, thus facilitating new means for the membefs
Christ’'s Church to get to know one another bettet @ be
engaged in fellowship, for the sake of the unityGtirist’s
Church.

June 15, 2006
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THE JOURNEY OF TRANSFORMATION

“When we join the church, we are not joining an &rg
nization’; we are embarking on a journey of tramgfation”
Bill Peatman

Transformation — for a Christian who perceivesHes/
God-given life to be the most precious gift, thensforma-
tion of the inner soul is a necessity. If we aré¢ careful to
cultivate our spirituality then we lose the true amimg of
life. Life itself should constantly renew itself thi the
knowledge of God, which in turn ought to be reféetin our
relationship with fellow friends, amongst the memsbef the
family, and vis-a-vis to all. A Christian who istrable to be
with Christ and His Disciples, who went up to Modrabor
where Christ was transfigured, cannot enrich thd soth
the vision of a new life.

Therefore, all of us who join the Church need to
understand and mature in the faith that the Chiscthe
place where we meet God and are led to a spiritaasfor-
mation. Our daily life can be trapped in turmoilié are not
able to transform inwardly. | can attest to thatmy own
life, for | have met individuals, be they men oéttlerk or of
any other profession, who have inspired me by thength
of their faith, but above all, through their aff@ation that the
Church calls on us all to embrace a unique jounfayans-
formation. Transformation for the human soul takésce

when prayer mirrors our life.

July 29, 2006

“Ultimately, (though) there comes a time when weilsho
unplug and actually talk to each other old- fashistyle,
face-to-face, uninterrupted by e-mail or cell pheme iPods
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because without real human interaction, technologyt
worth much’ Theres J. Borchard

We all live in an age where technology not only dates
our spirituality, but it actually threatens or n@innelationship
with God and friends. Technology should be useithécextent
that it brings us closer to each other, withouernnipting
human interaction.

The Church is the place, which remains and consitoe
be the spiritual strength for all humanity to boridh and
ultimately embrace God as family. As | watch ankbfe the
devastating news in the Middle East, there | sd¢eonly the
lack of Christian love, but also the abuse of tetbgy,
which distances people from each other. When we aned
talk, we are able to see that we are equal in yee ef God
and thus have responsibility to have mutual resfmrcone
another. In the same way we surrender ourselvE€otbwith
total trust, we also need to embrace one anotltesamender
ourselves to each other with respect, but abovevigh the
fear of God

July 29, 2006

“Jesus doesn’t promise that we will never experience
storms in our lives, whether external disastersirgernal
anguish. He does promise that he will take caresf Bill
Peatman

The life we live certainly mirrors the life of oword
and Savior Jesus Christ. Christ, our Lord, tookrupmnself
all the burdens and the suffering for the salvatodnthe
human soul. He also gave us the message througbwtiis
stormy life that the same also awaits for humarttywever,
all of us who put our hope and trust in God, dtedi up and
guarded. All those who endure suffering and stamntheir
God-given life are able to overcome internal angtisough
the power of their faith. Christ’s life is the pr® of liberation
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from sin, distress and all kinds of other afflictso

As we put our faith in Christ, we are enlightenletigh
His Transfiguration. As Christians, we also caitng Cross
on our shoulders. This act deepens in our spiriyudhe
sense of humility and total obedience to the wWilGod.

July 29, 2006

“Christianity is not about being served, but abastisg’
Bilezikian

Christ, our Lord, taught us to serve as He humblied
self from Heaven on earth. During His earthly lifée led
His disciples to live a life of servitude. Todayhurch is in
the dire need of service towards transformationmHity
and servitude need to be lived thoroughly. Those lead a
life of service towards humanity are certainly thvees who
have embraced true joy. Hierarchy is all aboutisgte. The
higher positions we hold in Church, the more visilolur
service should be. The ranks in the hierarchy otgmark
the level of maturity of serving others.

“Christianity is not about being served, but aboeit-s
ving.” The name of our Lord is glorified in a Church evh
the number of servants grows immensely. The more we
embrace service towards others, the more we spiheddve
of Christ. Therefore, let us all be Disciples ofriSh our
Lord, who knelt and washed their feet, thus insgirus all
with the message of a glorified life.

July 29, 2006

“Active form of belief involves prayer, self-anatysind
directed religious energy which help people to geamtrol
of their own lives. Peale

We are all born to be the spiritual architects wf God-
given lives. We embrace this honor of becomingitsgait
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architects if only we are able to turn our belbian active
form through “prayer, self-analysis, and directetigious
energy, which helps people to gain control of tbain lives.”

The Bible teaches us the discipline of prayer indaily
life. Through prayer, we establish a unique reftatfop with
God the Creator of Heaven and Earth. Once we ¢staal
permanent relationship, we launch on a journey tdsvé&od.
While on this journey, we also aim towards a lifehwthe
Lord in a Christian way of life. | have the firmIle$ that all
those who develop this unique relationship with Goaoh
certainly inspire the people around them to follGed and
become instruments of peace.

Life is an inheritance from God. We are entrusted t
guard the gift of God with wisdom, and through gosver of

prayer, become the spiritual architects of a né&aw li

July 30, 2006

“A reinvigoration in the search of Gdd.

A Christian is born in the image of God. Throughpiam
and subsequently by the power of prayer our livesome
the reflection of the reinvigoration of the seaoftGod. This
path helps us to cultivate within us the Christaaracter. In
summary, as we constantly use all the tools tcstati@ Christ
in our spirituality, we commit to live a Christ-&Hife.

The search for God is an important aspect of Ganst
spirituality. If the search is weakened, we losel@ad tend
to drift away from a God-pleasing life. The Churttle fellow-
ships and forms of pious acts help us to betteerstdnd our
Christian vocation and to perfect in us the vefy gfi faith,
hope and love, which we have received through aptibm.

A reinvigoration of the search of God should ultiela
be the destiny of all Christians.

July 31, 2006
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“You can always get to somewhere when you start at
nowhere. Robert Schuller

These are challenging words addressed to us all. Th
birth of each human being can be classified as treve/ or
the starting point. From then onwards, the jourtages on
the hike through many steps: childhood, educatariife
focused on a mission, etc. People who do not ¢hang kind
of vision and ambition in their life cannot becomrehitects
of a unique life, an act which is expected from @llus.
Through education, patience, and hard work and alatly
with a vision of excellence, we are able to builifain ful-
filling many responsibilities entrusted to us bydGdherefore,
God calls on us to invest in the gift of life. Gltrcalls on us
all to follow Him. Every prayer is the responseG@od’s call
to live a committed life in the service of the Ctlur

July 31, 2006
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A THANKSGIVING PRAYER

“It is good to give thanks to the Lord, and to siptpises
to Thy name, O Most High - Psalm 92:1

A life of thanksgiving to God certainly is the nebt
expression of the human soul. It is indeed the whijfe,
vividly reflected according to the message conveleds
from the Holy Bible.

“God created man in his own image, in the image of
God created He him; male and female created He them
And God blessed them, and God said unto them, Be
faithful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, ahsubdue
it: and have dominion over the fish of the sea, ander the
fowl of the air, and over every living thing that @ves upon
the earth” (Genesis 1:26- 28)

“Let us make man in our image after our likeness...

The fact that we are created in the image of Gadcllg
the greatest gift, which in itself obligates udive a respon-
sible life. It also challenges us with a deeperassthnding
of partnership in the God-created world. Thereftes, honor
bestowed upon us moves us in our prayerful lifbeédhank-
ful to God. This inner feeling has been well retieet and
expressed in the prayers of our liturgy, which tyeaexplains
to us that God is the Creator of the Universe dhithiags.

“All things come of Thee O Lord and of Thine own
have we given Theé

Much has been said and written about “Thanksgiving
Day” in the United States of America. This wondetfadition
helps transform the spirituality of Americans iwakening
in their souls and minds the depth of allegiand&écAlmighty
God.

For in our thanksgiving prayer and praise to Gaoalfimmly
acknowledge the wisdom of God, from whom all thingme.

Thus, thanksgiving prayer not only nourishes thartise
and the souls of humanity, but it certainly stréegis our
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commitment to serve the Lord and humanity. Thanksgi

prayer and praise reminds us all that we are efidad by the
Almighty God with bountiful gifts. St. Paul the Asite of

Christ, in almost all of his pastoral letters neites this notion:
“l always give thanks to my God, who has blesseditls

every blessing in Christ.

Our Church fathers found reason for gratitude fo t
most ordinary things in life. Today, in this coyntwe enjoy
countless blessings and abundance.

Thanksgiving and praise to God for all the giftsl déine
abundance of blessings is the act of a noble hEaetrefore,
we are gathered to acknowledge amongst us thernuoesé
God and the fruits of the creation for the wellrgeof all
mankind. We are gathered in the spirit of truecighip to
render genuine respect and love for one anothshaming
our gifts with our fellow brothers and sisters, @splly with
those, who are in need and desperation. The wiorlthich
we all live, can become a better place when warallremin-
ded of our great responsibilities. In the life loé tcommunity
religious institutions and spiritual leaders, togetwith their
respective faithful, should have the vision to ttheir lives
into tools of change, peace and prosperity.

Our faith in God needs to be reflected in our argio
Fellowships are the most rewarding and inspiringiren-
ments which help us all individually and collectw# cultivate
within us a sense of thanksgiving and praise. hallops
create a sense of commitment for one another andhiity
as a whole.

Dearest Brothers and Sisters, as George Washiogios
said; the purpose of thanksgiving should be livét wisdom:
“As a day of public Thanksgiving and prayer, to bsesved
by acknowledging with grateful hearts the many favof
Almighty God.

“Almighty God, we thank you for all the blessingé o
this life, and today especially for those who linethis free
land; for the fruits of the soil, the resourceslta# earth; the
opportunities for work and play and healthful liginfor

45



liberty in speech and the written word. We thanki yor
these and all your mercies and pray that you vahtmue
your goodness to us and make our nation great éen th
greatness which alone is pleasing to you.
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CLAREMONT SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY
ECUMENICAL SERVICE

Life is God’s greatest gift. It is the breath of Gim us.
We should each live our lives in such a mannef @ass God
who is speaking through us. Life is given to uthab we may
offer it to God and to mankind for peace. Very often we fail,
personally and collectively, to dedicate our livibg very gift of
God, to Him, and He constantly intervenes in vasioways
to bid us to renew our calling and to renew ourrsewof life.

| have specifically chosen this passage — wordshvhi
have uttered years ago during a youth retreat. Agas
reflecting upon a specific theme with which to adr the
University students and students of Theology ateédtnt, |
thought this would be a wonderful passage addressgdu
with the thought that a University and educatianatitutions
are specific places which help us to cultivate mumds, soul
and hearts with the knowledge of God, in reinstatour
spiritual journey in search of God and in true gsial of
God's greatest gift — life itself.

My dear brothers and sisters, we live in a worlcereh
we are challenged by a multitude of issues: namitlg,
knowledge of past, with the consciousness of ptedaw
advancement and the progress of science, but adbwdth
the uncertainty of the future. This has been thelpslogical
state of the mind, soul and heart of humanity intiaies.
Therefore it is obvious that the human being haanhibe
strongest responder to all challenges in all tinfesly God
has been the stronghold of his life. | say thishwilie good
faith as the Fathers of the church teach us disb.as we are
created in the image of God, we are able to craatew
world to overcome all challenges, and be the gaasiof the
God-created world.

| am delighted to be here today to address theeataf
theology. | know that we don’t all share the samehf but it
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is God that unites us all. Although we don’t neeeibg share
the same history, traditions and culture, howewasiry respect
for one other makes us spiritually richer.

Today | am given the chance to give my personai-tes
mony and the testimony of a nation which has aeckpt
Christianity as a way of life and with pride we shaur
experiences with our brothers and sisters. | comom fthe
tradition of the Armenian Apostolic Church, whictash
recently celebrated the 1700th anniversary of tleeptance
of Christianity as a state religion. Throughouttdng, we
have lived a life similar to that of Christ. As weve
experienced suffering we have understood that wee ha
become participants of the suffering of Christ bard, thus
never losing the vision of the Resurrection.

As | address you, the students of the Universityould
like to convey my love and respect to all those Wiave
come from different religions and backgrounds, aatsb
invite you all to join us one day and partake im Divine
Liturgy in one of our churches to better understtmedlife of
a nation who chose to become Christian and hasvedrv
Genocide and many shattering encounters durinigistsry.
If we have survived, it is only through our Chmstifaith. If
we have survived, it is through our commitmentdatmually
walk towards God in search of our identity, ancgénvice of
humanity.

As students of theology, my wish and prayer is Yioair
years of education turn out to be instrumentaloaryGod-
given life. You are here to educate yourselveshsd God-
willing when the day comes you will become the edars
of the children of God entrusted to you. You areeht®
cultivate in your spirituality the Pastor of tomow to one
day become the shepherds for the sheep who hav& b
and have gone astray and become involved in thiais
pleasant to God. You are here today in this schafol
theology to become one with God and to illuminaiteyour
spirituality the vision to share your God-givengifvith others,
to share and experience your unconditional lové wthers,
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and above all to make a promise to live a meaningé

Therefore my humble message to you is that youtaotig
guestion your calling and vocation each and evay 1y
message to you all is that you turn this periocddication
into a spiritual transition, which will transfornoyr life into
an instrument of change in the life of humanityisTiorld
can certainly be a better place when together weahle to
understand our God-given vocation to guard the dvanl
peace and prosperity.

In closing | would like to thank the Claremont Sohof
Theology, and specifically President Dr. Philip Awsun,
Rev. Dr. Soomee Kim, Rev. Dr. Emery Parcell, Rewarilynn
Huntington, Rev. Dr. Kathy Black, and all those wiave
contributed to this event. | would also like tortkany two
deacons Vahe Abovian and Mayis Shahbazyan, for thei
engagement in fellowship with this faculty.

May the Lord bless you all. May He give you thesgth
and the wisdom to live a meaningful life.
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WHAT IS NEXT?

My dear youth,

| address you all with a warm heart and with thesttr
that this retreat and fellowship in Christ will @especial kind of
forum for you as responsible members of the ArnmeApos-
tolic Church who strive to continue your journewiord God.

The past almost three years that I've been in tlesté/n
Diocese, | have witnessed the many successes ofar¥
munity, as well as its weaknesses. Consequerdly, ¢thallen-
ged to serve you with a renewed calling and comsnitm
We live in times when humanity is challenged in gyah by
advanced technology and media which, at times,eleay
place for God in our prayers as well as our dagd. It is at
this time that we lose God and weaken in our idgritie
beauty of sharing our God given gifts with othéfsday as
you enter through the doorway of this retreat,deuyou all
to take this step very seriously. Certainly you ealed to
learn more about God and to learn more about ether.dn
becoming the recipient of God’s love you enlighteme
another’s life with the love of God. It is my wighat this
retreat be an experience of spiritual transfornmat@ each
of you. It is also my wish thus that this retreall e a new
bridge between God and your personal life.

What is next? This question, even though very senpl
nature, connotes the question, what if life? It basn my
inner conviction and commitment to ask myself duestion
as frequently as possible. This kind of inner-mmeawvakens
in us the requirements, duties and responsibilitidsch are
expected from us in the eyes of God. | pray thatvileekend
becomes a prayerful one. As a time of retreat, inglyengthen
you as you progress in your faith-life. As we qigstour
ability, our behavior, our doings and sayings veats a mirror
for ourselves and help us correct our path, thusstating
our journey toward God.
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My dear youth and friends, we all share equally our

God-given gifts. We are teachers and studentsrferamother.
The more we cherish each other, the stronger thememity
becomes and the name of God is glorified. Letrhiseat, be
a return to God for all of you. | know well thatybave led
your steps to this retreat with a good faith inltbed, but | also
understand that this retreat will ever strengtheur YChristian
faith, and commitment for to lead a Christ-orienliézl

My dear youth,

On the eve of your retreat | promise to keep ydunal
my prayers and to be bonded with you spirituallizale no
doubt the past two days have certainly been ful§jlland
rejuvenating spiritually for each and every oneyofi. | am
convinced that during the retreat, amidst the heatithis
natural setting, you have met God, the Creatomef Wni-
verse. From personal experience | know well thayer and
fellowship are milestones in our lives. As we aceinmshed
with the power of prayer in fellowship we grow spially.

| remember the role of prayer, faith, and fellowshnd
their positive impact on my childhood, youth andstpaal
ministry. | remember the solitary moments that hsiveng-
thened me and it was then that | was able to betider-
stand the words of the Gospel that tell us aboutsCpra-
ying at Gethsemane. The way | see it, this retraatbecome
for all of you the shield of faith, wisdom, and &vthat you
have received not only from God but also from ometlaer.

My dear youth, it is my wish and prayer that tregreat
remains for all of you a source of inspiration. Renber
well that in this very Holy place, you are encouetk by
God. Remember well that we, as Christians, aresbtesne
hundred fold by the graces of the Almighty God,tby life
of Christ, our Lord, the martyrdom of the saintadeour
church fathers, by our parents, and by the pragétbose
who we know, and those we do not know.

In conclusion, | will be leaving you with a passdnea
true Christian; a saint who has touched my headttaou-
sands more. Mother Theresa'’s spiritually comfortmgyds
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give us the message that humanity is the treasimgrein
God has put His love. If we are willing to respandGod’s
call with willingness, then we are co-creators wihd. The
image of God is perfect in us.

“People are often unreasonable, illogical, and selfitered;
Forgive them anyway.
If you are kind, People may accuse you of beinfisbel
Be kind anyway.
If you are successful, you will win some falsenfilig
and some true enemies;
Succeed anyway.
If you are honest and frank, people may cheat you;
Be honest and frank anyway.
What you spend years building,
someone could destroy overnight;
Build anyway.
If you find serenity and happiness, there may hbjesy;
Be happy anyway.
The good you do today, people will often forgetaow;
Do good anyway.
Give the world the best you have,
and it may never be enough;
Give the world the best you've got anyway.
You see, in the final analysis, it is between yadi God;
It was never between you and them anyWway.

Enjoy the weekend retreat and the company of yearsp
llluminate your soul, mind, and heart with messagekating
from the Gospels. You are the stewards of this @hurexpect
from all of you to be exemplary leaders of the Anmaa
Apostolic Church. God bless and | leave with youlowe.

October 24, 2005
ACYO Senior Retreat
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CHRISTMAS MESSAGE

Dear Faithful:

It is with a joyous heart that | greet you on tke ef the
New Year. The New Year grants us new life as welrelte
the Birth of Christ our Lord, who is the way towar@God,
towards spiritual reawakening and towards everigstiuth.

Our God-given life has the ultimate goal to fillrdives
with prayers. The destiny of humanity is God. Hoermv
often we fail in our commitment to make God thetihgsof
our spiritual journey. The Almighty God then inteded into
the life of humanity through the Birth of Christrolord,
thus granting us spiritual rebirth to lead a hdly, worshiping
God and enriching our God-given lives with faithdagood
deeds.

The Birth of our Lord is the source of spiritualestgth,
which helps us to renew our life and to also rebuiithin us
the image of the Almighty God. On the eve of theviNéear
and Blessed Christmas, we uplift our hearts to Ate
Merciful God with thanksgiving prayers for enrichirour
lives with the gift of faith and the vision of peac

The year 2007 will be very significant for the Wast
Diocese as we prepare ourselves for the 80th Arsave
celebration of the establishment of the Westerrc€se as a
separate Diocese. The milestone represents a pallef a
new doorway to transform the Western Diocese irgtsanger
institution with new Clergy and Pastors, with neariBhes
and with new Missions. Meeting these challengesuress
that the Motherland Armenia and the Mother See ofyH
Etchmiadzin become the living message for the reveigtions.

The 80th Anniversary inspires us all as the membeérs
the Armenian Community to foresee our role as misti
citizens of the United States of America where we under
the eyes of the Almighty God.

My dear faithful, renew your life with the blessBdth
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of Christ our Lord. May the Miraculous Birth of olword
enlighten your spirituality and be the source afiryspiritual
rebirth in order that you may dedicate your life God’'s
service. Christ is born and revealed. Blessedeagdhielation
of Christ our Lord.

Christmas, 2007
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THE ARMENIAN CHURCH
IS THE ARMENIAN’'S NOAH’S ARK

In the history of the Christian Church it was inabie
that our forbearers had a limitless ability to oelte and have
settled in innumerable number of destinations. Western
Diocese of the Armenian Church of North Americanam-
ber of the great family of the Armenian Church,resents
those Armenians who were disbursed geographicdihe
Diocese embraces the Armenian community by building
churches and schools, establishing organizatiodscarrying
out humanitarian missions, all deeds which purseelight
of the faith of our forefathers.

The 83" Anniversary of the Western Diocese of the
Armenian Church of North America is an importanebea-
tion. The observance calls forth many celebratorgnés.
Along with these, we presented a brief publicatebook of
the history of the Western Diocese.

With heartfelt appreciation, we wish to express our
words of thanks and blessings to the members cdédfterial
committee under the leadership of The Very RevabDd)z.

V. Yardemian, The Rev. Fr. Vartan Archpriest Kasgoar
The Rev. Fr, Sipan Archpriest Mekhsian, DeaconmrA¥aghia
Jendian, Mashdots Jobanian, Nancy Arabian, and ddeac
Matthew Ash whose exceptional care and meticulppsoach
and focused labor made the presentation of this possible.

“History of the Western Diocese” is a worthy exsies
of that history and a wonderful initiative by meafswhich
we also express our feelings of indebtedness tthalle —
clergy ands laity who have believed in the missidrthe
Armenian Church and through humble service, haveetli
their lives into a dwelling place of God.

The Diocese’s 80 Anniversary is a blessed and glorious
occasion, enabling us to continue to keep the Aramen
Apostolic Church as Noah's Ark for each Armeniahrdugh
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the leadership of the Armenian Apostolic Church,approach
new challenges with brave spirits and God as thedation
of our life. Under the title “New Perspectives,”¢ondensed
form, we have presented an overall picture of dang for
the future.

The Armenian Apostolic Church is God’s gift. Within
her sacred walls, we meet the Creator and we conaaten
with the saints. We strengthen the present withfolieda-
tion of the eternal word of Christ, and with theign of the
future, we make a covenant to become spiritualitcts of
a new church in the Hands of God.
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THE 80™ ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION
OF THE WESTERN DIOCESE
HOSTED BY
THE EPISCOPAL DIOCESE OF LA

“But the word of God is not fettered! Timothy 2:9

This is a glorified day in the history of both tBpiscopal
and the Armenian Apostolic Churches. The honordvesd
upon the Western Diocese of the Armenian Apostharch
and the respective community on the historic milest of
the 8¢" Anniversary of the establishment of the Armenian
Church reflects the cordial relationship betweer tiwo
churches and the commitment of our faithful to taken
themselves the responsibility to preach the Wor&od to
armor their spiritual lives with divine light anshé&wledge.

When brothers and sisters share their God-givets, gif
“the Word of God is not fettered”. We certainly leathe
moral obligation to strengthen the foundations d¢fri§€'s
Church with unconditional love and respect not dotyeach
other, but for all without exception. It is our giub cater to
the wellbeing and prosperity of our communitiese Thore
we deepen in our hearts the calling to serve thel,Lthe
closer the members of our communities become. Toem
genuine respect we render for one another, the graees
are showered upon our children.

On this historic day, | extend my deep gratitudeato
great leader of the Christian Church, Bishop of Ehecese
of the Episcopal Church of Los Angeles, The Rigavétend
Bishop Jon Bruno, whose friendship with the Armania
Church has left a unique impact with the membershef
Church. My special thanks to all those who areetjosfficiated
with Bishop Jon Bruno, Dr. Guibord, all pastors &ydleaders,
who equally have shown the same weight of loveraspect.

“The word of God is not fettered”. These are thedso
of St. Paul the Apostle, addressed to Timothy. Shme
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message is also addressed to all of us. We all baea
given the calling to spread the Word of God. Theenwe
are committed to the mission of Christ's Churcle, ticher
we are in Christ’s divine presence. The more wegehe
Word of God in a world where suffering dominatesthe
hearts of mankind, the more joy we bring to théciéd souls.

As Christian leaders, we would like to take thismemt
to convey our pastoral love to you all with a preento serve
you with a pure heart, with an unselfish soul,tfeg glory of
God and in bringing joy and peace to the heartowf
faithful people.

Dear Bishop Bruno and brothers and sisters of fhis-E
copal faith, there lies a rich history of close laobration
between our two churches. For well over one hungezas,
we have worked closely on all levels. You have alsb
nessed the survival of our nation, which has erpegd
Genocide. Your share in our survival has been Bogmt as
you opened your hearts and the doors of your Clegreh
assist us in growing as communities and Churches.

On this blessed occasion of the"8@nniversary of the
Western Diocese. | thank you and all the congregadn
behalf of the Clergy, Diocesan Council and thererigiithful, |
present to each of you an Armenian hand carvedsdros
appreciation of your love and respect in embraciagvith
this special celebration. God Bless you.
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EASTER MESSAGE

The Glorious Resurrection of the Lord is the most
inspiring and powerful event in the history of therld, one
which continues to challenge us to live our Godegivife
spiritually transformed in all circumstances duraifgtimes.

“Put on Christ (Rom 13:14)

This is a message by St. Paul addressed to théidbala
but equally to us all. These words enlighten in spirituality
the truth about Christ, our Lord. However, this sagge needs
to be embodied and applied not only in our persdineas,
but mostly in our communities.

“Put on Christ (Rom 13:14)

The Resurrection is the culmination of the cour$e o
events which has taken place during the Holy Wedikist's
Victorious Resurrection revolutionized the worlddapaved
the road for us all to enrich our spirituality adchw closer
to God. Above all, the most significant event irstbry
allowed us to follow the patterns of sacrificidieliof Our
Lord and savior Jesus Christ. The discipline ointiva life
with Christ brings us all closer to God, and clasehumanity,
in rendering our pastoral services to mankind asflaction
of our Christian faith and love.

“Put on Christ (Rom 13:14)

The Resurrection of Christ, our Lord, has inspusdall
to transform and transfigure our spiritual life.€TResurrection
of God has reawakened in us all a new sense obmegp-
lity and commitment to cultivate our life of faith a unique
and effective way to alleviate all the negativeeasp of our
personal and community lives.

We live in a world where humanity suffers as a ltes
multiple wars, wherein humanity continues to faitealizing a
moral life. The true Christian, be a pastor oryp&son, can-
not preach the faithful without fulfilling the deefpstructions
given by himself or herself. Those who live deeptheir
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hearts and souls the presence of Christ, cannaitletwise
than showing a loving, caring and forgiving hearttheir
brothers and sisters in Christ. Those who thorouti the
presence of Christ and His Miraculous Resurrecitotheir
hearts and souls are lead by the miraculous Retiomeare
the ones who step closer to God.

The Resurrection of Christ our Lord renews ouriggt
life, thus reawakening within our spirituality arfi commit-
ment to live as true Christians. The ResurrectidrClorist
our Lord is the destiny of all Christian faithflburing the
spiritual journey, which leads us to the Resuroectf Christ
our Lord, we all experience hurdles, troublesomeesi, thus
becoming partakers in the sufferings of our Lorohitrly,
as we walk through the journey of the Holy Week aakb-
rate the Victorious Resurrection, we then makeRbsurrec-
tion the source of our progress, achievement aiolvi

The Resurrection of Christ our Lord challenges our
faithful and especially the youth to be loyal te tieachings
of Christianity. The Resurrection of Christ our tarhallen-
ges us to be truly dedicated and loyal servantee@Mother
See of Holy Etchmiadzin as the everlasting centethe
Armenian Apostolic Church. The Resurrection of &haur
Lord challenges us to be engaged in the reformhef t
Armenian Church. We give thanks to God for the g@me-
ration in the life of the Mother Church led by Hi®liness
Karekin II, our beloved Catholicos of All Armenians the
coming decades, undoubtedly we will be launchingew era
with the ordination of many new candidates, througtom
the mission of the Armenian Church will be streregiid.

Dear faithful in Christ, let us take heed to thessage of
St. Paul. “Put on Christ” and strengthen our faitith the
vision of the sanctity of the Armenian Christiamnity, with
the teaching of the Word of God to our childremustturning
our lives into tools of peace and love. The messagst.
Paul is also addressed to all communities of thestéve
Diocese. In a time when we celebrate the 80th Aemsary
of the Western Diocese, we remember in our pragkrhe
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departed souls of former Primates and servants nesibin
peace. The 8bAnniversary will become meaningful only when
we make the Church a vigilant presence in our Dandife.
We ought to work hand in hand with the vision aftiting

in the hearts and souls of our children the sanditthe
Christian faith.

Therefore, armored with this vision, let us pronceithe
blessed Resurrection of Christ as the sole sourdest@ength
of our spiritual renewal.

“Christ is risen from the Dead, Blessed is the Resur
rection of Christ our Lord’

Easter, 2007
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OPENING PRAYER
FOR THE GENOCIDE COMMEMORATION
AT LOS ANGELES CITY HALL

Almighty God, we praise and glorify Your name and
thank You for the abundance of blessings bestovpea ws
all. This hour of prayer enlightens our spiritualivith a
heart full of deep respect for the victims of them&nian
Genocide who lost their most valuable gift, lifseif, in
encountering torture suffering for the sake of itHaith in
God and their love of their homeland. The world has
witnessed the first genocide of the 20th centuryictv took
place in the year 1915. The annals of history d@mendant
with vivid pictures and testimonies, which witnessn's
inhumanity toward man.

For the past 92 years, survivors of the Armeniandse
cide and their sons and daughters have timelessiyht for
justice. We give thanks to God for the wisdom onhmeeli-
gious and political leaders who have reawakenedha
hearts and minds of humanity the respect for huififan
Martin Luther King warned the world in his wordsijuistice
anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere... ahdtewer
affects one directly affects all indirectly.”

The recognition of the Armenian Genocide in theyCit
Hall truly reflects the vision of the leaders ofstltity and
their understanding of history. Healing cannot reapgll by
itself, for healing needs sincere words, genuingpeet,
heartfelt prayer, but above all, true repentance. && no
longer mourning the victims of the Armenian GeneciBor
us, they are martyrs and our lives are committesttoeving
justice in respect of their memory.

Almighty God, nourish our hearts, souls, and miwih
your wisdom and love that we may be able to costitm
show compassion and forgiveness toward those oOtie
man Empire, which committed the atrocities of thren@nian
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Genocide. However, help us to perpetually remertiieeloss of
1.5 million Armenians who gave their lives in thanme of
God. Commemorations educate people to better uiaters
the past and also to revere the sanctity of a Gaehglife.
Almighty God, Bless the souls of the victims of Benocide.

May their spirits strengthen within us our chergkalues
of respect for the family, a vision of brotherhoadsense of
social responsibility, true respect for humanityg aeverence
for you, O Lord.

April 20, 2007
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OPENING PRAYER
AT THE ANNUAL MEETING
OF ARMENIAN BAR ASSOCIATION

Almighty God, You have blessed us all with the gift
life and all the necessary tools to bring peacejandhto the
world. This weekend's Armenian Bar Association'shnéal
meeting is a vivid reflection of our appreciatioh ®od's
blessings. Our lawyers cherish and grasp their &udisted
role and responsibilities in the service of society

This blessed and largest organization of Armensam |
yers, judges, and legal scholars founded by Raffiddnesian
and a group of his colleagues in 1989 has trulynbibe
catalyst of professional leadership in the Armeramerican
community. Truly it has justified its mission ingwiding
scholarships to law students, promoting and protgdhe
legal and civil rights of Armenian in the Uniteda&ts, has
monitored attempts to defame Armenians as a nationthe
historic fact of the Genocide.

God, our Lord, has enlightened the minds of mankind
with life giving commandments as He responded &Rha-
risees, one of them being a lawyer, who challerfgedwith
the question? Teacher, which is the greatest commandment
in the Law' ? Christ's response is the foundation of all the
laws: “You shall love the Lord your God with all your
heart, and with all your soul, and with all your md. This
is the greatest commandment. And a second is like/ou
shall love your neighbor as yourself. On these twom-
mandments depend all the law and the prophe{®latthew
22:24-40)

Almighty God, bless the Armenian Bar Associatioar o
judges, lawyers and scholars and grant them alspirgual
strength to educate and lead our youth with theesaision
with which they have enriched their lives. Tonighe parti-
cularly praise the memory of Hrant Dink, who widréver
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remain as a hero for his fight for freedom of sfredde first
Hrant Dink Freedom of Speech Awards which will be-p
sented to distinguished scholars, professors VabRadrian
and Taner Akcam are a tribute to the martyrdomrahHDink.
O God you have blessed our nation with leading g¢sdg
and lawyers who bring pride to our community ansbire
our youth to pursue higher education to bettereserankind.
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“‘CSUN” GENOCIDE MEMORIAL EVENT

“But as for you, continue in what you have learned
and firmly believed, knowing from whom you have fead
it and how from childhood you have been acquaintetth
the sacred traditions-writings which are able tosimuct you
for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 2 Timothy
3:14-15

We all are destined to be the truth tellers. Totwgh
gathering sends out a powerful message to the wadhe
young generation of the Armenian people is chabkentp
carry the torch passed on to them by their foreiath

My Dear Youth,

When the memory of the victims of the Genocide is
observed and commemorated by the young generattbraw
deeper respect for their memory and in appreciatiotneir
martyrdom and their sacrifice in the name of Gdukirt
Christian faith, and love of Armenia, then you beeothe
beacon of love and a source of light for our comityuii he
best way to bring justice is to be enriched in yacademic
lives, for the more you are educated and spirguatiriched,
the more the Resurrection of Our Lord and natioh lae
evident.

Remember the words of St. Paul the Apostle “comtinu
in what you have learned and firmly believed”. Ketbe
legacy which you have inherited from your forefathd hey
did not die in vain. They focused on Christ's mgssas Our
Lord instructed to His disciples who then passedtiom
message to us all: Do not fear those who kill tbdybh but
cannot destroy the soul. They chose to die coursjgo
knowingly, and willingly with the vision that themartyred
life will become a new beginning in the lives ofdte gene-
rations. Therefore, tonight’s observance and comanation
becomes even more meaningful when we are agammatii
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in our spirituality and commitment to learn ourthry and
language, to guard our culture and identity, budvaball, to
respond to the question: what is the reason obeing?

Tonight’s gathering is the reflection of our faithGod
and the universality of pain and suffering as thsult of
intended injustice to our people as well as of the

“We are all different; because of that, each of uas
something different and special to offer and eachdaevery
one of us can make a difference by not being indrént”
Henry Friedman’s message enlightens our minds ants s
with the vision of deep and genuine respect fomations,
for all cultures and for all religions. Friedmansessage
instills within our being the desire of becominglsof peace
and workers of miracles.

Tonight's commemoration and observance is a vivid
expression of understanding of our history, sufigsi but
above all, our rebirth.Do not fear those who kill the body,
but cannot kill the soul.Our forefathers fought for their faith
and for the love of their land, but never fearedhey were
killed. Through their martyrdom, they exemplifideetstrength
of their Christian faith. What Jerry Costello haxe said for
the Armenians, the same also applies for the Jepesiple:
“With faith and courage, generations of Armenians V&
overcome great suffering and proudly preserved thetl-
ture, traditions, and religion and have told theasy of the
genocide to an often indifferent world.

Good and evil coexist in this world. Both are aofs
man and both are acts of choice. Tonight's commatioor
and observance unites are all in fight of “Mamibumanity
towards mari. Martin Luther King, an advocate of justice
and peace reawakened in the nation’s life a newretas
pursuance to secure respect for one another, lfaratibns
and colors. In his words:Injustice anywhere is a threat to
justice everywhere... whatever affects one directjfects
all equally”

Whenever one talks of the Jewish Holocaust oneatann
but recall the images of the gas chambers in Augzhand
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the piles and piles of lifeless bodies. Likewisag aannot
but recall the images of the endless deserts ofZoey the
graveyard of hundreds of thousands of innocenslive

The following passage provides a graphic descmptb
the horrors witnessed by those who were marchezligfir
the scorching deserts:

“...ferocity of the gendarmes apparently increasesl a
the journey lengthened, for they seemed almost ésent
the fact that part of their charges continued tové.
Frequently, any one who dropped on the road and
bayoneted on the spot. The Armenians began to die b
hundreds from hunger and thirst. Even when they cano
rivers, the gendarmes, merely to torment them, wbul
sometimes not let them drink. The hot sun of thesde
burned their scantily clothed bodies, and their lgafeet,
treading the hot sand of the desert, became so st
thousands fell and died or were killed where they| Thus,
| a few days, what had been a procession of norraman
beings became a stumbling horde of dust-coveredet&as,
ravenously looking for scraps of food, eating anffa that
came their way, crazed by the hideous sights thded
every hour of their existence, sick with all theséiases that
accompany such hardships and privations, but stitbdded
on and on by whips and clubs and bayonets of their
executioners.

As the grandson of a survivor, | have felt the pamal
suffering as | first read the torturing of priestsd members
of my immediate family.

History can repeat itself if we are indifferentttee me-
mory of victims of the Armenian Genocide, the Jéwiolo-
caust, and the Genocides in Cambodia, Rwanda, arfdiD

We live in a blessed land. The United States of Acae
is the beacon of liberty, a staunch defender of drumghts
and above all, a lighthouse for justice. We camaotrite
history. | wish we could. We cannot reverse timd eavive
those who perished. We are confident that the ddycame
when this great country will bravely stand tall dayr side in
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denouncing the atrocities of 1915 and rightly ackiedge
the Armenian Genocide — for what it is, a genocidéh a
capital G.

Yes. We live in a blessed land, which has gracedllas
with all the necessary tools to uphold the memafdsistory,
thus making history the roots of our life. A lifemrived from
the memories, is a life emptied from responsileitiand
dignities. Tonight, as much as we observe the solmemory
of the victims of the Genocide, we also pay homegéhe
martyrs by celebrating life after Genocide.
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A NATION WHICH REFUSES TO DIE

| would like to begin my words by extending homage
the innocent lives of the Virginia Tech massact®rafic event
which shook this nation. We pray for the departedls of
the victims and pray for their families and thewvéd ones.

Much could be said about the Armenian Genocide per-
petrated by the Ottoman Turks. Historical factsnessing
the victims of the Armenian Genocide are well doeated
by world teaching scholars and preserved in adirmdtional
educational institutions, universities and in ctest libraries
around the world. It is most comforting and spaily uplifting
to be recognized by governmental, civic offices aglijious
organizations as the sons and daughters of thengaif the
Armenian Genocide. Today’s Remembrance ceremony by
the City of Los Angeles to honor the memory of éhego
perished in the Armenian Genocide also extendst&ilto the
citizens of United States of Armenian descent, Vilave
become an integral part of American Society. Citszef
Armenian origin have proven to be loyal citizens tbis
freedom-loving land. Over the past many decadetigabl
leaders and activists, ecumenical leaders andeictieghls have
rendered tremendous respect for the memory of ittens
of the Genaocide.

“So let us call Genocide, Genocide. Let us not mine
the deliberate murder or 1.5 million people. Lethave a
moral victory that can shine as a light to all oa8.”

Stanley Cohen, Professor of Criminology, Hebrew-Uni
versity, Jerusalem, has made a firm statement ppat of
the recognition of the victims or the Armenian Gede:

In his own words Professor Cohen sayEhé nearest
successful example, in the modern era is the 86 y#eoffi-
cial denial by successive Turkish government ofl®5-17
genocide against the Armenians, in which 1.5 nmllp@ople
lost their lives. This denial has been sustainediélberate
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propaganda, lying and cover-ups, forgoing documesiip-
pression of archives, and bribing scholdrd.aw and Social
Inquiry, Vol. 20, No. 1 (Winter) 1995): 7,50).

Honorable President of the Los Angeles City Council
honorable city councilmembers, and distinguisheéstg it
is truly gratifying to witness the commemorationtbé me-
mory of the victims of the Armenian Genocide. Tlaist
alone challenges the society and our children twlgofirm
in our hearts the legacy of the founders of theagmnation,
who put their faith in God. Our faith in God neeu lie
reflected in civilized life in pursuance of higheducation,
with deepest respect for the life of our fellowizehs
regardless of their cultural, religious and ethmckground.

May the Almighty God bless us all, keep us all ediin
our efforts to bring justice to the loss of thelimil and half
souls, but above all, for the education of the wmimn
generations to prevent intolerance, hatred andticil in the
life of all nations. Commemorations renew within aisew
sense of responsibility for humanity. In this seritke words
of Mahatma Gandhi conveys to us all a special ngessAll
humanity is one undivided and indivisible familpdaeach
one of us is responsible for the misdeeds of allatmers. |
cannot detach myself from the wickedest.5oul

Honorable president, honorable councilmembersindist
guished guests, through today’'s commemoration wee on
again send out the message to the world that theeAian
nation refuses to die.

May the Lord bless the memory or the victims of the
Armenian Genocide and strengthen us all in oulintatnd
vocation to become the spiritual architects for rayHier
future.

April 20, 2007
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GENOCIDE MEMORIAL EVENT
ORGANIZED BY
JEWISH WORLD WATCH

Honorable Rabbi Harold Schulweis,

Honorable Mayor Mr. Antonio Villiargosa,

Honorable Mr. Armen Liloyan, Consul General of the
Rep. of Armenia in LA,

Honorable Rabbi Steven Jacobs,

Ms. Janice Kamenir-Reznik, President of Jewish @orl
Watch,

Ms. Tzivia Schwartz-Getzug, Exec. Director of JWW,
Ms. Judie Cotton, President of VBS Congregation,
Honorable Rabbis of the Jewish community,

Dear friends,

We all are destined to be the truth tellers. Totsgh
gathering sends out a powerful message to the worlde
Genocide of Armenians...the lessons of the Holdcawst
never be forgotteh.Henry Friedman's words alerts us all to
live a responsible life, a life with dignity, adifin rendering
respect for the historical truths. As the foundiethe Jewish
World Watch, Rabbi Harold Schulweis ponders on the
shameful historical facts of Genocide, Holocausd aatl
other genocides, and his remarkable statementedesthin
our spirits a new sense of commitment to honomtleenory
of the victims of the Armenian Genocide, and theidke
Holocaust, the genocides in Darfur, Rwanda andkilfiag
fields of Cambodia. In his wordsT® choose to forget what
happened to the martyrs is an insult to their mgmamd a
danger to our children’..“Every genocide is sinful. But a
kinship of suffering unites us allThe vision of Rabbi Harold
Schulweis brings us all together to pay collectioenage to
the martyrs of the Armenian Genocide and the Jewslo-
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caust. This action itself is the reflection of daith in God
and the universality of pain and suffering as thsult of
intended injustice to both our peoples as well astbers.
“We are all different; because of that, each of as some-
thing different and special to offer and each amdrg one of
us can make a difference by not being indiffeterenry
Friedman's message enlightens our minds and saotligive

vision of deep and genuine respect for all natidos,all

cultures, for all religions in instilling within @ubeing the
desire of becoming tools of peace and workers oéctes.

Tonight's commemoration and observance is a vivid
expression of mutual respect and understandingaf ether’s
history, sufferings, but above all our rebirtibd’ not fear
those who kill the body, but cannot kill the sb@ur fore-
fathers fought for their faith and for the love tbkir land,
but never feared as they were killed. They keph faind
solid the spirit as a gift from God and continuestwich our
lives through their martyrdom. What Jerry Costdlés once
said for the Armenians, the same also applieshferJewish
people: With faith and courage, generations of Armenians
have overcome great suffering and proudly presethed
culture, traditions, and religion and have told tsi@ry of the
genocide to an often indifferent wofld.

Good and evil coexist in this world. Both are aofs
man. Both are acts of choice. Tonight's commemonaéind
observance unites us all in our fight agairdah's inhuma-
nity towards mari. Martin Luther King, an advocate of jus-
tice and peace reawakened in the nation's lifeva er@ in
his pursuance to secure respect for one anothregll foations
and colors. In his words:Injustice anywhere is a threat to
justice everywhere...whatever affects one directyfects
all equally”

Pope John Paul Il in his speech at the Yad Vashem
Holocaust memorial in Jerusalem, said:

“The words of the ancient Psalm rise from our hearts
“I have become like a broken vessel. | hear the wleisng
of many -- terror on every side -- as they scherogether
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against me, as they plot to take my life. But | tun you, O
Lord: | say, ‘you are my God.(Psalms 31:13-15)

“We wish to remember. But we wish to remember for a
purpose, namely to ensure that never again will gnavail,
as it did for the millions of innocent victims chNsm. How
could man have such utter contempt for man? Bechase
had reached the point of contempt for God. Onlyodless
ideology could plan and carry out the exterminatioha
whole people.

Jews and Christians share an immense spiritualipatr
mony, flowing from God's self-revelation. Our redigs tea-
chings and our spiritual experience demand thatower-
come evil with good. We remember, but not with desire
for vengeance or as an incentive to hatred. For tgs,
remember is to pray for peace and justice, and dmmit
ourselves to their cause. Only a world at peacdh yustice
for all, can avoid repeating the mistakes and t@gicrimes
of the past.

Whenever one talks of the Jewish Holocaust oneatann
but recall the images of the gas chambers in Augzhand
the piles and piles of lifeless bodies. Likewisag aannot
but recall the images of the endless deserts ofZoey the
graveyard of hundreds of thousands of innocent Arames.

The following passage provides a graphic descmptib
the horrors witnessed by those who were marchezligfir
the endless deserts:

“The ferocity of the Turkish gendarmes apparentty in
reased as the journey lengthened, for they seelimealsato
resent the fact that part of their charges contohue live.
Frequently any one who dropped on the road was fetgol
on the spot. The Armenians began to die by hundreds
hunger and thirst. Even when they came to rivdrs,gen-
darmes, merely to torment them, would sometimeslatot
them drink. The hot sun of the desert burned theamtily
clothed bodies, and their bare feet, treading tlbé $and of
the desert, became so sore that thousands felldseu or
were killed where they lay. Thus, in a few daysatwiad
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been a procession of normal human beings becantena s
bling horde of dust-covered skeletons, ravenousliihg for

scraps of food, eating any offal that came theiywaazed

by the hideous sights that filled every hour ofrtegistence,

sick with all the diseases that accompany suchgtaps and

privations, but still prodded on and on by the vehignd

clubs and bayonets of their executioners.

The following is a translation of Dostoevsky’s Wrgs
on the Armenian Genocide whereby he describedrinsty
and perverseness of the Turk.

“At one instance, the Turk gendarmes created a game.
They snatch a toddler from his shivering motherimsand
start entertaining the little child in a bid to wits attention.
They succeed. They then place a loaded pistol enlitthe
hands of the innocent being a few centimeters finhead,
while the child cheerfully plays with its “new tayMean-
while the Turk gendarmes fervently and enthusiakbyiSali-
vate, waiting for the child to pull the trigger,dwing his
little head into pieces. Only after they hear thandp, does
their lust for death sink and they celebrate witteujoy for
their ingenuity.

As the grandson of a survivor | have felt the pand
suffering as | first read the torturing of priestsd members
of my immediate families. The pain has not bees esen |
first visit Dachau in Germany, a place which rensing all
of a shameful act towards the Jewish people.

History can repeat itself if we are indifferentttee me-
mory of victims of the Armenian Genocide, the Jéwiolo-
caust, and the genocides in Cambodia, Rwanda arfdrDa
Tonight's commemoration and observance marks aaraw
in the life of both our communities. Rabbi Harolch8Iweis
words send a strong message to the world: “We mhareler
Memories of Genocide.”

We live in a blessed land. The United States of Acae
is the beacon of liberty, a staunch defender of drumghts
and above all a lighthouse for justice. We canewtite history.
| wish we could. We cannot reverse time and revhese
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who perished. We are confident that the day witheowvhen
this great country will bravely stand tall by oudes in
denouncing the atrocities of 1915 and rightly ackiedge
the Armenian Genocide — for what it is, a genocidéh a
capital G.

Yes. We live in a blessed land, which has gracedllus
with all the necessary tools to uphold the memowés
history, thus making history the roots of our lif&. life
deprived from the memories, is a life emptied fn@sponsi-
bilities and dignities. Tonight, as much as we obsehe
solemn memory of the victims of the Genocide, wsoal
celebrate life after Genocide, life after Holocaust bring
justice to the memory of the martyrs.

April 27, 2007
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REMARKS AT GLENDALE ADVENTIST
MEDICAL CENTER

“And God has appointed in the church first apostles,
second prophets, third teachers, then workers ofranle,
then, healers, helpers, administrators, speakersvirious
kinds of tongues. (Il Corinthians 12:28)

Dear Board Members, Distinguished guests.

The words of St. Paul the Apostle certainly chajkens
all to be responsible for all the gifts bestowedmumus by
God. For the past 100 years, Glendale Adventisphiaishas
truly been a beacon of hope and light for the past hund-
red years for all those who have entered throwgldabrs in
search of care. All those who have put their head soul,
their total dedication and services in this hodpftave truly
understood the depth of the words of St. Paishd' God has
appointed in the Church first apostles, second petg,
third teachers, then workers of miracles...

You are challenged to continue to be workers obohits
in the life of those, who require help and caree Dipening
and dedication of the New Glendale Adventist Meldioan-
ter West Tower is the reflection of your commitmemserve
the needs of society with all the necessary faesljtthus tur-
ning your lives into spiritual tools and becomirg tHands
of God.

As an institution of care and mercy in this comntyni
Glendale Adventist has also paid spent signifidame in
outreach to the Armenian population, for which tezxd the
gratitude to the members of the community and asgu that
their engagement in the mission of this hospitdlliwcrease.

On this special and historic day of the opening eadi-
cation of the New Glendale Adventist Medical Centéest
Tower, we remember the Pontifical visit of His Hels Karekin
I, Catholicos of All Armenians, who, in apprecaii of your
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commitment to improve the health and wellness of ou
community, has presented Glendale Adventist Hdspith a
“khatchkar” - an Armenian Cross Stone. This “kh&seti will
always be the speaking tongue to us all in remopdis each
time we enter into this building. “You are workefsmiracles.”
May God bless you and bless the wonderful mission y
accomplish in fulfillment of God's will.

April, 2007
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“‘LOVE IS THE MOST DURABLE POWER
IN THE WORLD”

“Love is the most durable power in the world. This
creative force, so beautifully exemplified in thie lof our
Christ, is the most potent instrument availableriankind’s
quest for power and security- Martin Luther King

God has graced us all with the gift of love. Eaofetwe
pray to God, we rediscover within our spiritualihe many
gifts God has granted us. Amongst the many lotkdasnost
enriching. Love gives humanity the purpose andvtei®n to
create while bringing peace into the world. As Mattuther
King states, Love is “so beautifully exemplifiedtime life of
our Christ.” Therefore, just as the physical bodydead
without the breathing process, so is the spiritwahout
unceasing prayer. Those who pray become one insChri
thus making Christ the source of their spiritué.liThe re-
ward of a prayerful life is love, “the most duralgewer in
the world.”

“Everybody can be great. Because anybody can serve.
You don’t have to have a college degree to serga.dbon’t
have to make you subject and your verb agree tgeser

You don’t have to know about Plato and Aristotle to
serve. You don’t have to know Einstein’s theoryetdtivity
to serve. You don’t have to know the second thebtkier-
modynamics in physics to serve. You only need @ fudlcof
grace. A soul generated by lotve Martin Luther King

The spirit of serving God and humanity is the kewnp
ciple of life. Christ, our Lord, descended from wea to
serve humanity in its fullest sense. He humbled d¢ilinto
lead us to a transformed life. The true meaninguafcess is
emptied in itself when the human soul is deprivéthe gift
of serving our fellow friends. When service is dgapoted
in the life of individuals, the world becomes atbeplace. In
another message, Martin Luther King reminds usffareént
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aspect of the service and relationship to humanity.

“We are prone to judge success by the index of our
salaries of the sizes of our automobiles, rathemtly the
guality of service and relationship to humanity. evhan
individual is no longer a true participant when he longer
feels a sense of responsible, the content of deropds
emptied’- Martin Luther King

Participation is one of the most unique charadiesisn
humanity. Christ, our Lord, called upon ordinary nmand
challenged them with the sense of participation cihin
itself resonate within us a sense of responsikitityards our
own life and that of humanity’s.

In all sections of life participation and resporl#y is
of vital importance. Be it amongst friends, famighool or
any other institution, humanity ought to chargeliftsvith this
unique characteristic of participation and resgalitsi, which
generate success and stability.

July 1, 2007
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THE BEAUTY OF SPIRITUAL LIFE
AND THE SPIRITUAL WORLD

On the occasion of thé"4of July, this message is dedi-
cated to all those who serve in the United Staresefl For-
ces. May the Lord protect them. May God bless #paded
souls and comfort their loved ones.

Christ, Our Lord, is the source of the spiritudé land
spiritual world. A Christian who follows Christ words and
in deeds is constantly enriched with His divinesgrece. The
strength we receive through the messages of GbhustLord
transforms our spirituality with countless blessinghich in
turn help us understand the true significance ef dtt of
life. A Christian, who is emptied of the presendeGmnd,
cannot bring joy and peace to the souls of oth&r€hris-
tian, whose life is in search of God, has certajpgyceived
the beauty of the spiritual life and the spiritualrid.

Christians, who gather in the name of Christ ultetygpur-
sue a noble goal, namely to become “partakers\ohelina-
ture.” An Anthonite Monk explains how the ChurcHggeus
develop a unique sense of partnership in the dinatare of
Christ:

“Today, through worship in the Church of Christ ean
still participate in these events (Christ's bitife, death, re-
surrection, glorification, Ascension and the decehtthe
Holy Spirit) and experience the Mystery of the Hbigarna-
tion, whereby the Word of God took on human natsoethat
we human beings might become “partakers of divetene.”

The beauty of the spiritual life and the spiritualrld can
be experienced, when we all participate in worghipe Church
of Christ. Therefore, as we walk along the spilip&h, which
leads us to God, we gradually experience the tsdias the true
purpose of our God-given lives. A Christian whoysrto God
is tirelessly rewarded with inexplicable joy, whishthe reflec-
tion of our inner state transmitting the messaggpoitual joy.
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TRADITIONS

“The traditions of a nation are the cementing eleiien
of its identity, when ignored, forgotten or desdistine face
of that nation loses its color, it becomes distortend
eventually its identity is tarnished and lost faev
Traditions serve as anchors for strength and durighiTake
them away from the life of a people and the pewojlleshake
like reeds without roots and fall like leaves sedefrom a
tree..” (Karekin I)

Traditions of a nation are so sacred that they Ishbe
kept and maintained with reverence. Traditionsrareborn
instinctively. Traditions are the condensed wisdanad the
vision of our ancestors. These traditions are dgesl through-
out centuries and are rooted in the sanctity offénaily life
and in the life of the community.

“The traditions of a nation are the cementing eletmef
its identity.” The traditions of the Armenian Chhrare deeply
rooted in the spirituality of our nation to the ext that we
cannot differentiate two kinds of traditions. Therds tradition
has a strong Christian connotation. When used deritsi the
religious context, it no longer transpires the sanessage.

*k%k

“We always hope and in all things it is better tpéo
than to despair.

When we return to real trust in God there will mmder
be room in our soul for fedrGoethe

Trust in God is the greatest gift graced upon upehA
son who has lost hope cannot live a creative Afgaerson,
who has left no room for God in the soul, livesarful life.
God is the root of our hope and joy but aboveialzod we
find undying spiritual strength, which helps usdistance
ourselves from despair and all tribulations.

Our trust in God is developed through our prayelifal
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Prayer is the water of our faith and our trust iadGThe
most enriching and meaningful journey is the joyrivgo
the depths of our soul. Our Lord himself paved way as
He went into the desert and prayed.

Each prayer lifted from the heart is a return taGthe
real trust in God.”
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A REAWAKENING PRAYER

Mother Theresa’s life has been truly dedicated tal G
and to mankind. We live in a society where chdrdag become
a fashion and a source of pride. Those who widbritay joy
and peace to the world and to the poor should volier
example and distance themselves from lavish fusidgs.
She humbled herself and served the most needyth&naords
of her prayer truly reflect her genuine love andpext for
human life. To me personally, the nourishing watisother
Theresa have a reawakening spiritual strength. wiends
help us open the eyes of our soul and mind and tfeel
presence of God.

“People are often unreasonable, illogical, and selfitered;
Forgive them anyway.
If you are kind, People may accuse you of beinfisbel
Be kind anyway.
If you are successful, you will win some falsenfilig
and some true enemies;
Succeed anyway.
If you are honest and frank, people may cheat you;
Be honest and frank anyway.
What you spend years building,
someone could destroy overnight;
Build anyway.
If you find serenity and happiness, there may hbjesy;
Be happy anyway.
The good you do today, people will often forgetdow;
Do good anyway.
Give the world the best you have,
and it may never be enough;
Give the world the best you've got anyway.
You see, in the final analysis, it is between yod God;
It was never between you and them anyivay.
Mother Theresa
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STEPS TOWARDS EXCELLENCE

GOD'S CALL: RESPECT FOR HUMAN LIFE

Society is the fertile ground, which transforms theg-
tern of our life. Often, God works in mysteriousysan our
life to set certain goals in our soul and in ounds thus
enriching us spiritually. I consider my life to laemission,
which should be fulfilled through service and stoei for
humanity. | have often withessed the immeasuraiyeof
individuals who have served through sacrifice anth the
greatest respect for human life. It was at thaetand at that
humanistic magnanimous moment when | felt God'poed
to the call.

THE TRANSFORMATION OF THE PATTERN

OF OUR LIFE

Transformation of the pattern of our life is conulied
with the service and sacrifice we render for huryariihus,
humanity becomes the fertile ground, which chaléengs to
put our life in service. In other words the societytivates
within us the shepherd, the minister, the teached, reawa-
kens within us the knowledge of God and all thesctous-
ness of all gifts bestowed upon us. Therefore, @otks in
mysterious ways, through the hearts and souls ofadlow
brothers and sisters, thus enriching us spiritually

LIFE IS A MISSION

The vision to look at life and grasp it as a missshould
be cherished. With this thought alone we will béeab ful-
fill our life through sacrifice and service for hamty. The
lesson is better understood as we witness the isumaiale
joy of those individuals who have served in soemtand
with the greatest respect for human life. We adl graced
with a calling from God. However, it is only thrdughe
prayers lifted up from our hearts and through tispiration
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resulted in the sacrificial lives of our fellow énds that we
are challenged to respond to God'’s Call. It ishat very mo-
ment that we feel deep in our hearts the spiritt@edsforma-
tion of our entire being and the beginning of theaN_ife.
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‘“WHERE THERE IS NO VISION
PEOPLE DIE”

Vision is the intuitive and spiritual energy of theman
soul. People with vision are able to inspire thepdrsed
crowds and lead them to new levels of understancingd
and their role in the life of society. Those whadenot to
nourish their God-given gift of vision are strippgdm the
joy of enrichment in bringing the newness of libeothers, in
inspiring their fellow friends with excellence.

Throughout history, numerous outstanding leadérs; t
kers, scientists and men of faith have become ysdtalof
peace and creativity. They have cultivated the siiadd
souls of people and have instilled in their heartanique
kind of grace to better understand the true meaningur
God-given Lives. In other words, they have becongegon-
tiffs of our lives, who have led us to God and g@as with
the thought of sharing our gifts with our fellovieinds.

Humanity has the God-given gift to create. Literatb
create means to share. Moreover, sharing is avidumanity
cannot live without vision. Vision is a part of obhuman
texture. We constantly search for a vision in ouneir being.
As a child, these were feelings which reflected paysonality
as | encountered the conditions, which were pasoafety’s
life. As | meet people in my everyday life, | seethem
many gifts that challenge me spiritually. No maansisland.
We all are part of a mosaic that reflects creatiosquty,
relationship and other aspects of life. This vdrgught of
being part of a mosaic graced with equal gifts fr@uod
helps us to better understand the mission of easli

October 10, 2007
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2008 - YEAR OF PRAYER

Prayer is the root of an honest and righteous HKfe.
constantly praying person would turn his life to ewer-
flowing spring of goodness and righteousness. Agrecon-
sistent in prayer, first and foremost, is a folloveé¢ Christ.
He lives a life of prayer and is transformed byypraduring
his earthly lifetime. A person dedicated to a life¢ of pra-
yer is permanently reminded of his God-given lifed g¢he
blessings graced upon him. These heavenly giftst rbes
valued and rededicated to God even more gracefully.

On doorstep of the year 2008, we wish that our gy
would fill our spirits, since delving into prayerowld cause
us to persevere and hereby we preserve the flartie ¢dioly
Spirit within us.“ Do not quench the Spirit. (I Thessalonians
5:19). A person enriched with prayer would discowéhin
the self the innate God-given joy and thankfulnesgards
God. As the Apostle said,Therefore be imitators of God,
as beloved children. And walk in love, as Chrisvéa us
and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering arghcrifice
to God” (Ephesians 5:1-2).

Dear faithful, enrich your lives with prayer. Opgour
eyes every morning with prayer. Incorporate prageyour
daily activities. Breathe peace into the troubledls with
your prayers. Connect hearts and souls with yoayers.
Crown yourselves with prayers at the end of the day

In the Western Diocese, the year 2008 is dedicated
the Year of Prayer. Thus everywhere and at allgjnme our
personal or family lives, in our communities, inr ahurches,
we will be guided by the spirit of prayer, for peayis
nothing else but God’s guidance. Strive to leam phayers
of our Church and forefathers. Pray privately oainhurch.
Praise our Lord’s name. A prayerful man’s life msapeful,
indeed. A prayerful man’s face is radiant and lumom A
prayerful man’s heart testifies the Word of God.
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O Lord, listen to our prayers. Protect us in peand
keep us away from all tribulations. Lead us to pagh of
peace and righteousness. Enlighten us with Youy Bpirit.
We praise Your glory everywhere, for ever and exenen.

October 18, 2007
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CHRISTMAS MESSAGE

“And the peace of God, which passes all understagdin
will keep your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesl
(Philippians 4:7)

In the Christendom, the birth of our Lord Jesusisihs
the embodiment of the peace of God. The blesseld bir
Christ was the manifestation of God’s boundlesse I6ar
mankind. It established a new refuge where hisatad peace,
emanating from within himself, became the path eage,
life and truth.

The peace of God is the leading path of Christ tda/a
God. It is the mystery of the life of Christ. It ike truth
woven in the tales uttered from His lips. Thus @tebrating
the birth of our savior Jesus Christ, we are bayaira In
other words, the Nativity not only demonstrates bloend-
less love of God, but also mirrors our lives. Ie #iraculous
Birth of Christ, we see our very more vividly. Ceqgsiently,
miraculous changes occur in the lives of the faithf

“And the peace of God, which passes all understagdin
will keep your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesu

The birth of Christ is the most miraculous evertistory.
Our human mind is unable to comprehend the Mystdry
Christmas, but whoever believes in it, will alsgpexence
the miracle of spiritual rebirth.

We live in a time when scientific achievements and
innovations occur know no bounds. Though thesevatimns
benefit mankind, the question remains whether tlaebeeve-
ments draw humanity away from God. Thus, mankinieis
coming increasingly decadent and loosing its mooahpass.

The Birth of Christ is a miraculous blessing thatns
our God-given lives into a celebration. One pradtigay for
Christians to celebrate the Birth of Jesus Chsdbireawa-
ken within us the power of faith in God; remainetrio the
faith of our forefathers and to the vision of fayrals a sacred
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sanctuary where our children are nourished splhitua

Dear faithful, the year 2008 has just begun assadrdy
blessing. It is left to us to enrich the New Yeattwthe labor
of faith, thus perpetuating our lives as a testiyném our
Lord Jesus Christ. Let us spread the peace andolo@érist
and uniting the humanity as one heart, one soul.

“Christ was born and revealed, blessed be the révela
of Christ”

May this statement become the cause of your unugasi
prayer. Each time we recite our prayers, we tadgsstowards
God. When we greet each other with the same prayer,
turn into ambassadors of peace and tranquilityunwveorld
and among our fellow human beings.

May the Birth of Christ enlighten our hearts, sg#men
our love for God and bring peace among us. Letedsdicate
ourselves to the Fatherland and the Mother Seeobf Etch-
miadzin, to the blessed land of the United Statesour
Armenian Holy Apostolic Church and to her sacredsian.
Let us remember and pay homage to our fallen nsartyet
us be thankful for the bountiful offerings as weeliour lives
for the Glory of God.

May Christmas bring peace, health, and prospeaty t
every heart and soul, to every family and to thelhvorld.

January, 2008
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A LIFE WITH GOD

The Glorious Resurrection of Christ our Lord is ¢iregle
most magnanimous event in history. The Resurreafayur
Lord reflects the divine strength. Christ our Loesurrected
from the dead and graced us with the message dfstiag
life. As Christians, we celebrate the ResurrectbrChrist,
for therein lies the mystery of the New Life. Thatie
journey of Lent cultivates within us the presenéésod, in
order that guided by Christ, we may reject ourrmture and
put on the New Life in Christ.

» The celebration of the Resurrection of Christ bard
compels us to enlighten our God-given life with gresence
of Christ in our being throughout each day.

* The celebration of the Resurrection of Christ bard
becomes a true feast when we are able to insper@ebple
to have faith in God.

» The celebration of the Resurrection graces us New
Life. In other words, we celebrate the Resurrectmriully
grasp the depth of the words of St. Paul: “To nieisCis life.”

» The celebration of the Resurrection of Christ, bord,
fills us with the deeper respect for the legacyoaf fore-
fathers, namely the Church, which ought to contitm@d-
minister the Word of God as the spiritual bread déaich
faithful.

» The celebration of the Resurrection of Christ bard
helps the faithful of the Armenian Apostolic Churtchsearch
for eternal life. For the faithful of the Armeniakpostolic
Church, the celebration of the Resurrection of &hoffers
the vision to embrace the Gospel of the Lord. Tlessages
of salvation in the Gospel of Christ enlighten ounds and
souls with divine love.

* Finally, the Resurrection of Christ our Lord e tpeak
moment in our spirituality when God enters into tiepth of
our hearts and elevates us to a new level of liéelife with
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God. On the blessed occasion of the Resurrectiddhoist,
our Lord, we extend our best wishes to the zediaitisful of
the Armenian Apostolic Church, the dedicated memslogr
the Diocesan Council, Parish Councils and all Dsaoeorga-
nizations: May the glorious Resurrection — the louis faith
— lead the lives of our faithful towards God, todsrthe
Good and the Eternal.

On the blessed occasion of Easter, we also wokedtdi
extend the good wishes of the pastors and thefdaioh the
Western Diocese to our beloved Vehapar, His Hodirnés-
rekin 1l the Catholicos of All Armenians. May theo@l Lord
bless him and strengthen him with the power of kudy
Spirit, so that he may continue to serve and laadflbck
with the faith of our forefathers.

“Christ is risen from the dead, Blessed is the Restion

of Christ”

Easter, 2008
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A SOUL GENERATED BY LOVE

“Everybody can be great, because anybody can serve.
You don’t have to have college degree to serve. doott
have to make your subject and your verb agree mees&’ou
don’t have to know Plato and Aristotle to serveu¥on't
have to know Einstein’s theory of relativity to \serYou
don’t have to know the second theory of thermodycsgam
physics to serve. You only need a heart full otgra soul
generated by love- Martin Luther King

| purposely chose these words for this year’'s abgem
Through this message Martin Luther King transforntieel
spiritual lives of tens of thousands thus guidingm to make
the inner search into the depth of their souls ehibey
would find the God-given gift of love.

Our mission as dedicated members of the Armenian
Church is clear: to serve God our Lord and duriagjourney
of service bring the light of God to the heartshaf faithful.

The rewards of our service will be given to us bydG
This perception will help us all understand thaketrewards
come from God alone and not from people, for we are
equal in the eyes of God.

The Ladies’ Society is and should be spiritually thost
powerful presence in the life of our Diocese, foistgroup
of selfless humanitarians has taken on the rokembther in
the life of the Diocesan family. The main missiohtbe
Ladies’ Society will remain to be the Christian ealion of our
children. | firmly believe that the Ladies’ Socetiof all our
communities need to rethink about this mission tanglay a
more active role in the leadership of the churchodder to
succeed in our mission we ought to take importéepssin
our fellowship life in the coming years. They indéu

1. To facilitate open forums for all the women bkt
community and lead them into faithful discussions the
benefit of the Church.
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2. To establish closer relationships with the exgst
bodies of the churches.

3. To become the hosting committee for the churcimes
Sundays. Our church needs to become a Church ednter
service. Our church needs to expand her servicgsbeher
walls. Our church needs to be engaged in the lifehe
community. The Church is not an exclusive Church. T
realize this, we need your help and guidance. Alallyeve
need your love — doubled with new members. The dife
Christ our Lord remains to be the true example e¥ise
and leadership, as it reflects His unconditionaélo

The words of Martin Luther King convey to us a
challenging message: “Love is the most durable panvthe
world. This creative force, so beautifully exemigkf in the
life of our Christ, is the most potent instrumewnaigable in
mankind’s quest for peace and security.”

If we exercise the grace of love within our comntyni
we become the Living Church. | say these words i
firm belief that with you, the ladies of the Dioegsve can
become the Living Church and move mountains.

Therefore, it is my request that we rethink about o
mission and calling. Let us reach out to the memoérour
communities with new perspectives, with new methedth
a deeper love and with a renewed spirit of serwgéh an
embracing heart and soul, we can bring all womemhisf
Diocese into the life of the Church and entrustntheith
special tasks and responsibilities. The successiomission
lies in our hearts, in our frequent fellowshipspir in-depth
relationship as was the case with Christ and Hisiplies.

In my closing remarks, | would like to thank God tbe
blessing of your service and love. My special tisatk the
members of the Central Council, but especially 1s.Nbilva
Katchiguian whose dedication and passion cannekpeessed
with words alone. Her leadership in the life of th®cese
has been exceptional and exemplary.

On your behalf, | congratulate her for her accosfphient.
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LOS ANGELES CITY COUNCIL
COMMEMORATES ARMENIAN GENOCIDE

On April 18", Abp. Hovnan Derderian, accompanied by
a delegation from the Western Diocese, participatethe
presentation of a proclamation commemorating thé&® 93
Anniversary of the Armenian Genocide from the Logeftes
City Council. The proclamation was presented by Cibun-
cil President Eric Garcetti, and Councilwoman Weitgyel
to clergy of the Western Diocese as well as comimlea-
ders on behalf of the Armenian Americans of Losefeyy

The Primate in his remarks to the City Council said
“The recognition of the first genocide by the L.Ay Council
brings justice to the memory of the victims.

“All great things are simple, and many can be exgeds
in single words: freedom, justice, honor, duty, ayehop€.
Sir Winston Churchill

These are the words of Sir Winston Churchill whach-
body the vision of the martyrs of the first Geneciof the
twentieth century. They have sacrificed their lies free-
dom, justice, honor, duty, mercy and hope. Theyknell
that the price for their vision would be the coktleir lives.
However, they chose martyrdom rather than the gspre
of the soul and the denial of their spiritual andrah values.
Their martyrdom as the victims of the first genecidas a
special message to convey not only to the childrethe
Armenian nation around the world, but also to huityaas a
whole.

In the grace of your benevolence we turn our egdhd
future and give thanks. As Americans of Armeniascaat
we have not only lived, but have also thrived ia thnited
States for generations. The true values of thimguare
democracy and freedom, two principles that contelio a
God-pleasing vision of universal respect for hurhani

Freedom of faith is a gift from God, which cann& b
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taken away from us forcefully; justice prevails ymhere
we all render unconditional respect for all; horsothe reward
only for those who fulfill the promise of life; duts the con-
science of guarding spiritual values; mercy shdddeflected
in action in our daily lives; and finally hope iset ultimate
virtue which helps us better understand that dresamsealized
beyond the horizon.

The recognition of the first genocide by the L.AityC
Council brings justice to the memory of the victinThey
are remembered in our prayers with dignity and with
promise that history will always honor their madym for
their courage, who gave their lives for freedonstipe, ho-
nor, duty, mercy and hope. Though they were silentesir
vision for a more prosperous future is being fldtil by us,
the surviving generation, but never failed to dtethe dream
of Armenia.

Almost a century ago, the United States of Ameeica
braced the orphans and the survivors of the geaoditlis
blessed country has strengthened in us the renseresk of
commitment to pursue our noble cause: the recagnibf
the first genocide of the twentieth century. Thdél wi God
will be fulfilled. This blessed land has become leoaway
from home for our children. Their commitment for Anta
is firm and genuine and their love for their ancastand of
Armenia symbolizes the love for the people of God.

Our journey of life in this country will be a jowy of
commitments, a journey of successful achievementd, a
journey of resurrection that will bring justice tile memory
of the martyrs of the Armenian Genocide.

April 18, 2008
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THE KINSHIP OF SUFFERING
AND COMFORT

Tonight’s fellowship truly signals the reinforcenesf
the closer bonds between the two communities: Aramen
and Jewish. It was only a year ago when Los Angeiés
nessed a new momentum when the Jewish and Armenian
communities joined together to commemorate the nngmio
the victims of the Armenian Genocide and the Halsta
Last year's commemorative event was the braindfilthe
Honorable Rabbi Harold Schulweis. He has pioned¢hed
mobilization of the religious leaders, politicaltidsts, intellec-
tuals and members of the two communities to voicea
and strong message throughout the world that ttegretion
of the Genocide must be perceived and pursued raxble
cause. Our journey tonight proves to be a signabry and
perseverance for the cause of global justidagether we
will not forget is the leading thought. History demands jus-
tice and justice is a prerequisite for peace.

The honorable Rabbi Harold Schulweis, founder ef th
Jewish World Watch, is not only a spiritual leaadrthe
Jewish community, but a leading figure amongsti¢laeers.
He has a compassionate heart, whose love is tleetieh of
God's love for humanity, whose genuine respect thear
victims of the Armenian Genocide has utterly regecall
political considerations. Rabbi Harold Schulweishaoigs
firm in his spirituality the vision of morality dse continues
to inspire us with the reawakening challengéodether we
will not forget” Commemorative events are vitally important
for our young generations. A nation which refusesespect
the past and tends to ignore the scars of theipdsbmed to
perish. The ultimate significance of these eveatsne: to
educate and illuminate the world with the notionre$pect
for the God-given life. Darfur and many other gedes are
the result of the world’s ignorance about the fishocide of
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the twentieth century. Rabbi Harold Schlweis isbe&e of
the justice for the ignored Genocide. His voicéhis reawa-
kening challenge for the nations of the world.

On behalf of the Western Diocese and the faithfal w
extend a warm welcome to our beloved and visioteagher
the honorable Rabbi Harold Schulweis to salutellugith a
special message, a message which inspires hope hearts, a
new vision for the sons and daughters of the ahéiemenia
which bears witness to 60 years of celebrationgherperse-
verance of the vision of the victims of the Jewk#blocaust.

May 15, 2008
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CELEBRATING 50 YEARS OF SERVICE!

“As the Father has sent Me, | am sending you”

With these words, Christ our Lord, instructed Hecighles
to go into the world and become ambassadors ofsGaalk.

On a special day when St. Peter Armenian Apostolic
Church celebrates the B@nniversary of the establishment
of the mission in the life of the community and D®cese,
the words of Christ our Lord, renew within our #piality
the understanding of life as a mission on earth.

As Christ was sent into the world to change itasowe,
the representatives of Christ, to continue the immssf the
Church and to do the work of God. For the pasy fyars,
St. Peter Armenian Church has taken upon herselhtible
duty to teach our children the messages of Chwkich
constantly transform our spirituality with the imngrength,
pave for us the road towards God to live a Chilg-life,
and to become a true follower of Christ in many svay

The 50" anniversary is a milestone. Tonight we celebrate
the history of St. Peter Armenian Church and hbresements.
We celebrate and recognize the fulfillment of thiegion of
many who have worked hard for this church and hanger-
stood that their lives are special tools in thedsaof God.

On this special day we remember with deep gratithde
leadership of past Primates and Priests, whose &
dedication for their work has helped the faithfolldecome
shareholders in their house of prayers. We prayhiehealth
of His Beatitude Archbishop Torkom Manoogian, whan<
secrated the church and for Archbishop Vatche Huase
and fondly remember their selfless service to thmeénian
Church. We remember in our prayers especially RisYie-
ghishe and especially Father Shahe Demirdjian dinthe
servants who led St. Peter Armenian Church witigelit
pastoral ministry.
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Tonight, we pray for you all so that we may altdis to
the message of Christ and continue to be ambassador
God in the life of the community in fulfilling alihe noble
duties and responsibilities which help the memloeisvate
in their spirituality the Christian spirit but akall, hold firm
in the depth of their soul the image of the Almigfod.

In closing, | would like to commend the hard woflad
those who have taken an active role in the celelralf the
50" anniversary activities including the parish colnttie
banquet committee, but above all, the dedicatioryair
beloved pastor Archpriest Father Shnork Demirjian.

Let this celebration be a new beginning in the neyrof
St. Peter Armenian Church for the glory of God. Ame

November 9, 2008
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CHRISTMAS MESSAGE

“... Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts which
indeed you were called in the one body.(Colossians 3:15)

The Blessed Birth of our Lord and Savior Jesus <hri
brings peace on earth. Peace is the reflectiomefdve of
God. The peace which is being offered to us alyvakens
in us the wisdom to live a purpose-driven life.

The words of St. Paul, the Apostle on the eve ef th
New Year and Christmas nourish our spirituality hwihe
divine presence of Christ, our Lord.

In today’s world, the celebration of the Birth ohist
has been commercialized. Christmas is most of @tha of
spiritual renewal. It is the time that the faith@flour church
hold firm to the sacred traditions of the Churcld anake
Christmas a special time for family reunions andrea
gatherings.

Our prayers become meaningful when we all reach out
to those who are in need. There is no doubt thanwie
make the collective effort to lessen the pain ef ploor, then
the peace of the Lord rules the world and the beaft
humanity are united as one.

Christmas is a special time to relive our faittGad and
to fulfill our duties and responsibilities. Chrisasis a time
to teach one another and especially our childrenptlayers
of our Church. It is time that we relinquish ouawry of
materialistic values and cherish the spiritual amatal values
which are more enduring. My dear faithful, brothargl sis-
ters, youth and children, we can grasp the truenmgaof
the gifts of peace, when we live a life full of gbeervices
and sacrifices. The fuller our lives are with goedrk, and
sacrifices, the richer we are spiritually.

The New Year and Christmas is upon us all to live a
insightful life, led by the love and wisdom of Gdthe world
becomes a peaceful place for us all, when Chrig¢sinis all
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through His teachings. Christianity is not aboutesce;
Christianity is the way of life, which should bevdd in
pursuing the messages of God.

Therefore, let us preach the Word of God. Let Uslze
rate the blessed Birth of Christ, our Lord, andniadful of
the fact that in His birth we are spiritually tréorsned and
called to become the Hands of God to bring peacthdo
world. Let us lead Christ-oriented lives in ordeattwe may
become co-creators in God’s work.

January 6, 2009
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CHRIST IS RISEN FROM THE DEAD
BLESSED IS THE RESURRECTION
OF CHRIST

The Resurrection of Christ our Lord, which provides
spiritual strength in our lives as Christians, he ultimate
expression of God’s Divine Love for humanity. ThQlsrious
triumph of Christ over death graces us continuallth a
renewed understanding of our Christian faith. Tiiggest
miracle of all enables us to transform our God-gilree into
a renewed spiritual life. The Resurrection is tlwverful
presence of Almighty God in our lives.

The glorious Resurrection of Christ our Lord is the
reawakening of the Church. Indeed, the ineffabkendipower
of Christ's Resurrection is difficult to understaid mere
words or logic, but the miracle could be experiehtethe
spiritual life of each and every faithful and thee lof the
Church.

The Resurrection empowers us to live accordingheo t
Word of God, thus drawing us closer to God.

“Christ is Risen from the dead, Blessed is the Resion
of Christ”

By proclaiming that Christ is Risen from the deaa
reject the deeds of darkness in our lives and twmnlives
toward the empowering Light of God. Our forefathbese
lived with this Faith and have taught us to liviEfe pleasing
to God; a life that upholds the Christian faith tpats the
sanctity of family, builds houses of worship andhaus.
This faith is complemented with our dedication e tMo-
ther See of Holy Etchmiadzin and Armenia, and abale
our country the United States of America.

The mystery of the blessed Resurrection of Chnst o
Lord ought to be reflected in the life of socielyspired by
the victorious Resurrection we are called to bectmeyood
hands of Almighty God with a strong vision. If hunitg has
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lost the vision of peace, the main reason is hugraad and
disrespect to our fellow human beings. The globerfcial
crisis that societies all over the world are prégesxperien-
cing is but one dimension of this. As expressedhieynewly
elected head of the Russian Orthodox Church, Himéks
Patriarch Cyril: Today, decisions have been affected by attri-
butes such as greed, loss of control over consempé bid

to enrich oneself by all means and have as mugtossible.
The crisis began when people forgot true value

The blessed Resurrection of Christ our Lord impesl$o
live a miraculous life, to create and to illuminéte souls of
humanity.

“Christ is Risen from the dead, Blessed is the Resion
of Christ”

May the miracle of the Resurrection of Christ emmair
personal and communal life, so that we may puthennew
person in Christ and walk with God, becoming cqgebet of
God's creation.

May the miracle of the Resurrection of Christ grast
the vision to become the living Church through pheaching
of the Word of God, and to work hard for the reation
of the Church.

Our faith in the Resurrection of Christ implies tthee
all are the living stones of the Church, thus we @rallenged
to begin a new life in making God the destiny of e and
above all, to see the new life beyond the horizanthe
Hands of God.

“Christ is Risen from the dead, Blessed is the Redion
of Christ”
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A MESSAGE FROM MONTEBELLO

My dear faithful in Christ,

On this solemn occasion, as we gather to commemorat
the memory of the victims of the Genocide, | wolike to
begin my message by sharing a quote from Dr. Mautin
ther King, a man who had the vision to see his |[gebped
from bondage, to respect the rights of the peapid, above
all, to respond to God's call in his life.

“l just do God's will... | have seen the Promisedd.d
may not get there with you. But | want you to kriomight
that we as a people will get to the Promised Land.

There was a time when April 94vas a day of mour-
ning in the life of our people. Today it has becoanday of
celebration, a day to celebrate the resurrecti@hrahirth of
our great Armenian nation. April 24embodies in itself a
new message. The survivors of the Genocide thougte w
orphaned, but through God's grace received thervisd
become the parents of new generations who livedhé
spirit of freedom and have become the architecth®fiew
Armenia. Today we celebrate the realization ofdream of
the victims of the Genocide through the accomplishi® of
our lives.

This April 24" and every April 24 to come, is a call for
spiritual rebirth, a call to be alert and know thstory of the
Armenian Genocide, the first Genocide of thé" 2@ntury
perpetrated by the Ottoman Turks. This is the daigchvputs
on us the moral responsibility not only to learmr bistory,
but also to pay respect to the truth of historizadts, and
pass on our knowledge to new generations.

A few hours ago, thousands lifted up their prayerthe
desserts of Der Zor for the souls of the victimghef Genocide,
whose bones are visible till this day, refusingpgéoworn away
by the sands of time. Today, in many cities arotivedworld,
Armenians have become living monuments as theyesstn
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to the world, and pay homage to the martyrs ofGkaocide.
Through their marching, they renew in their heartommit-
ment to a creative life and demand justice forrthause.

The Los Angeles Armenian Community must strive to
be a church-loving community, deepening in thegrtsethe
faith of our forefathers, continuing to enrich thives with
the building of schools and community centers, gmaag
their language and culture, but above all being, tdedicated,
law abiding, and exemplary citizens of the Unitadt&s of
America.

Today we are reading about new developments about
the relations between Armenia and Turkey. At trogpall
we can do is pray that the route being sought byeaders
will lead to a just resolution to the Armenian caasnd help
us realize what we have been fighting for as aonafor
decades. May God give us strength that in thig afl things,
we persevere, and remain united in our call faliges

For our fallen ancestors, the Promised Land wasabktay
tan. For us, the Promised Land is the Armenian €huand
the Holy Traditions of our nation and forefatherbe sacri-
fice of our martyrs is the foundation of our lifEheir blood
is the call for constant rebirth. Their spirit leetjourney and
goal of our spiritual life, so that we may live Withe love of
God, faith in Christ while always holding firm iruohearts
the vision of historic Armenia, a powerful Chureimd above
all, a prosperous young generation who will becdhgemi-
racles of change and the future of our great Ararenation.
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OUR VISION IS THE CONSTRUCTION
OF THE CATHEDRAL

“The most essential elements of communal life ané pa
cipation, the will to assume responsibility, volestism and
having a sacrificial spirit.

“May you hold soil and it turns into Gold; May yoaoldh
Gold and it turns into a Soullt is said,“Where there is a
will, there is a way. We would likeo add by saying,Where
there is love, there are unlimited pathikarekin 1, “Christian
Armenia” 1997.

This miraculous message has the power to uplifhthe
man spirit and to bring it closer to our Creatos devoted
members of the Armenian Apostolic Church, we laadsl
of prayer in order to get closer to God. We arerawiaat our
God-given lives require us to base it on certaimahprinci-
pals. With time, we commit to abide by them to emrour
lives and become co-creators side by side withctisracte-
ristic of a true Armenian Christian - devoted ts Rihristian
belief, his church, and the establishment of an éman
family based on respect and high moral valuestihdl could
be realized when our lives are enriched by thedifjiving
and participation, assuming responsibilities arel ghirit to
volunteer and sacrifice.

Dearest faithful in Christ, each of us experierdiéfierent
phases in our lives. We think of these phases alieciges
brought to us by God so that by facing and overogntiese
challenges, we become stronger and are able teragtpre-
ciate our lives. The same principal applies to cmmunal
and church participation, whereby, from time todjrnwe are
faced with challenges, sometimes historical ondschvtest
our resolve and invite us to turn them into missienife
missions.

The Western Diocese of the Armenian Church of North
America has embarked on the God-pleasing missi@orns-
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truct the Cathedral at its headquarters in Burb@&altifornia.
Throughout the past decades, the constructioneo€tthedral
has been a dream for our past Primates, Diocesandl®
and thousands of faithful. The Mother Church wéctbme a
standing symbol of the Armenian community in thadpiora
and a golden bridge between God and his faithflaé find-
raising efforts throughout the decades have bedbmbdase
upon which our Cathedral will be built. With Godjsace,
we will shortly embark on the construction phasettod
Cathedral. Its success is preconditioned on theeapartici-
pation of each and every one of its faithful. Rgpttion is a
mission. Each and every donation, regardless oivitee,
will have its impact on this project. Jesus, stagdat the
entrance of the temple, watched a widowed poor woma
who wholeheartedly donated her two coins to theptem
thereby being awarded by a special recognition.aypd is
our turn to participate and to demonstrate our taillive up
to the challenge of realizing our vision of constilg our
Cathedral.

The Cathedral will become the cornerstone for b
Diocese's Parishes, will strengthen the bond betwibe
Armenian Church and its faithful, and will spreaé Christian
spirit that will become the guiding ingredient afrsouls.

Beloved faithful in Christ, | hereby invite eachdaevery
one of you to partake in the construction of yoath@dral
by placing your rock in its foundation. This Cathadwhich
you will build, will become the landmark by whichuro
children - our descendants in this part of the doriwill
associate with and stay connected to their past thanl
Armenian faith, culture and tradition. This Catladwill bare
witness to the strength of our faith, the samenféot which
that our ancestors devoted their lives. Lastlys tBathedral
will pay tribute to the memory of the millions afinocent
Armenians who sacrificed their lives to maintaieithfaith
and identity.

Let us all commit to participate in this missiomralling
for our souls, and volunteer service and sacrifieeexpression
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of our Christian devotion by which we will build oGathedral.
“May you hold soil and it turns into Gold; May yoaldh
Gold and it turns into a Soul Let us turn the vision of
building our Cathedral into a mission by which @mirits
will at all unite for the glory of God. The Cathatmwill
become the eternal home in which every Armeniah fesl
closer to God and feel His presence. This Cathedithl
enable us to see beyond the horizon - to see tiwusay in
which our children will come closer to Holy Etchrdzn.

April, 2009
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THE 82"° ANNUAL DIOCESAN ASSEMBLY

“Do you not know that you are God's temple and that
God's Spirit dwells in you? (1 Corinthians 3:16)

Beloved delegates of the®8Annual Diocesan Assembly,

Dearest pastors of the Western Diocese and repatises
of our parishes,

We give thanks to God Almighty for granting us the
strength and the guidance of the Holy Spirit toveghe Ar-
menian Apostolic Church throughout the past thieszades.

During the past six years, we had the privilegsdore
the faithful of the Western Diocese of the Armenimurch.
Throughout the past decades, this Diocese wasdoldssthe
service of seven primates, many clergymen and émalss of
faithful who have firmly upheld the holy traditiored our
church and our forefathers. We are humbled beyoealsore
and grateful for their unyielding service and cortmant to
this Diocese.

We also take this opportunity to pray for the dégmhr
souls of our deceased primates, clergymen anddesasts
of Christ. We would also like to raise our prayéosall of
our current volunteers and members who continusetoe
this Diocese and support its many programs andegi®j
The time and effort you all provide is immeasuraduhel for
that, we are extremely grateful.

Today as we start a new era of service, our sa@s a
filled with one of the messages of St. Paul toGleeinthians
whereby we pledge to serve this holy mission etgruto us
with more zeal and a strengthened faith in praissioLord.

Throughout the past six years, we were able toeserv
with the blessing of God Almighty and your colleetidedi-
cation. Together, we have accomplished a great eurob
projects and have enriched the Diocese with many ne
programs. In the following section, we would lilelay out
some of these key achievements.
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Major achievements during the period 2003-2009:

1. Preparation of 14 new clergy candidates, of which 4
were ordained as married priests.

2. A new group of clergymen now serving at the Dio-
cese with various assignments.

3. Establishment of new parishes and appointment of
new priests.

4. The publication of more than 130 different periaic
and books.

5. The acquisition of new properties in various citesl
regions. These properties are already being rerddelserve
as churches for many of our communities.

6. The construction of new sanctuaries has and wiil co
tinue to be an integral part of the expansion of this Diocese.
The construction of the Mother Cathedral, the Chuyail-
ding of St. Gregory in Pasadena, the church bugldinPort-
land, St. Apkar in Arizona and St. Garabed in thes@t
mark the beginning of an era of new Armenian Chesdat
will enrich our Diocese and create houses of worshiour
large and disbursed community throughout the Wegtker-
ted States.

7. We have also been actively engaged and participated
in ecumenical fellowships and interfaith gatherimgsSou-
thern California, as well as in other areas ofecese. We
would like to take this opportunity to thank eactdavery
member of the staff of the Western Diocese all bbnv serve
their entrusted duties with utmost dedication adroitment.

We would also like to highlight and acknowledge the
important work being done by all of the subcomneitef
the Diocese whose members take on the respongibulit
advance the mission of their respective programs.

We are aware that all of our endeavors are short of
perfection, as perfection can only be attributedGtmd Al-
mighty. On the contrary, we will continue to sewgh the
recognition that much needs to be achieved as vaenon
this new era of service. My dear faithful, the psist years
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were just the beginning, as we spent time to |edoout the
Diocese, and the spiritual needs of the commur@yr

mission at the Western Diocese requires us to theateeds
of a very large community. Therefore, we would likelay

out a number of steps we have to take as we prépdmeng

our Diocese to a new level of service as we preftaraeet
the growing needs of our communities.

Step 1: In Search of God:

The search of God in our spiritual life should e @f
the essential elements of the individual and comtyuife.
As Reverend Doctor Martin Luther King said: “Soaysto
you, seek God and discover Him and make Him a pamer
your life Without Him, all of our efforts turn intashes and
our sunrises into darkest nights. Without Him, lite a
meaningless drama with the decisive scenes mis&ng.
with Him we are able to rise from the midnight efsgeration
to the daybreak of joy. St. Augustine was righte-were made
for God and we will be restless until we find resHim.”

Saturday and Sunday Armenian schools as well as the
ACYO are the most fertile grounds in which we catticate
the minds and souls of our precious youth. Edugatire
youth with the messages of the Gospel of Chrigt,Loud is
primary in our spiritual mission.

Step 2: The training of new priests:

The Stewardship program has been a great succdss an
has devoted its time and effort in preparing yooagdidates
for the priesthood. Last year, we witnessed thésfrof this
program with the ordination of four married priesthis
committee meets regularly and follows an agendsetaure
the necessary funding and guidance for the carefidand
newly ordained priests.

We call on you our beloved parishioners to beconages
holders in this critically important mission to aee continuity
and smooth transition throughout our parish network

In addition to the training of the priests, we wile
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establishing a special curriculum for the contineddcation
for all practicing priests to refresh their traigias well as to
introduce them to methods aimed at better executeqg
pastoral duties.

We will also be establishing in-house training foten-
tial candidates. These classes will serve as aitiam before
joining St. Nersess Seminary.

Step 3: Reorganization of Parishes and Dues Paying
Memberships:

We need to acknowledge the fact that the struabiire
our parishes and the patrticipation of our faithfuthe mem-
bership drive require much attention and renewetdidoIn
the coming months and years this issue will be estid
properly and measures will be taken to formalizedbncept
of membership and the structure of a parish. W¢ alslo
work with the parishes to clarify and redefine ge®graphic
boundaries of our present parishes and the comiesinit
which they serve.

Moreover, the most critical element in the life tbie
community will continue to be the praising and lafeGod
Almighty.

Martin Luther King's definition of love inspires us
tremendously. King said the following:

“Love is the most durable power in the world. This
creative force, so beautifully exemplified in thie lof our
Christ, is the most potent instrument availablariankind's
guest for peace and security.

Step 4: The reorganization of the Diocesan Adminis-
tration:

In response to the increased volume of creativithiw
the mission of the Western Diocese these pastesirsythere
will be a reorganization of the Diocesan administra be-
ginning on May 4th, 2009. All positions and titlesll be
reviewed in the course of the coming six monthdétter
meet the evolving needs of the Diocese and the agmiy
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and a number of departments will be relocated & rtbw
offices in the Cathedral structure.

Step 5: The Mother Cathedral and the construction
of new churches:

While the construction of the Mother Cathedral viaé
completed next year, the development of new chgrche
within the Diocese will continue with the purchasienew
properties. We anticipate the completion of the hotCa-
thedral by April-May 2010. God willing, the consation of
the Mother Cathedral will take place, in Septen2@t0 by
His Holiness Karekin Il, Supreme Patriarch and Gltbs
of all Armenians.

Step 6: Establishment of Mission Parishes Desk:

It is our goal to establish a new department thitbe
in charge of following up and managing the affafshe so-
called Mission Parishes of the Diocese. The respiities
of the Mission Parishes Desk will be to work witte tcom-
munities of these mission parishes to help thenomecfully
established parishes with a permanent priest anctlelbuil-
ding of their own.

Step 7: The Reorganization of Diocesan Subcommittge

Around 30 subcommittees currently serve to exethde
many projects of the Diocese. As we had mentiorefdrb,
we are planning to reorganize these subcommittegsexle-
fine their scope to make them more efficient in timgethe
expanding needs of the Diocese.

We will also work on enhancing the communication
network of the Diocese and making more use of auidioal
tools to facilitate the communication between thiecese
and the subcommittees in the various regions. Tbesenu-
nication systems would also be used in linking Ehecese
with the parishes, and the Diocese with variouyversities
and schools.
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Step 8: Strengthening of the Financial Position ahe
Diocese:

It is a fact that in the past few years, the Diechas
expanded on many levels. This also implies thae#penses
have increased and the budget has almost tripleekeiore,
we have to seriously plan to search for new ressute fund
the projects and secure their continuity and siecces

Step 9: Expanding the Endowment Fund:

The Western Diocese endowment Fund has been able to

attract a number of new contributions throughow gast
few years. However, due to our focus on the Mo@ethedral
project, we were not able to expand the Endowmentis
resources to the degree that we had anticipatadingtin 2010,
we will refocus our efforts to raise awareness ancburage
our faithful to make both large and small contribns$ to the
Endowment Fund to benefit our Diocesan projects.

Step 10: Reorganize the Discipline of Ritualistic ife:

In the past few years, we have made many atteropts t
introduce discipline in our ritualistic life. Howex, due to our
work overload we could not give it the attention weuld
have liked to. In 2009 and 2010 we will revisitstigioal.

May 1, 2009
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THE ACT OF PREACHING

“... We preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block t
Jews and folly to Gentiles, but to those who ardled, but
Jews and Greeks, Christ is the power of God and wis-
dom of God: (I Corinthians 1:23-24).

“... that your faith might not rest in the wisdom ofien
but in the power of God. (I Corinthians 2:5).

The act of preaching the crucified Christ our Lagdhe
reflection of the understanding of our ChristiaitifaTo me,
as a servant of Christ, it implies the surrendenhgfe into
the Hands of God. When we preach the crucified SClour
Lord, we then proclaim that Christ, Himself, is thewer
and the wisdom of God.

Today we celebrate the feast of the Recovery of the
Cross, which in itself explains the immense lovésoid and
His sacrificial life upon the cross for the saleatiof huma-
nity. The cross therefore is the door, which leadso the
New Life, a life with Christ our Lord, a life filgk with the
wisdom of Christ, our Lord. As Christ was crucifiegon
the cross, we then are called to live a sacrifildi@) a Christ
like life.

We live in a world where the crucified Christ istno
preached sufficiently and as a result humanity ngpted
from divine power and wisdom. The purpose of toslay'
celebration of the Cross becomes meaningful, origrwwe
enter into the depth of our soul and therein meetctucified
Christ. It is at that very moment that we are tfamsed
spiritually and stripped from all kinds of evil thghts and
deeds, which distance our lives from God and hutyafb
preach the crucified Christ enlightens our spitityawith a
new commitment, in order that we may live a lifsmiar to
that of Christ - just and humble while filled wiacrifice
and God’s peace.

Dear faithful, it is my fervent prayer that we maly
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nourish our spiritual lives with the message of Baul.
“... that your faith might not rest in the wisdormaén but in
the power of God.God is the destiny of our lives. In God
alone we are able to begin a new life. Our trusiGaod
allows us and strengthens us to become architecta o
Christian life. Our faith in God is vital, as it &vles us to
have the vision to look at life as a mission, whstlould be
fulfilled with God-pleasing deeds.

Therefore, | commend you all to hold firm the grade
your Christian faith and continue to preach thecified
Christ, thus proclaiming, that Christ is the povesrd the
wisdom of God. May the Lord fill you all with thidivine
love, and guide you all to walk in accordance with mes-
sage of the Gospel. Be imitators of Christ, andLibwel God
will strengthen us all in our steps to bring chagethe life
of the society, and joy and peace to the heatt@people of
the world.
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TEST YOURSELVES

“Examine yourselves, to see whether you are holding
to your faith. Test yourselves. Do you not realibat Jesus
Christ is in you? - Unless indeed you fail to mdée test:

(Il Corinthians 13:5)

My dear faithful parishioners of St. Gregory Armemi
Church, today, | offer to you the words of St. Pad that
you may take them as the spiritual bread of the lag my
wish and prayer that these same words may be ty&pof
your heart, but above, all the mirror of your saand your
spiritual life. As we read these words and makenthbe
prayer of our hearts, we certainly are in dialoguth the
Lord. For to me these are the words of the Lord araall
from Him, which reawakens within us a new sense of
commitment to apply the message of the Gospel pt.otd
in our daily life.

The Church is the most holy place, where we meet Go
It is the place where we are transfigured spiriyanly if
we become the ambassadors of the Church’s misiare
are able to concentrate all of our efforts to pheaicd spread
the word of God, we are able to move mountainsiasiill
in this edifice a new spirit of brotherhood, a wregspirit of
unity, which would enable us to fulfill the long-aited res-
ponsibilities for the well-being of our childrempyth and the
faithful, as we reach out to them with the spiritaad life-
giving bread.

My dear faithful, each morning we dedicate a cartai
time to examine our physical bodies to just make soat all
the necessary steps are taken to maintain our ewedjland
our physical appearance. The same should also flee@p
for our spiritual life, for our faith life. When wpray we
make God the mirror of our spiritual life. This Gbln and
the community are reminded by the same test. Theg lo
awaited dream, namely the construction of the nburah,
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which shelters us all, has not yet been realized.ddght to
work harder for the attainment of spiritual unitpdathe
lessening of the financial burdens of the Churclpdes the
test and show the strength of our faith. The veoyds of St.
Paul convey to us the truth about our faith andfeeh for

us the way we ought to cultivate our faith lifédExamine
yourselves, to see whether you are holding to yaith. Test
yourselves. Do you not realize that Jesus Chrigt gou? -
Unless you fail to meet the tést.

| also would urge you to read the remainder ofl&tier
of St. Paul, which is equally important for the earal of our
spiritual life.“Mend your ways [brethren], heed my appeal,
agree with one another, live in peace, and the Gaddove
and peace will be with you. Greet one another waholy
kiss. The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and tlowé of
God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be witloy all.”
(Il Corinthians 13:11-14).

With this encouraging message of St. Paul, | atso
vey to you all an account of witnessing of the Bieg of
Muron. | wish all of you were present at the higt@meremo-
ny and have had the chance to experience the [uayer
atmosphere, during which close to seventy thouseaple
were in attendance with a genuine desire to filirthears
with the power of the Holy Spirit. The Blessingthé Water
with the new Muron will enrich your spiritual lifeith the
same passion of those who were physically presetiea
Blessing ceremony. It is my wish that we all arnour
spiritual life with the gifts of the Holy Spirit dsating from
the Holy Muron. As we become recipients of the Holy
Muron, we then sanctify our spiritual life. We bew® true
brothers and sisters in Christ, and we then arengdth
inwardly to offer our love, respect, and understagdor our
friends. As Christians, we all are given thesesgifthe
challenge that the Church offers to us ought toelspondent
with our calling to apply the message of Chrisour daily
life and in our relationships.
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My dear faithful in Christ, we reassure you allttise
will continue to serve you all and love you all kwithe
instructions of the apostle and the power of théyISpirit.

May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the lov&od
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with yolll Z&men.
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“I AM THE VINE AND YOU ARE
THE BRANCHES”

“l am the vine, you are the branches. He who abilles
me, and | in him, he is it that bears much frurtdpart from
me you can do nothing. If a man does not abidedgnhm is
cast forth as a branch can withers; ... If you abid me, and
my words abide in you, ask whatever you will, arshall be
done for you. (John 15:5-8)

These Words of Christ our Lord evoke an image from
nature, which reflects a particular bond: the refethip
between God and man. The vine is the anchor, erd@ation,
which holds the branches. The same applies toelagion-
ship between God and man. Christ our Lord conveysst
the message that we ought to establish our liv€sad and
the words of God within our souls.

This is a prerequisite for us to become the dissiff
Christ. The lesson that Christ conveys to us ispinand
straightforward. If our lives are filled with thepféit of God--
in other words, if we have accepted God to be the vine
and established ourselves as its branches - thelives are
spiritually enriched. For a life emptied of God anhenlighten
the lives of others. God is the reason for all gtimalughts
and good deeds.

The words of Christ our Lord have been appliedh®s t
life of this church, St. Mary, which is in the ewd# its
centennial celebration. In my view, the sole reafkonthe
continued success of the mission of this churctousid in
the dedication of its faithful to God. For as thrariches have
received their nourishment from the vine, so hawgf@unders
and leaders received their spiritual nourishmesnfGod.

Today we are celebrating the Assumption of the Moth
of God and the blessing of the harvest of your yéamés. The
Feast Day of the Assumption of the Mother of God #re
ceremony of the blessing of grapes lead us to statat two
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important messages. The first message is convdyedgh

the life and labor of the Mother of God, in whom fiel the

role model for motherhood, embodied in her humibiyd

faithfulness, which are the most appeasing offeripgssible
at the holy altar. The second message is conveyedst
through the blessing of the harvest. It helps udeepen in
us the understanding that we are all bearers ah®wifts and
ought to continue listening to divine commandmemd living

humble lives with offerings to God, thus renderog lives

as light in the world.

If this is not the course of our lives, we beconie |
those branches which do not grow firmly from theeyiand
resemble those which eventually perish. Therefive Feast
Day of the Assumption of the Mother of God inspires
with the messages of humility and faithfulness, aihought
to be applied in our daily lives. As we bless thapgs, this
traditional ceremony helps us to deepen in ourthiesd souls
one very important message: that God is the soofcal
good tidings. This is the essence of all teachofgShristia-
nity. It is with this thought that we bring thedirharvest to
this holy altar to renew within our souls the vémgught that
God is the vine and we are the branches. Theréf@renore we
read the Word of Christ our Lord, the closer we edonGod.

For the words of Christ, our Lord, call upon ustallive
a life with utmost dedication, like the widow whatgopper
coins in the treasury of the temple. Her gift peshsGod
more than the gifts of those wealthy men who ‘aboted
out of their abundance’ (Mark 12:41-44).

In our God-given lives, the treasury is the Church,
which is both our house of prayer and our familye Wught
to dedicate our lives to our family, the Church.dGthe
creator of the universe, will reward us.

My dear beloved in Christ, stay steadfast in yaithf
adorn your souls with the Love of God and be asktinat
this coming centennial anniversary will serve gmteway to
a spiritually promising future for your church.

August 14, 2009
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THE PRIEST AND CONTEMPORARY
CHALLENGES

“Tend the flock of God that is your charge, not by
constraint but willingly, not for shameful gain, bueagerly,
not as domineering over those in your charge butirge
examples to the flock. And when the chief Shephesdna-
nifested you will obtain the unfading crown of glgs
(I Peter 5:2-4).

“The Church needs priests who are holy; ministers wh
help the faithful experience the merciful lovels tord and
who are convinced witnesses of that |1bW@ope Benedict
XVI).

The head of the Roman Catholic Church has thisagess
for all priests who have accepted the calling ofdmeing
shepherds of the mission of Jesus Christ. They tuestan
exemplary life devoted entirely to His service.

We live in a society in which people easily forgleé
omnipresence of the Lord in their lives and onlgravledge
life’'s material realities. We as a society forgdtatv Jesus
instructed us regarding material things in thig,liffDo not
be anxious about your life, what you shall eat ohat you
shall drink, nor about your body, what you shall pon. Is
not life more than food, and the body more than timg?”
(Matthew 6:25).

Consequently, we priests and servants of the Chaneh
faced with numerous struggles and challenges inegoc
today. It is our duty to deliver the Word of Godlaguidance
to society through the intervention of the Holy 18piAlong
these lines, the Apostle Paul writ¢d€Command and teach
these things. Let no one despise your youth, but the
believers an example in speech and conduct, in |owe
faith, in purity. Till I come, attend to the publiceading of
scripture, to preaching, to teaching. Do not neglebe gift
you have, which was given you by prophetic utterarvehen

124



the council of elders laid their hands upon ybyl Timothy
4:11-14). He further explains his thoughts with thiowing
words: “Do your best to present yourself to God as one
approved, a workman who has no need to be ashamed,
rightly handling the word of truth” (2 Timothy 2:15).

These challenges and imperatives existed at the ¢iim
Jesus Christ, and when we read the Gospels, wsoseany
parallels with today’s society. A priest’s lifeasconstant and
joyous struggle for the salvation of people. luismately
his duty to guide people’s souls to a spirituahpatd thus to
the Lord.

Priests and other spiritual leaders who face tladiesiges
of contemporary society must be constant in witiditag the
never-ending chain of political and economic chajkes,
through the orthodox preaching of the Word of Goifficult
contemporary issues, such as stem-cell researitti,atiuse,
divorce, drug addiction, prostitution, globalizatj@and many
others can be addressed only through the guidamsedpd
by our priests in accordance with the Word of God.

A priest is an angel living on Earth, accordingthe
expectations of the faithful. By following the expla of
Christ, a priest becomes the testament of loveGtiad News
in people’s lives. Through this love, he restorest Isouls,
mends jealous hearts, transforms lives, changestidéminds,
and saves those who are entrapped in sexuallyudase
behaviors.

Advancements in modern science do not break oudgon
with God. On the contrary, they strengthen ouhfaitd prove
His omniscience and almightiness. We must apprekand
innovations as another means of reaching God aedgthe-
ning our ever-delightful relationship with Him. KnDavid
celebrates this ability of ours as followstHe heavens are
telling the glory of God; and the firmament procta his
handiwork” (Psalm 19:1).

Job, in his conversation with the Lord, receives th
admonishment from the LordWhere were you when | laid
the foundation of the earth? Tell me, if you havender-

125



standing. Who determined its measurements — sungy

know! Or who stretched the line upon it? Or what veeits

bases sunk, or who laid its cornerstoihd,Job 38:4-5). And
at one point Job responds as followd: know that thou

canst do all things, and that no purpose of thinarc be
thwarted. ‘Who is this that hides counsel withouhdwled-
ge?’ Therefore | have uttered what | did not undéasd,

things too wonderful for me, which | did not knowHere,

and | will speak; | will question you, and you deuk to

me.’ | had heard of thee by the hearing of the e&yt now
my eye sees thee; therefore | despise myself, apdmt in
dust and ashe’.(Job 42:2-5)

A priest must be a brave and gracious shepherd who,
through his faith, can condemn and ward off thesw#ne
injustice, the poverty, the child homelessness, niateria-
lism, the drug addictions, the sexual perversiamsl many
similar vices mentioned in the Bible. Furthermones bear
the responsibility of continuing the mission of phets and
Apostles whose essence was undeniably that of Tdwist.

Pope Benedict XVI explains this as follows: “To ae
Christian does not mean being ‘on the side of’ §&lamns, as
one who supports a movement or approves of a cduse.
means the submission of self to Christ, and thergha the
life of his family. Christ is the vine, and you avee of the
branches. Holy Communion and prayer, and the Bildethe
ways in which Christ keeps you united to Him; anelse are
wonderful gifts, involving stupendous demands, sslgou
are one getting yourself to be part of its glory.”

A clergyman is the preacher, the educator and tha-o
nizer in his respective community. And by doing ke, is
ultimately satisfied and sustained by the Lord.r€f@e, his
teachings cannot differ from the teachings of Gloig Lord,
as commanded in the Holy Bibletedching them to observe
all that | have commanded you; and lo, | am with yways,
to the close of the age(Matthew 28:20).

The presence of the clergyman in the communityifeégn
and represents Christ Himself. This aspect of thesthood
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engenders tremendous responsibility, as noteddypostle
Paul:“Be imitators of me, as | am of Christ,(I Corinthians
11:1).

A clergyman is the preacher of God’s Word. In ttas
gard, the Apostle Paul has the following messageuso® |
charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jgsvho
is to judge the living and the dead, and by his appng
and his kingdom: preach the word, be urgent in seasand
out of season, convince, rebuke, and exhort, beailiirig in
patience and in teaching. For the time is coming &
people will not endure sound teaching, but havinghing
ears they will accumulate for themselves teachewsstiit
their own likings, and will turn away from listenig to the
truth and wander into myths. As for you, always bieady,
endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist, filll your
ministry.” (2 Timothy 4:1- 5) A priest is the voice of God
and his heart has absorbed the Good News. The wbtts
priest are no longer his own. Therefore, the wargsdelive-
red to those entrusted to him, to soothe their wledrsouls.

Like Jesus Christ, a priest must live a life ofyatraand
holiness in order to shepherd his flock. The Amofteter
says:“but as he who called you is holy, be holy yourselve
in all your conduct” (1 Peter 1:15) By leading a prayerful
life, a priest is guided to live a holy life, thumcoming
capable of leading his flock to live in holiness. @oing so,
he also becomes immune to sinful behaviors suateasit,
theft, malice, sexual perversion, and other viedsch exemp-
lify man’s lack of respect for life. The Apostle ®dad this
to say to the Galatians regarding the vices of nmahknd
the fruits of the Holy Spirit*| warn you, as | warned you
before, that those who do such things shall not erit the
kingdom of God’ (Galatians 5:21)

A priest must also teach the honest lessons ofifech
are rooted in the Good News of Christ our Lord &adior.
It is also a priest’s responsibility to deny angbcéthe scien-
tific indulgences, which might cause the destructod life
and humanity. Pope Benedict XVI has genuinely askbd
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this issue when talking about our respect for lfe. has said,
“If society does not respect human life from itsception to
its natural end, if human conception, gestation airth are

made artificial, if human embryos are sacrificedésearch,
the conscience of society ends up losing the cotdpuman
ecology and, along with it, that of environmentablegy.”

In this lecture, we intend to address a few pressin
issues that are prevalent in contemporary sociedyvehich
beg clear answers from the Church. The first tapat we
will discuss here is the evolution of work in thewncontext
of economics.

In 1996, the U.S. Conference of the Catholic Bishop
issued a statement regarding the state of the avgndled
“Framework for Economic Life,” which in part reads
follows: “the economy exists for the person, nat tther way
around...Economic choices and institutions musjuokged
by how they protect or undermine the life and digwif the
person, support the family and serve the commoil.§oo

Economic policy must be formulated in a way that th
life and dignity of every individual in the socieiy guaran-
teed. The right of every person to adequate housnalgoasic
needs, as well as the protection of the environpmanst be
taken into consideration in policy making.

When it comes to labor issues, economic policy must
protect and respect equal rights for all workergclSpolicy
must provide equal opportunities for everyone ideorto
prevent extreme economic inequality in societydeguate
compensation and lack of job security result inshing an-
xiety and psychological pressures for the workegsulting
in negative ramifications for society as a wholéeTHoly
Bible provides guidance for solving all of life’sgblems in
all times. The Holy Bible grants us the necessasdoam to
tackle all of the problems highlighted in this lee. Not all
of the problems we are faced with today are litgmiscussed
in the Holy Bible, of course. And the solutionsttbhaday’s
society embraces are not necessarily in harmoni tiie
Holy Bible. When the Holy Bible becomes the rockl dhe
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foundation of our faith and morality, everythingselis set
right in our lives. We will discuss the aforemental issues
one by one and present you with our own understgnadf

these issues, in light of the Biblical teachingswioich we

refer during this lecture.

The more deeply we investigate the Holy Bible, the
more we become aware of these facts: Man was dreate
the image of God, and man is a temple where Godlslwe
This understanding about the nature of our exigtesiould
prompt us to live a prayerful life, listen to Hisllc and
follow His instructions, in our attempts to compeed
various aspects of modern life.

Reading the first chapter on the first page in filnst
book of the Holy Bible, we realize that God is tGeesator
and the Lord of the heavens and earth (Genesis\Wd yefute
all of the arguments made by the followers of “dkral
concerning the heavenly reign of God and the eartign
of the evil one, as if these two forces are in s@og of
equilibrium and equal to each other. The Holy Bibpeaks
not only of the creation of the world by God, blgoaof His
continuous involvement in this creation. AccordingChrist
our Lord:*My Father is working still, and | am working.
(John 5:17)

The crown jewel of God’s creation is, of course,nma
King David has the following words to say aboustlgsue:
“What is man that thou art mindful of him, and theos of
man that thou dost care for him? Yet thou hast makien
little less than God, and dost crown him with glognd
honor. Thou h as given him dominion over the wor&§the
hands; thou has put all things under his fée{Psalm 8:4-
6). “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and shdue
it” (Genesis 1:28), says God. This means that we mebd t
stewards of the environment, since we are the arggeation of
the Lord.” Then God said, ‘Let us make man in our image,
after our likeness” (Genesis 1:26) Making, in this context,
connotes crafting; thus the creator is deeply antishately
involved with the primary creature of His creatidmother

129



important concept is the “like father, like sondea, which
calls us to justice, holiness, and truthfulnessuslman is
called to spread the Peace of Christ on Earth,namgeace
of man.“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain
mercy’ (Matthew 5:9)

On the other hand, our mistreatment of the envimmm
continues because of the disobedience of Addharns and
thistles it shall bring forth to you; and you shakat the
plats of the field. (Genesis 3:18) Such disobedience conti-
nues to this day. We live in a world in which s¢ists con-
duct many irresponsible experiments and then parealty
cry out that our planet is in peril.

In his letter to the Romans, the Apostle Paul stties a
little differently: “For the creation was subject to futility,
not of its own will but by the will of him who subégted it in
hope” (Romans 8:20- 23)

A priest is the important educational figure in aogiety.
He must freely and confidently preach and advoftatéree-
dom and human rights. According to Christian Doetfihe
must deliver Christ’s message of love.

From the Old Testament to the New Testament, tihd's.o
purpose is clear: to free His people from the ogpgion and
slavery of sin. This is exemplified in the exodusnh Egypt.
God heard the cries of the oppressed people aad #ebugh
Moses to lead them out of Egypt. This was likeviiee case
when God sent His Son, Jesus Christ, into the wdddus
said: “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has
anointed me to preach good news to the poor. He bast
me to proclaim release of the captives and recavgrof
sight to the blind, to set at liberty who are oppsed, to
proclaim the year of the Lord.(Luke 4:18-19) It is the duty
of the Church and its servants to be like Jesus@odntinue
His works.

In his “Caritae in Veritate” pastoral address, PBgae-
dict XVI states: “Practicing charity in truth helggeople
understand that adhering to the values of Chrigyias not
merely useful, but essential for building a goodisty and
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for true integral development.”

A priest, in his important roles as a preacheraxher
and an organizer, must make his life an exampleutr
which he can lead people to God.

Today’s priest must be aware of the pressures m co
temporary society to get rid of the “image of Gad'iman.

Newspapers, television, the Internet, and all otbens
of media which facilitate the destruction of thenpge of
God in man must be held accountable. When Chrittada
into the Temple in Jerusalem, He witnessed thatHdther’s
House had been turned into a marketplace. Chrigtilgn
turned over the tables of the merchants. His rage demon-
strated through His spiritual legitimacy and autiyoA priest
is likewise an individual who wields spiritual Iéighacy and
authority. The Apostles and the Church Fathers edsocised
the same authority when they were martyred. “Tloodblof
the martyrs is the foundation of the Church,” thleufch
Fathers rightfully exclaim. We witness how modeciesce
refutes life under the guise of beneficial scientxperiments
and actually destroys lives in their premature etagf exis-
tence. The Holy Bible provides a clear answer &séhprac-
tices; they are condemned and regarded as sinfabeger.

How one should understand the words of the Prophet
David as he state§for thou didst form my inward parts,
thou didst knit me together in my mother’'s worl{Psalms
139: 13-17) The Word of the Lord tells Jeremidefore |
formed you in the womb | knew you, and before yoere
born | consecrated youd. (Jeremiah 1:5) There are many
answers to the pressing issues of modern life e Hioly
Bible. Although these issues may be contemporanainre,
the answers remain the same. Jesus characterieethgh
days as follows; For as in those days before the flood they
were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in maage,
until the day when Noah entered the atk(Matthew 24:38)
Therefore, let us remain in the Arc — the Churalitimately
established by the shed blood of Christ. Let usaiartrue to
our teachings especially to those who taught usukdook
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to Jesus Christ, our Savior, who is the truth amal life.
Science has good things to offer; however, as theste
Paul writes,”Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up(l
Corinthians 8:1) Let us learn first and foremosinfrGod’s
teachings. Consequently, it is not by coincideriwd tvhen
our Church forefathers translated the Bible to Ariae, they
translated the following sentences fifsSthat men may know
wisdom and instruction, understand words of insightPro-
verbs 1:1-2), and the continuation of this thougfitie fear
of the Lord is the beginning of knowledde(Proverbs 1:7)

Hence, while science brings pride, faith fortifiket us
remain true to love, the greatest gift of all. A tApostle
Paul says; If | speak in the tongues of men and of angels,
but have not love, | gain nothing...Love is patieahd kind;
love is not jealous or boastful; it is not arrogardr rude.
Love does not insist on its own way; it is not table or
resentful; Love bears all things, believes all tlys, hopes
all things, and endures all things. So faith, hopleyve abide,
these three; but the greatest of these is |b\g.Corinthians
13:1-13)

October 15, 2009
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“THEREFORE BE PERFECT,
JUST AS YOUR HEAVENLY FATHER
IS PERFECT”

This divine commandment calls on us all to deepen i
spirituality the very nature of our Christian idiént the
depth of our faith in Christ our Lord, the exterft aur
Christian love for humanity, the respect we rerfdeiGod’s
creation. Above all, it is the commandment whichlEnges
us to change the course of our God-given life tbading it
towards God.

St. Gregory of Nyssa, the fourth century saint and
inspiration for many, speaks of the Word of God“Hwe
unattainable commandmehihe saint puts forward the fol-
lowing instruction: “For in the case of those thenghich are
good by nature, even if men of understanding weteable
to attain everything, by attaining even a part theuld yet
gain a great deal.”

“Therefore be perfect, just as your Heavenly Fathsr
perfect’ (Matthew 5:48)

| have intentionally chosen this message, for, i find
the ultimate purpose of the mission of our chur¢he
Church is the holy place, where we enter into tlesgnce of
God our Lord and therein we surrender our lives Hrel
whole being into the hands of the Almighty to sehew
beginning in the course of our life. As we all beeothe true
members of Christ’'s body and the living church tiglo our
prayers and thoughts, we question the kind of rage
spiritual journey has been set on and evaluatedabelts of
our week-long life in our workplace, in our relatships with
our family members, as well as our friends. Thewfahe
Church gives us the chance to renew our callingsvarca-
tion to become imitators of Christ and think of tlmattai-
nable commandment” to consider becoming God'’s dien
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“Therefore be perfect, just as our heavenly father i
perfect” (Matthew 5:48)

My dear brothers and sisters, this commandmenuof o
Lord challenges us all to become beacons of lighour
communities. It gives us the spiritual strengtheteercise
certain steps to share our God given gifts betwieends
and especially with the members of this communityst
strengthening the foundations of this small churtough
this church is considered small through the nunddethe
faithful engaged in the life of the community, yare spiri-
tually rich with the measure of your Christian faiEor you
have shown in action the zealousness of the Cdumidife
and that you have the noble goal of virtue become the
friends of God

My pastoral visit to you and this church reawakens
within my spirituality a few thoughts and practiciéps that
| owe to exercise in the coming week. And | inwtau all to
join me in taking similar steps in the course amel tace to
increase within our spirituality theuhattainable command-
ment” “the Perfect lif¢

We all can and should take a moment to structure ou
Christian life by exercising our spiritual gifts theen the
members of our community. And the steps that we t&akd
adopt do not necessarily need to be major onespl8im
actions on our part will bring cheer and changthmlife of
the community, which will grant us all the immeashly
comforting feeling — the very presence of God, \whimites
us all, and enables us atb“move mountains

Therefore, let us all take these few exercisesairttie
end of the week we will see and enjoy the goodltesd our
actions, which will bring us closer to God.

a. Enlighten the life of a friend with a letter, tlvia
phone call or a visit.

b. Share your visions and your faith life with &ifd.
This will help you grow spiritually and increasetiwn you
the sense of accountability.

c. Research the life of a saint, who will be tharse of
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your inspiration.

My dear brothers and sisters in Christ, | thank Gard
bestowing upon me the gift of serving you all. Nothcould
equal to my joy than witnessing the strong presesfcst.
Gregory Armenian Church. Soon you will be celelm@gtihe
centennial of the building of this church. Throughthe past
decades generations have lived the love of Godigfirdheir
sacrifice. This Church has become a beacon of elilight
and will continue to enrich the lives of your chéd and
grandchildren. The harvest celebration brings lesknto your
life. The pastoral ministry fulfilled by Fr. Yeghiand our
services for this church and the community is celgathe
most unique way to praise God. Moreover, the otnaof
the two deacons Brian and Daniel instill within dweart the
hope for a new dawn in the life of this church.

May the Lord bless you all, grant you all with tleun-
dance of spiritual gifts, so that you may contitodisten the
Word of God, which encourages us to see within spiri-
tuality the ability to elevate ourselves to a higlhevel of
faith-life and lead us all closer to God.

“Therefore be perfect, just as your heavenly father
perfect”

November 8, 2009
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“BEFORE | MADE YOU IN YOUR
MOTHER'S WOMB, | CHOSE YOU.
BEFORE YOU WERE BORN,

| SET YOU APART FOR A SPECIAL WORK”
(Jeremiah 1:5)

These are the words of the Lord addressed to thghpt
Jeremiah. “I chose you,” says the Lord. The propkas
chosen to lead the people of God. His prophetisimmswas
to call his people to become partners of God’'s warll His
creation. “I set you apart for a special work,” sdlge Lord
to the prophet Jeremiah. His “special work” waspteach
the Word of God and teach them the God-given laws.

Today, on this historic day of the consecratiolsbfAp-
kar Armenian Apostolic Church, the Lord once agaits on
us all who have become Church builders and parinettse
work of God.

“I chose you. | set you apart for a special workalys
the Lord. We all are blessed for having engageithénbuil-
ding of this magnificent church. We all are chargeth the
divine command to dedicate our lives for the maiatee of
our Christian faith and heritage. We all are choseserve
the Lord and our Church in many ways. And the speci
work, which has been entrusted to us all, has tieerons-
truction of St. Apkar Armenian Apostolic Church.ufy, the
real spiritual mission and the journey toward Gedgjib to-
day. This Church will become the pride of your conmity
and of the Western Diocese as we grace one anoitiethe
gifts of the Holy Spirit. In his Epistle to the Egsians, St.
Paul conveys to us all a very special message:

“You are members of God’s very own family, citizens
of God’s country, and you belong in God’s househaldth
every other Christiari’ (Ephesians 2:15)

The vision of the Armenian Church of Arizona ané th
community has been the brainchild of former Pringftéhe
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Western Diocese, Archbishop Torkom Manoogian ared pr
sent Armenian Patriarch of Jerusalem. Their missi@s
carried forth by our former Primate, His Eminenaehbishop
Vatche Hovsepian, when the Melikian Cultural Hallsabuilt
and served as the sanctuary for many years.

We give thanks for the generosity of the Hosepian S
ters and of all of our godfathers and donors whyetioer
have realized the construction of St. Apkar.

Today, we celebrate the labor of many who respomaled
God's call. | have made numerous pastoral visitatitm this
community and | vividly remember all assemblies dndne
liturgies which have strengthened within us our ootment
to serve and to strive for victory. Some of you éndaken a
lead role and others have shown your commitmedifiarent
ways. This new church will challenge us to takensuand
share the burden of service under the able leagbeostr.
Zacharia, your beloved pastor.

Building a Church is a noble cause. However, thesions
of the Church will only be fulfiled when we becomtong
in spirit and cultivate a God-shaped communityrukt that
this Church will become the pride of the Westermodese
with all of the good deeds being accomplished lyf#ithful
members of St. Apkar Armenian Apostolic Church.ylself
have witnessed the incredible dedication by membgtke
Parish Council, past and present, by Ladies Soonetybers
past and present, and all auxiliary bodies. Scalésis a
strong community in which the members have shoveir th
loyalty to this country in a most unique way. Theérvices
are dedicated in tribute to the victims of the Gade and in
memory of all American soldiers who have heroicaliyen
their lives for this freedom-loving country.

St. Apkar Armenian Apostolic Church embodies the
spiritual message of a miracle brought to lifehis tcommu-
nity. This Church will be a living spiritual messathat can
change lives as well as history. Therefore, my dedrbeloved
faithful in Christ, your faith in this Church wible a spiritual
message for your children and for future generatiofou
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have become ambassadors of Christ and partnersain@h
the construction of this church.

This church will become a beautiful creation of yéaith
and devout commitment and a vivid reflection of yqua-
yer. Today, we celebrate a new Pentecost in outisgilife,
the reawakening moment of the divine gifts of thelyH
Spirit. We praise the Lord, our God, for this hrstalay and
answer to His divine call‘Before | made you in your
mother’s womb, | chose you. Before you were bornsdt
you apart for a special work

God has chosen you and all of us. Exercise yotin fai
fervently and passionately. Continue to be a pah&od’s
work with this church. The Church embodies the d#es
work of Christ. In you, | see the living Church. Wghe
grace and the blessings of our Lord be always woiln and
with us all. Amen.
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CHANGE THROUGH CHRISTMAS

“Christmas itself does not change. It is we, who emge,
and the nation and the world in which we live.”Fr. Richard P.
McBrien

In an article entitled “A Christmas meditation #009,”
Fr. Richard P. McBrien, the Crowley O’Brien profes®f
Theology at the University of Notre Dame conveysisoan
inspirational message which calls on all nationsbting
change in their spiritual life.

Change is a virtue. True change moves into ous Wwith
the faith in Christ. And the Blessed Birth of ouortd and
Savior Jesus Christ as the reflection of God'’s llmrehuma-
nity has the divine strength which transforms autire being
and spirituality, only when we make the commitmientive
with Christ and set a new beginning in our God-gilrees.

The gift of the Birth of Christ, our Lord, is theost
valuable offering from God for the salvation of hamsoul,
a gift which challenges us to change the courseuofiives;
a gift which unites us all with the Creator, a gvftich unites
the nations of the world together into one big fgma gift
which reawakens within our spirituality a real semd res-
ponsibility to reach out to those who are deprivégby and
basic necessities of human life; a gift which helpgo better
understand the depth of the divine messages magiftbm
the Gospel; a gift which has become the mirror wfianer
soul, wherein we see the hidden and dark side pfpiui-
tuality; a gift which enriches us all with the tasktransfor-
ming our whole being and turning our lives intoparitual
tool, namely into the Hands of the Almighty Godwithom
we enter into partnership in the Creation of theldvo

Therefore, Christmas sanctifies the New Year aahtgr
us the vision of bringing change in our spirituaé$. Change
leads us all to joy and peace. Change is a negdgsiivhich
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we all should strive for. Change gives us the magiit to

celebrate the new life in Christ. There cannothzertewness
of life without change. “Christmas itself does rbtange”.

Rather, Christmas changes the nature and the ¢haraic
life to fulfill duties and responsibilities thattimhately give

us all the right to become the adopted sons andhders of
the Christian Church.

The Incarnation of the Son of God in the human f@am
the greatest lesson which ought to shatter theseoof our
lives and bless us all with divine wisdom to shaue love
with all people without exception.

“For God so loved the world that he gave his onlynSo
that whoever believes in him should not perish bhuaive
eternal life” (John 3:16). Therefore, let us quench the thirst
of our spirituality with the same words of the Gdgamaritan
woman:*“ Sir, give me that Water, and then | shall not be
thirsty, nor have to come all this way to dradw(John 4:15).

Draw your life near the living water and celebréte
Birth of Christ, which will empower us all to chagnd live
the spiritual rebirth, a gift from God.

December 30, 2009
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LIFE: GOD’S MOST PRECIOUS GIFT

God’s biggest and most precious gift to us is aher. |
We are called to transform ourselves by living adow to
God’s will and by devoting our life to Him. We shHduwot
be indifferent to our God-given life, but transfoar life
into a spiritual journey in the path of God’s coomdments.

Our sincere wish is that each of us begins the Mewar
with this understanding of faith. Let us begin okays with
prayer, so that our life is filled with God’s lovéet us
transform through divine love our human weaknesgstesa
source of inspiration for others.

The New Year is significant for Christianity becaus
marks the birth of Jesus Christ, the Son of GodisBhas is
the expression of God’s infinite and immeasurablee [for
mankind. Indeed, if the Son of God came down froeavén,
took human form and humbly dwelt among people, ras
expression of utmost sacrifice, we too are calteddcrifice
no less than the widow, whose example Christ pdiotég as
an invitation of awakening to those who were entptd
spirituality. “Truly | tell you, this poor widow has put in
more than all of them; for they all contribute oudf their
abundance, but she out of her poverty put in allethiving
that she had. (Luke 21:1-4)

Human beings have the moral obligation to liveeative
life in which total dedication is a prerequisitell &Af us,
whether parents, professionals, educators, leamtestudents,
should emulate the example of the poor widow ineorid
make our lives meaningful. All our duties are ested to us
by God. They are God’s work and we are obligedeidgrm
them with complete understanding and sacrifice.

Let us resolve to live the year 2010 in ways thatidd
transform the shortcomings of last year. Indeedyder to turn
our God-given life more beautiful and fulfilling,emneed to
entrust our life to God with complete devotion daith.
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“THE CHURCH IS A MYSTERY
BORN FROM THE LIFE OF CHRIST”

“To what extent we have chosen to heed God'’s call, t

become partners with God in realizing His dreafn?
Archbishop Desmond Tutu

Life is a calling that God has granted to each aines.
If we approach life with this understanding, welwaiitoma-
tically become God’s partners to realize the Traththe
Christian Church and to fulfill the mission with igh He
has entrusted us. The more people get involvebddrattivi-
ties of the church and live by its teachings, therenwill
their lives be filled with peace and understandisghey feel
God’s presence in each other.

In our message published in the 2010 Diocesan daien
we declared this year to be the Year of the Chu/¢a.call
upon the faithful of our Mother Church to open thminds
and hearts every morning at dawn with a specialgsrand
to ask themselves a basic question: how and in wiags
can they become a true presence in the life dfitihe Church.

In our New Year's message, we delivered the follai
passage with regard to the mystery of the Churdhe*
Church is a mystery that has its roots in Chrififes, the
truth of which is embodied in our spiritual lifey our daily
life full of love and forgiveness for one another.”

This point has a crucial significance to which wal w
turn our thoughts and the path of our spiritua. lif

The Church is a mystery that has its roots in Chriige.

Therefore, when we talk about the mission of the
Church, we clearly understand that the faithfulowers of
the church feel the presence of Christ, starting Wis Birth
among mankind to His sacrifice on the Cross, arshtally
through the path of eternal life granted to us by Resur-
rection.
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The truth of the Church is embodied in our spititifa
as well as in our daily life filled with love an@rjiveness
for one another. Faith is a God-given gift. Howeith
commands the love of Christ, the pinnacle of wisctorgive-
ness. A Christian has failed, if his faith and loae not
revealed through forgiveness. To create and devétep
Church and to be able to live a rewarding lifes iimportant
that its members embrace life with a forgiving gpiDther-
wise, the Church we have built will crumble, deging its
own foundations.

Therefore, let us heed to God’s calling and turnlves
into a spiritual tool to build the true church acwhtinue to
preach God'’s teaching from its Holy altar, thus&farming
our human weaknesses into strength in service ofkmd
and His glory.

We hope that our spiritual message will act aslinga
for every individual to respond favorably to Godal. If we
take the right step and realize that life is a @oakn gift, we
will not only become His partners, we will alsodea God-
pleasing life which will culminate in church-buitdj endea-
VOrs.

Let us, therefore transform our life into an expres of
prayer and faith. It is only then that the entirerld will
become one vast Church, where mankind will followthe
footsteps of Jesus Christ from His Birth to His rglas
Resurrection.

January 2, 2010
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LET US BUILD
SPIRITUAL CATHEDRALS

It is high time that the Church reclaims its prop&ace
and role in our public life. Present day societtesyhich we
all belong, have departed from the Church’s trAtha result
of the absence of the church from our life, ourig@ode is
filled with immoral practices and dealings. Henta, that
very reason, people have lost respect for one anofhis
seemingly very simple fact causes people not anlyeep a
distance from each other but also to be distanwed God.

Therefore, it is time that spiritual cathedralstaelt in
every community, so that, with the creation andaargation
of the churches, we unite the children of each camity,
enlighten them spiritually and impart on them Goltige
and Christ's Gospel. It is necessary that the Ghueturns to
its roots, otherwise, the trends and affectatidrih® outside
world will erect a wall between God and man.

If we speak of building spiritual cathedrals, it net
something implausible that we’re talking about. @re
contrary, by lending our lives into God’s sacrechds we
will find ourselves becoming very active participgrHence,
by creating spiritual cathedrals and religious aigations
we will definitely unite our dispersed people arfre with
them spiritual nourishment.

The mystery of the Church is of outmost importance.

Born from the life of Christ, this mystery impatts us the
basic message so marvelously expressed by Bishemdel
Tutu: “We can be human only together.” Thereforg, aa
family of believers in Christ, the Church inspiresd
strengthens our conviction that the thing most irtgod in a
person’s spiritual life is being together. For miancalled
upon to share his life and his graces with everg gane-
rously and without discrimination. By uniting in @$t and
by sharing with each other our God-given graces,wie
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surely strive to achieve a humane morality.

The more we build the spiritual cathedrals, theange
become aware of God’s power in our lives. The mee
build those spiritual cathedrals, the easier we stay away
from all those unfamiliar mysteries, wickedness avats,
and all kinds of abominable customs, for the chusckhe
golden ring and the knot which binds us to God.

January 3, 2010
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CHRISTMAS MESSAGE

“For to me to live is Christ. (Philippians 1:21)

The Birth of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ &s tikti-
mate reflection of God’s immeasurable and eteroa Ifor
humanity. It is through this blessed miracle, thetBof our
Savior, that we perceive the value of God’s moscious
gift of life bestowed upon humanity.

Christianity is neither a science nor a philosopgbiris-
tianity is God’s path leading towards the truthisla calling
which we have received at birth and are obligetivio tho-
roughly.

Furthermore, as we celebrate the Birth of our Land
Savior, we call on those who follow His path andesgd His
Word. The relationship between God and man is d¢mmdid
by a covenant. The Birth of Christ, our Lord, cdidates
within us this covenant which we have received ufgiothe
Baptismal Font. The covenant needs to be refleicteaur
daily life in exemplifying the Life of Christ witla peaceful
spirit, a vision of brotherly love, a fruitful yeumble lifestyle,
the respect for God’s creation and all other Clamstmoral
values which make life a true blessing.

We are on the doorsteps of 2010. As the year 2009
draws to an end, we must reflect on our past yest®mp-
lishments and evaluate the scope of spirituality amccess
of our lives.

The Church is God’s enormous gift to us. It isrgithened
with the reawakening of our faith. Consequently,ameounce
2010 as the “Year of the Church.” In 2009, chur@mn-c
structions throughout the Western Diocese had eshaew
heights. These churches became sanctuaries fdaithfiul.
They served new communities and delivered His \Wdiate
importantly, they guided our youth to the faith air fore-
fathers.
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The Celebration of Christmas for a faithful is awne
rebirth in Christ. When we celebrate the BlessedhBof
Christ, we are not only celebrating the Epiphanyhef Lord
but also His everlasting presence in our livegshiBirth of
Christ, we see the Rebirth of humanity, our motred| the
Call to Peace and the prosperity of the Mother &eddoly
Etchmiadzin.

Dear faithful of the Armenian Church,

Let us celebrate the Holy Birth with the purity thfe
heart of a child. With the joy of His Birth, we Wheet all of
life’s challenges especially during the financiabis. Let us
strengthen our faith during these challenging tiraed let
the source become the Blessed Birth of our Lord.

As we celebrate the Blessed Birth, we free ourselve
from our flaws and sins. In addition, we set owsslon the
path to righteousness. Therefore, this miraculaenefills
our hearts and spirits with joy. God’s love for hamty is
reflected in the Birth of our Savior. There canbeta greater
gift than the Blessed Birth of His Only BegottennSato
this world. Moreover, as we attempt to fathom thegmtude
of His Love, let us prove our worthiness of beiradjed His
own. Let us devote our lives to serve Him.

Dear faithful,

Fill your lives with God’s Love. Let the Birth of list
become a rebirth in your lives. Let us love onetheoas He
loves us. Let our churches strengthen your bonds @&od.
May God bless each and every one of your familgth its
rich and holy traditions. Let the Blessed Birth @@ a new
beginning and a new awakening in your religiousdiv

Christmas, 2010
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CLOSER TO GOD

The Great Lenten spiritual journey guides our lif@sa
return to God which is conditioned through prayklifa and
fasting. Throughout the Lenten period, our Churdfters
spiritual readings and prayers which clearly explkaie role
of prayer and fasting as special tools which catevour
spiritual live with the Love of God. In deepeningthvin our
identity is the consciousness that all humanitplessed by
the gifts of the Holy Spirit. The sixth chaptertbe Gospel
according to St. Matthew teaches us about prayérfas-
ting. These inseparable acts aim to lead our lieegards
God. “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth,
where moth and rust consume and where thieves break
and steal, but lay up for yourselves treasures iraken,
where neither moth nor rust consumes and where tlae
do not break in and steal. For where your treasusg there
will your heart be alsd (Matthew 6:19-21)

Some 25 years ago, | read a book entitled “Christia
Morale” authored by the late Archbishop Sion Mariang
In it, | met passages dedicated to prayer anditiés Mpor-
tance. | would like to share these reflections \ilida reader.

Prayer is the breathing of the soul. As we canna |
without breathing air, the same concept appliesuiospiri-
tual breathing. Without prayer, we are spirituaihausted.

The purpose of prayer is to live in the presenc&aod,
to converse with God and to be filled with divineesgth.

One who is guided by prayer becomes consciousePray
helps us to better recognize our inner self; ersabteto see
the essence of our spiritual life, our egoistidifggs, our fears
and doubts. Prayer cultivates within us the feebhgespon-
sible life, but above all, humility.

Therefore, based on the thought of many as wethas
reflections of the late Archbishop Manougian, wa ckearly
state, that prayer leads the human being to “semf. Ghis
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grace of prayer is granted to us all without exiceptHow-
ever, it is important that our prayer be unceasmgature,
for prayer strengthens our spiritual life in makiGgd the
destiny of our life.

Unlike previous years, this year we have choseshtoe
weekly messages rather than daily reflections whighne
communicated to our readers on our website. Eadk ywee
will have one specific theme. Our message for itse Week
of the Lenten journey is “Surrendering into the Hsrof
God.”

To me personally, the person who commits the self t
prayerful life and fasting is in a way surrenderithg self
into the Hands of God. Putting our trust into thanHs of
God should be and is the ultimate goal in surrdndeto
God. For a person who craves the epitome of splriite
needs to take three important steps.

Step one: fleeing from the ordinary life into aekeplace.

Step two: the attainment of solitude and silence.

Step three: conversing with God. Any person, who is
able to follow these three steps, certainly fekés gresence
of God. God becomes the mirror of our spirituad.lif

This exercise helps us to see the depth of ourlteirey.
This is also the moment of transfiguration or $pai trans-
formation. Christ, our Lord, exemplified this litgke in pa-
ving the way for humanity towards God.

The Great Lenten period is the call for humanity to
return to God. Throughout the Lenten journey, Isttake
courage to read the Holy Bible in a more disciglif@shion;
to make the prayer of our forefathers the prayeswfheart
and to exercise fasting. These steps will also bsl be the
new person in Christ. St. John Chrysostom conveysstan
inspiring message in stressing the importance ahgh in
our spiritual life, not in a sporadic fashion batan enduring
manner. “But we must see that it is not for a feaydthat
we are required to change but rather for a whde’ li

Dear faithful in Christ, | wish you a spirituallyplifting
journey. Let each day of the Lenten period be @ $te
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bringing you closer to God. This will be the tinwe Epiritual

preparation when we mature in our faith to be ablsee and
grasp the ultimate destiny of the Lenten jourrteg. Victorious
Resurrection of Christ, our Lord.

February 15, 2010
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PARTNERING WITH GOD

The second Sunday of the Great Lenten Period which
namely known as the Sunday of the Expulsion can be
entitled “Engagement in God’s Work / Partneringhnn@od”.
| have purposely chosen these titles with the thoubat
humanity needs a Return to God. Furthermore, bidimgi
churches, being involved in humanitarian projeatsl @
many God-pleasing projects, we exemplify engagennent
God’s work. By taking on these glorious tasks, we i@s-
ponding to God’s call. In other words, God is sagkto
enter the hearts of individuals but above all, Bleshowing
His love and care for mankind.

The Sunday of the Expulsion is remembered in our
Church with a specific reference to the first Adamo was
expelled from Paradise due to his sinful life. Hoem
during the course of the same day, the prayersioFathers
and Gospel readings remind us that God is compzssio
Additionally, we are given the chance to be reitestan our
adoption as sons and daughters of the Almighty Bozligh
confession and repentance.

On the first Sunday of the Great Lenten period, we
focused our thoughts on surrendering into the Had3od.
On this second Sunday, we wanted to focus on parghe
God’s work. The Sundays of the Great Lenten pesai@dthe
steps, which head our lives toward God. Each Suhdaya
specific theme with specific Gospel readings. Aspaetici-
pate in all of the religious services and tradsi@stablished
by our forefathers, we are able to cultivate oundsi and
souls to live a Christ-like life. In other worddhet entire
period is a time of spiritual preparation, whichds us to the
Victorious Resurrection of Christ, our Lord.

In our concluding remarks, | would like to sharehayou
brief a thought by Bill Peatman which gives useaclunder-
standing of what it means to be engaged in Godikwo
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“God appears to be looking for partners who will isha
in the saving work of the Gospel. God’s invitatio
available to us all — not based on merit or perfamoe. God
accepts us. What's in question is whether we wiliept
Jesus’ invitation to join him.

February 21, 2010
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PRAYING FOR FORGIVENESS

The third Sunday of the Lenten Journey is knowtha
Armenian Church as the “Sunday of the Prodigal Sdhe
lesson of the day deepens in our spirituality mamyortant
thoughts such as confessing our wrongdoings amds flaut
above all, praying for kindness and forgiveness.

Confession and forgiveness are two virtues thahbtay
be applied in our lives. There is not a single that passes
without failures. However, the Christian faithfulght to
evaluate his day with a confessional prayer to Gius
truly is the defining moment and is the specialetiwhen we
once again put on Christ and live with love. ThenAghty
God embraces us once again with love and kindmé#s,a
forgiving heart, reinstating us in our originalhitg

This is the very lesson that all of us take from lgsson
of the day, as we read the parable of the Prodgal. The
parable mirrors our life. The Prodigal Son représémman-
kind with our spiritual turmoil, while the fatheepresents
the ever-presence of the Almighty God. Therefaeeuk al-
ways be forgiving in nature and be Christ’'s Haralsttange
the lives of those who have prayers of confession.

“Christ has no body on earth but yours, no hands but
yours, no feet but yours. You are the eyes thraupith
Christ’'s compassion for the world is to look outuys are the
feet with which He is to go about doing good; andrg are
the hands with which He is to bless us rickeresa of Avila.

February 28, 2010
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EVALUATING
THE COURSE OF OUR LIVES

The fourth Sunday of the Lenten Journey offershes t
special time to evaluate the course of our lifec@ding to
our Church tradition, we are offered the parabléhefunjust
steward, which mirrors in its broader scope, olati@nship
with God. Often, we fail in our responsibilities live a life
with God, and often forget to apply the message€tuist,
our Lord, in our every-day life. However, we araltdnged
to set a new beginning as we make the firm decismn
change the course of our life.

We are all stewards in the vineyard of the Almigahd
are entrusted by God to bring the good tidingsheworld.
Moreover, we all tend to go astray as we cease tméssen-
gers of God’s Word. However, as we are called witebuke
and warned to be stripped of our privilege, we augh
acknowledge that the hour of decision is at haneviluate
the course of our life.

For a Christian, change has a unique significatice.
connotes to our connectedness to the Creator ancetwn
to God. Christianity is all about living the Word God and
becoming the “salt” and the “light” in the life ¢fie world.
Surrendering into the hands of God, partnering @itiu, con-
fessing to God and praying for forgiveness area@lirageous
acts of faith. Furthermore, they require from us firm
commitment: the hour of decision. God calls on ligoabe
His Servants. This honor and the privilege fromtdssd
upon us by God leads us to spiritual transformation

“Make your life a mission — not an intermission”.
Arnold Glasgow

March 7, 2010
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PRAYING TO GOD

Praying to God is the ultimate message of the ftim-
day of the Great Lenten Journey. The Gospel remisds a
certain widow confronted by an unjust Judge, whse ¢@n-
tinuously ignored her case. However, the widowigldéiss
and unceasing prayers led the judge to changghdsance.
Additionally, he became ashamed of his behaviorawie
actually see in the commitment of the widow is ttiection
of divine strength. God chose her to be an ambassaid
changing the hardened soul of the public servant.

Certainly, we all acknowledge the fact that we @heis-
tians and thus, are the followers of Christ. Howeaenba-
ssadorship requires solidarity with Christ. Ourd.dwas con-
stantly prayed in the presence of His disciples. talgyht
them how to pray and cultivated in them a sensmofinuity
in their prayer life. The journey towards God regsaicertain
spiritual discipline. Prayer is the most importapiritual
discipline, which needs to be applied in our déiy if we
are eager to become ambassadors of Christ.

“We are Christ's ambassadors, as though God were

making his appeal through u$ (2 Corinthians 5:20)

March 14, 2010
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BECOME AN IMITATOR OF CHRIST

The sixth Sunday of the Great Lenten Journey isMkno
as the Sunday of Advent. Truly, as we walk throulga
journey with the prayers of our fathers and disoglour
Christian lives with certain traditions of the Amign Church,
we then grasp the essence of the Incarnation oStre of
God to be the reflection of God’s immense lovehiamanity.

Incarnation conveys to us all the message of htymili
The Son of God humbled himself from Heaven to be
amongst the people thus paving the way to God.oAlls
need to be the embodiment of Incarnation in our ovays,
humbling ourselves for our beloved one, sacrificiog lives
for the wellbeing of our families, friends and t@mmunity.
Those who are able to live the depth of the Indesnacan
also be able to be a shareholder in the life ofisfhespe-
cially from the Victorious entry into the city oetusalem,
through the crucifixion and finally the glorious ferection.

Therefore, let us eagerly continue our spiritualrpey
till we reach the doorsteps of the Holy Week.

March 21, 2010

156



“PEACE BE UNTO YOU,
ITIS I, FEAR NOT”

The glorious Resurrection of Christ bestows upothes
gift of peace which humanity will enjoy when we liza
with intense belief the enormity of the miracle.

To experience the Holy Resurrection, it is impeeti
that we renew our spiritual life. Otherwise, thertain mind
and reasoning are unable to pierce through thes fofcthe
mystery of the Resurrection and find a new pathlifef
leading to Christ, our Lord. For, after the Resctite, when
Christ approached his disciples, He not only gbébem
saying, “Peace be unto you, it is |, fear not,” Keu24:36)
He also made a specific statement, that only throdgnm
was peace possible to mankind in the world.

On the blessed day of the Holy Resurrection, thes€h
tian faithful greets one another saying: “Christigen from
the dead,” with the earnest belief that His Restioa
becomes the way of light for those walking in tleekd The
Christian who utters this greeting hears, deepsrsbaul, the
message of Christ: “Peace be unto you, it is I, fed,” and
with that we confirm the rebirth of a new spiritlié¢ within
ourselves. Hence, to celebrate the mystery of tbly Re-
surrection without this renewal in our daily spiat life
would probably mean that we have not fully underdtthe
meaning of the Holy Resurrection. An insightful Aemman
clergy of the 280 century has defined the Resurrection of
Christ as follows:

“The Resurrection of Christ should be transformetthwi
in ourselves into that unending spiritual power,iethsheds
light in the dark, inspires hope in despair, pee®g with
faith in the face of fear and doubt, combines hitynwith
joy, includes others in our personal benefits; o, it per-
meates everything with the strength of love andcegwyus
with the desire and vision for immortality
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Therefore, the celebration of the Holy Resurreatib@hrist
defines the spreading of the heavenly light in spiritual
life. To celebrate this holy day means to find witlis the
hope of new visions. The Resurrection of Chrisivées to
us the message to lead a humble life. In shortRé®irrection
of Christ bestows upon us the love of God, so wWatrans-
form our life into a sacrifice and a gift to Go®scred Altar.

Christ’'s message isPeace be unto you, it is |, fear ndt

This is a call addressed to us all, to come intoroon-
ion with the mystery of the Resurrection of Chratd to be
transformed and be draped in light and transminlek.

“Peace be unto you, it is I, fear nét

This is a call addressed to us all, so that we rneco
witnesses to the Resurrection of Christ, by suféewith Him,
and filling our lives with sacrifices.

“Peace be unto you, it is I, fear not

This is a call to the new covenant, so that we ddsa
new prayer to God and live our life under His guick and
become the expression of His Heavenly Love.

For two millennia, the mystery of Christ's Resutrec
has enlightened and enriched people’s lives. hsdmdy power,
glowing through the mystery of the Resurrectiors, bestowed
upon humanity the understanding to turn to God,Cresator.
The time is now to fill ourselves with the spirit the Holy
Resurrection, act according to its vision and c#reymiracu-
lous torch of Christ's Resurrection to future gexiens.

“Peace be unto you, it is |, fear not

Let us turn Christ's message into a prayer in aarh
and live as true Christians. Let us walk in His veayd seek
and see purity and goodness in every person. Lstrivg to
fill our soul with creative activities and finalligt us feel the
inexplicable that we have transformed our life iatsource
of light, from whose trenches glows God’s Word, thater
of life that gives everlasting life to all those evpartake it.

“Christ is risen from the dead
“Blessed is the Resurrection of Chiist
April 3, 2010
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THE CHURCH IS THE KINGDOM
OF GOD

“Blessed are the Church Builders”

This is the message conveyed to us by the forafatife
our Holy Church who have dedicated their entireedivto
spread the Word of God. Throughout the one hungeeds,
the holy presence of the Almighty God within thellg/af
St. Gregory filled and captured the hearts of tleidh
priests, deacons, and the faithful alike. This ssary of
Fowler is witness to the transformation and theritsiail
reawakening of its faithful.

The Church is God'’s residence and we are the tenant
We must carry on the mission of the Armenian HopoAto-
lic Church by committing ourselves to spread theryglof
the Good News. The Church is the pathway of lea@imgst's
flock to the Heavenly Kingdom.

Dear faithful of Christ, on this occasion of thetannial
of St. Gregory the llluminator Armenian Churchisiour wish
that you fill your lives with seven messages ofi€hour Lord.

“The Heavenly Kingdom is like a precious stone fior w
ch one can sacrifice anythihgrhis is the first message. The
Church, the body of Christ and our spiritual saacu
resembles the blueprint of the Heavenly Kingdom. ols
Church forefathers have devoted their lives to @eirch
and have made her the essence in their lives,sgenslcome
that invitation. Many of the faithful of St. Gregohave wel-
comed this invitation throughout the 100 years wjien arms.

“Love God with all your heaftThis is the second mes-
sage. It is through this message where we commnitives
entirely to God for He is the source of Love. Tliere, let
us show our appreciation for His Heavenly Love wathr
good deeds.

“Love your neighbor as yourséliThis is the third mes-
sage, which exemplifies our love for God. We, &s riiem-

159



bers of the Body of Christ, must share the Lovehiitose
around us as we were made in His own image.

“Do onto others, as you would have them do onto’you
The fourth message is the Golden Rule of the Gospeha-
nity is in desperate need of following this rule.

“Come to me, you weak and burdened ones for | will
bring you rest’ The fifth message is an invitation. We must
strive to listen to God’s voice, for He is the oiéte Truth.

“He who is thirsty, let him come to Me and drinkniro
the fountain of the Heavenly Kingddrdve, as the followers
of Christ, are obliged to follow this beautiful nsege.

“He who believes in Me shall not walk in darkne$se
seventh message unites us with Christ for He id ipet of
our lives.

Dear faithful, for one hundred years, you haveshsd
to the Word of God from this Holy Altar. These magss
provide us with spiritual nourishment we need. €aetennial
celebration is an invitation for a reawakeningit@ Ithe life
of Christ, to fill our souls with faith, to pray fdhe departed
souls of the clergy and the lay whose souls ateerbounty
of His Heavenly Kingdom. Let us pray for those vdomtinue
to remember this church in their prayers.

We wish to convey our sincere wishes to Rev. Arch-
priest Fr. Yeghia Hayrabedian, the Parish Coutiwd, Ladies
Society, the Deaconate, all auxiliary bodies arelfeithful.
For hundred years, you have collectively maintaitied
glorious Parish of the Western Diocese. Let us mbe the
Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin, the place whereSgegory
the llluminator became the holy forefather, thatfiCatholi-
cos of our Holy Church.

From that day forth, the number of Armenian chusche
grew, as did the faith of our people. The small camity in
Fowler exemplifies great faith. We are confiderdttmany
generations will sustain the faith of our holy fiathers.

Dear God, keep this church. Keep your faithful fraln
evil and enlighten their lives with the Holy Spisib that they
may turn to You and glorify You. Amen.
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THE 83"° ANNUAL DIOCESAN ASSEMBLY

“Being a Christian, or follower of Jesus Christ, ue@s
much more than just having a personal and transiiogm
relationship with God. It also entails a public atrdnsfor-
ming relationship with the worlt

Richard Stearns

My dear brothers in Christ, priests and pastorghef
Western Diocese and distinguished delegates, | heve
intention to read my annual report, as it has lstmibuted
to you. What | would like to do is share with yoewf
thoughts, which | believe are important for theewal of
our faith in God and for the rejuvenation of ouirigpality as
we continue to be engaged in the life of the Chuashagents
of God and as spiritual architects of our commesiti

The aforementioned words are chosen from the book
“The Hole in the Gospel” authored by the presid&rivorld
Vision. These words are addressed to us all, aalam to
dedicate our lives for the mission and well beirfgtize
Church. We all know well that we have embarked quest
to be model Christians. In order to complete thesal life-
style, we need to transmit the love of God to teepbe of
God. This certainly challenges us to have the ‘qeakand
transforming relationship with God, cultivating i us a
pure soul, a heart full of divine love and a miad by divine
wisdom. The message however, very clearly conveybd
Christian believer a special requirement much ntioaa just
having a personal and transforming relationshifp @od, it
also entails a public and transforming relationshith the
world. The world is represented manifold - the figmi
setting, the Church community and the extended caniiy
at large. As ambassadors of Christ, we need tociesesour
faith and bring the light into the world. Christrouord, in
addressing to His disciples, commanded them sayibet
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your light shine before men, that they may see ymad
deeds and praise your Father in heaven

| urge you all to take heed to this message, apdyap
in your Church and community life. All of us fulfiobur
duties in some ways, specifically or solely witlor respec-
tive communities. The mission of our Church and \tes-
tern Diocese however, requires that we broadespketrum
of our dedication and vision for the entire famlidy exten-
ding a helping and supporting hand to one anothken
only the name of the Lord will be praised and died. For
the past seven years, much has been accomplistiedhei
participation of all priests and lay leaders. Thsult of our
work would have been hundredfold if only we woulavl
reflected our interest and love, support and hgliand for
the newly trained priest, for the newly establisliratishes
and for the missions and projects initiated at Ehecesan
level.

My dear delegates, the Lord has blessed us all with
numerous gifts, which grant us the spiritual sttengnd
challenges us to share them with all. We, as thegdees of
the Western Diocese of the Armenian Church, arehen
verge of a new era. This new era requires fronofalls the
urge to re-evaluate the mission of our Church,ttalys the
needs of our churches and the faithful, to seekidbés for
reform, to constantly dream of a renewed Churchddres-
sing the contemporary issues facing us today, bave all,
to understand the divine nature of our mission.

The Western Diocese of the Armenian Church is repre
sented by this distinguished Assembly. This Assgmsl
called to progress and grow spiritually. It is tirti@at this
Assembly and the respective members respond tosGadl
with constant prayer and richer faith, thus, becmnihe
hands of God in the work of the Church. This Assemb
needs to become the source of spiritual transfoomator it
takes transformed people to transform the world.vi$mon
and hope will be accomplished if we are not congaetb do
the work of God with His love. The basis of all sess is the
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divine love, which ought to be lived thoroughly atrdns-
mitted with humility. What we do and realize in dDiocese
is only the ordinary. What is expected from allusf is the
miracle, the unthinkable, the unexpected, the rah@ivour
souls, the empowered faces of our community wighgtfts
of the Holy Spirit. As a humble servant of Chrispray for
you all and ask the Almighty God to grant us ad thisdom
to do His will for the spiritual enlightenment dig Church
and the faithful.

May the inspiring words of the president of Worlasigh
and the message of our Lord instill in our hedrnts ¢dourage
to respond to God’s call with greater responsiksitand to
serve Him with a sincere love for all.
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THE 58™ ANNUAL LADIES’ SOCIETY
ASSEMBLY

“Becoming a follower of Christ is a life-long prosesf
growing, learning, and changing. It is also a preseof
surrender” Richard Stearns

Dear Ladies,

| first would like to greet you all with a heartlifof love
and gratitude. For what | have continuously seeth \ait-
nessed through your dedication, is your commitnefie “a
follower of Christ” and “an agent of change” in thie of
our Church. The words that | have chosen from Rttha
Stearns’ article truly reflect your faith life, fgou have been
a follower of Christ. Your deeds are the reflectmnyour
Christian faith and love, which has been appliegoar family
life and the unselfish services you render to tharCh.

“Becoming a follower of Christ is a life-long prasse of
growing, learning, and changing. It is also a psscef sur-
render.” To me personally, you are the ambassaddtéirist,
agents of change, who have surrendered their Intesthe
hands of God. The task that is entrusted to yodealécated
members of the Armenian Apostolic Church is immeige
need to better understand that the success of issom of
the Church requires a process of surrender, putiimdives
into the Hands of God and becoming the agents af iBo
applying the messages of the gospels in our diédyahd in
the community.

The tradition of assemblies is the resemblanceh& t
fellowship of the apostles with the Lord. The af@ssbecame
followers of Christ as they committed their livesthe prea-
ching of the Word of God. As in previous assemblidgsch
have become a source of spiritual renewal in yooo-Given
lives, | have no doubt that this assembly will oagain raise
basic questions in you such as who we are? To wieserve?
Why we serve and how we serve? We all are ageritseof
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Lord, the Church, who are called to serve our Cianed res-
pective communities, to reflect our Christian lewth humility.

Dear ladies, through this assembly, you all aréedab
renew your vocation. As followers of Christ, andders in your
respective communities, you need to continue tev gndsod, to
learn the Word of God and be the agents of chamgjeei com-
munities. | as well as you know that the work ane $acri-
fice you offer for the Church aims to cultivate flagh life of
children but above all, the members of the commguiiihe in-
stitutional Church and all organizations which fiime under
the umbrella of the Church need to apply the dilowe in
abundance. It is time that we constantly pose tegsehe ba-
sic questions of our existence and seek the rigbtvars.
The more we ask these questions, the more the Elmst-
tution grows. The more we surrender our lives th® Hands
of God, the more we succeed in our many missiossemiblies
need to become forums of spiritual transformatiati the no-
ble purpose to transform the souls and minds opdople.

My dear ladies, we all work together as a team. goad
is the same - the rejuvenation of our Christiathfaind the
Church, for it is the most valuable legacy from ththers of
the Church. | have no doubt that you all will coog to
work hard for the Church and the community. Howegites
also the right time for evaluation of our commitreas to
how and in which manner we can fulfill our dutiesketter
serve our children.

To me personally, Church organizations that woridha
should focus more on the spiritual aspect as wellthe
creation of true Christian families. Churches arghnizations
should invest more their earning of the missionstlod
Church, especially in times when we are challerigedre-
levant religious movements and social aspects wharm
the image of God in our spirituality. You certairiigve the
spiritual strength to bring change and transforamain the
life of the Church. The change will become the itgatith
us all as we become followers of Christ throughracess of
growing, learning and changing, and especiallyendering.
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MESSAGE TO LOS ANGELES BOARD
OF SUPERVISORS

Dear Supervisors,

The action taken by the Los Angeles Board of Superv
sors to recognize the Armenian Genocide and hdmome-
mory of the victims of the first Genocide of the™2@entury
is a noble and just initiative.

This year, Armenians around the world commemorate
the 95" Anniversary of the Armenian Genocide and urge all
nations to recognize the Genocide. The act of gdaquer-
petrated with premeditation is a vivid crime agamsmanity.
The past 95 years have been years of victory fostms and
daughters of the Armenian nation who have continthet
struggle in preserving their faith and culture. Hwer, it is
also important to pay homage to all those natiors Gun-
tries that have supported the survivors of the Geleoand
have shown their respect to the memory of themigti

We are no longer a nation of mourning our lossas. O
the contrary, we are celebrating the Resurrecti@muonation.

In the words of His Holiness Karekin |, the lateti@dicos of
All Armenians, - “Armenians die but the Armenian spirit
lives on. A nation that refuses to die lives forév@arekin

| 1995-1997). However, the current progress of young
generation does not and cannot permit us to lesghaim our
conscience the obligation to carry on the survivepgit of
the victims of the Genocide and above all, the gadmn of
the Genocide.

We are here today, with dual responsibilities asém-
ian Christians who ought to guard and cherish tkgod-
given gifts and we are also here as citizens ofUhéed
States of America filled with the spirit of the fading fathers
of this great nation to become exemplary leadersowf
communities.

May God bless you and protect you all.
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MESSAGE TO THE WOODBURY
UNIVERSITY “ASA”

My dear youth,

| admire your approach of commemorating the" 95
Anniversary of the Armenian Genocide. Truly, them&nian
Genocide is the reflection of the firm commitmerfitour
ancestors for their land and faith, who were biytalassacred
by the Ottoman Turks. However, to me personallg, dgbm-
memoration clearly symbolizes the Resurrection wuf wa-
tion, and it could no longer be considered a dayofirning.
On the contrary, it is a day to celebrate the tebaf the
Armenian nation. One factor is certainly the viexjression
of the victory of our nation, namely the tens afubands of
Young Armenians who presently pursue their higlderca-
tion in universities around the world. In this sen$ am
spiritually comforted to see that the Woodbury Wmsity
ASA has taken the next step in promoting the edwcadf
the next generation, with the introduction of selship for
young Armenian students.

No doubt, the Armenian cause being a just causk wil
always be a constant reminder to render our redpecdhe
victims of the Genocide. However, it is time tha t@ke the
new steps and methods to further strengthen outiggoand
pursuance of the recognition of the Genocide. Aredrhost
effective approach is the education of our youthe Vision
of establishing scholarship for the youth is thetkagproach
that paves the way for our youth, to advance aodrpss in
higher education and eventually reach a leadingtipnsin
all domains of public life. In an e-mail letter addsed to us,
Gagik Mkhitaryan wrote these wordsNbodbury ASA would
like to not only commemorate the Armenian Genobidie
provoke the cause of Armenian success after thecsimn
Thus, this year we are going to give out a schdl@rso one
of Woodbury’s students, as one of the New Schédarthis
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age. Furthermore, it defines the successful patimeAians
have taken after the Genocitle

The Armenian Genocide is a historical fact. Modeme
politics cannot in any way subdue the historicathtr The
Diaspora is the product of the Genocide and thedatons.
Millions of Armenians around the world will contiauto
pursue the recognition of Genocide with a cleargags that
the first Genocide of the $0century has been well-docu-
mented by authentic historians whose voice is heard
recognized. Time will never be a factor in distaigcus from
historical facts. God has blessed us with the telof our
nation especially with the wise, intelligent andddated
young students, who have the noble cause to pogrékeir
higher education and become the light into the difethe
world. They will honor the blessed memory of thetivns of
the Armenian Genocide as well as for all Genociaddsch
have hurt the dignity of humanity. Therefore asysuars of
the Genocide, we will not only commemorate the mgnad
the victims but also stand firm in our commitmamsuppor-
ting the New Scholars, who would certainly becorhe t
pillars of peace and justice of humanity. Thishe thessage
we learn from the most inspiring step initiatedtbg Wood-
bury University ASA.

God bless the memory of the victims of the Genocide
and God bless all and strengthen us all in oumgptb serve
the youth in all of our communities.
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MESSAGE TO “ADAA”

On behalf of the Western Diocese of the Armenian

Church of North America, | extend a warm welcomette
members of the Armenian Dramatic Arts Alliance ahd
associated artists. Tonight's performance is eutitiCeleb-
rating Armenian Victory and Creativity”, and is aohto ho-
nor the memory of the victims of the Genocide. inooend

the new approach to commemorate the martyrdom of ou

ancestors, which sends to the world a message p# hod
resurrection, victory over death, but above ak, ¥ision and
the passion to become leaders in all domains otdinemu-
nity in which we live.

ADAA leads an important mission in the life of tAe-
menian-American community, whose aspirations atgeno
Moreover, the close collaboration between the Ohwod
the ADAA is vital, for as it has been recorded imegent
communiqué sent out from the Diocesan office, |stter
“art as the other word for faith”. The person whereises
the gift of faith in the God-given life, that sarperson cer-
tainly records a creative life.

My special thanks to the ADAA, their leader Bianca
Bagatourian and to all participating artists whaehgraciously
accepted to realize tonight’s performance. They bal ack-
nowledged at the closure of the event and thanked again.
My special thanks to Dr. and Mrs. Simon and Lermmadiian
for sponsoring tonight’s unique event. | now inwteau all to
enrich your spiritual life as you start a journeithmwoung
and talented artists, who | trust will inspire ukvath their
performance of art as the reflection of their unerawg faith.

April 27, 2010
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THE CATHEDRAL . .. A REALITY

“God loves a cheerful givéer (Il Corinthians 9:7)

We cordially welcome all of you to the Victory Ball
with a heart full of Christian love and spirit. Wityour kind
presence and participation, you exemplify your tdeelica-
tion to the mission of the Armenian Holy ApostdGturch.

Indeed, we encountered numerous obstacles anehall
ges during the progress of the construction ofGathedral.
However, we endured them all collectively. Todag are
witnesses to the fruits of our labor. We vividlycadl the
memories of the initial stages of constructionhe Cathedral
including the Groundbreaking Ceremony, which wasspr
ded over by His Holiness Karekin 1l during his Rboal
Visit to the Western Diocese in 2005. The constouctor-
mally commenced in May 2008. On June 28, 2009, ove c
secrated the cross of the Main Dome in the presehtiee
Diocesan clergy, high-ranking government officialsd the
faithful.

We extend our sincere gratitude to the Godfatlizesge-
factors, donors of the doors and the stain glasslows, and
everyone who generously contributed to the Cathewva
offer our special thanks and deep appreciatiohdcesteemed
members of the Cathedral Building and Fundraisiogn@ittees,
who selflessly dedicated their precious time tdizeathis
magnificent and God-pleasing project.

The Blessing and Dedication Ceremony (Trnpatsek) of
the Cathedral will take place on August 14, 2016:@0 p.m.
This joyous event will allow the faithful to witneshe mag-
nitude of this monumental structure firsthand. \W&eed our
deepest gratitude to His Holiness Karekin Il, SoprePat-
riarch and Catholicos of All Armenians who gracigusccep-
ted our invitation to consecrate the Cathedralrdphis Pon-
tifical Visit.

On Saturday, September 11, the Pontiff will be gdin
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by high-ranking Armenian clergy to consecrate tlah€dral.
On Sunday, September 12, His Holiness will celebthe
Pontifical Divine Liturgy and will deliver the seon. The
Church service will be followed by a formal bangaétthe
Universal Hilton Hotel in Universal City dedicateéd the
completion of the Cathedral.

We call upon each and every Diocesan faithful to pa
take and contribute to the historic Cathedral. zoee’s par-
ticipation is vital. Let us remember the words loé tApostle
Paul, ‘God loves a cheerful giver (Il Corinthians 9:7)

The Cathedral will become the spiritual center lué t
faithful of the Diocese as well as the unifyingdge bet-
ween the Western Diocese and the Mother See of Eialy-
miadzin.

“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of
God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be witloy all.
Amen” (Il Corinthians 13:13)

June 3, 2010
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MESSAGE AT “ECF’ FUNDRAISING EVENT

“O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is thy name in &iét
earth! Thou whose glory above the heavens is cHahye
mouth of babes and infartgPsalms 8:2)

The mission of the Etchmiadzin Children’s Fund me o
of the dearest to our hearts at the Western Dioda&th
your compassionate hearts, you are reaching ochitdren
who are in dire need of support, love and care.\M#drthese
children are orphans living at sub-poverty levdlsey lack
necessary nourishment. With your lending hand eticegdren
are provided with not only food and shelter bualgth
spiritual guidance and nourishment.

Throughout the years, the Etchmiadzin Children’ad~u
has expanded its financial outreach. Currently,Rined sup-
ports close to 500 children and assists an orpleangity an
annual donation.

We wish to express our sincere gratitude to the iGitee
members under the direction and leadership of KAesiane
Tatoulian for their passionate dedication to thalpleasing
mission. Their impeccable execution has served axemplary
model of what is possible to achieve with an opearhand
a caring spirit.

We extend our blessings to the supporters of tloh-Et
miadzin Children’s Fund. Nothing is more gratifyitigan
reaching out to children who pray to be nouristsltered
and loved. Today, you are the answers to theirgsgay

May the Lord shower you with His blessings and keep
you under His Benevolent Right Hand.
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“FOR THE SAKE OF CHRIST
AND THE FATHERLAND”

This message is that of the heroic martyrs of thdl®
of Vardanants, St. Ghevont, his Companion Priestd, the
gracious widows of the unforgettable soldiers. Taiact
message became the spiritual nourishment and droghe
strength to our ancestors.

The Blessing and Dedication Ceremony, which is -dedi
cated to St. Ghevont and his Companion Priest#,ls@ome
the mirror image of your faith life. As we gazetlais glorious
structure, we reflect on the years of your deditatervice
and support. The vision of the Cathedral is nowadity and
this magnificent structure shall become the pathteagew
horizons in the life of an exemplary Christian.

Today, we presided over and performed the TRNPATSEK
ceremony so that these walls may be filled with praryers.
Let this House of Prayer become the source of puitusal
rebirth.

Christ, Himself said, You must be born againThe
spiritual rebirth of the faithful shall spread withthese walls
of the House of God. It is inside this holy sancyuhat the
Armenian Christian will be filled with God'’s lovend wisdom.

As we enter through these doors, we must be cldanse
This is the mission of the Cathedral whose torcrdrsaare
present here today.

We celebrate this historic day, because we, pregmnt
apostles, bear ample responsibilities on our stleesldSuch
is our nature and our essence.

We will be expressing our gratitude to you for yolar
dication, commitment and undying love.

We especially would like to thank:

Mr. and Mrs. Gerald and Patricia Turpanjian, Mrdan
Mrs. Armen and Nora HampaMr. and Mrs. Edmond Bed-
rosian, Mr. and Mrs. Misak Ekizian and Mr. and Mzkirair
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Kantarjian.

We lift our prayers to the Almighty God, with thequest
that each Armenian lay his own stone inside thesedible
structure.

Dear faithful, we also call upon you, so that eatlou
may lay a stone for the Cathedral. The Cathededl bBecome
the symbol and the icon of the spiritual reawakgroh our
people. It shall become the clear testament tofaith, the
Christian Faith for which our ancestors died yetsprved.
The Cathedral shall lead the new generation toLowd and
Savior, Jesus Christ. Finally, the Cathedral shetlome the
true testament of the life of our ancestors, t@e¢hoho bravely
exclaimed: For the Sake of Christ and the Fatherland

August 14, 2010
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CONSECRATION OF TERPANJIAN
CROSSTONE

For centuries, the unparalleled beauty and spiritua
mystery of the Armenian cross stones have symibloae
faith and have been the precious icons of our Ararerloly
Apostolic Church. The light, which reflects off ehch of
these “jewels”, is an invitation to lead a faithfife. This
holy cross stone situated before the spiritual tsemg of the
Western Diocese conveys a sacred invitation toageqful
life. This cross stone symbolizes the dedicationthef Ter-
panjian Plaza. We transform our lives before thisg stone
to lead a life with our Lord and Savior, Jesus &thriFrom
this moment, as we walk by this icon of our faitve shall
pass with reverence and admiration. Let it fill diwes
humility and kindness.

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Gerald and Patricia Turpanjiasyry
cross stone illuminates the Terpanjian Plaza bec#ulsas
been anointed with the Holy Muron, the voices afygrs of
our ancestors. Today, we lift our prayers for tbels of your
late parents. You graciously dedicated this plazthe me-
mory of your father, Hagop Terpanjian, whose nami w
forever be remembered. We express our sincerdugtatio
you for undying love and support for the Fatherland the
Western Diocese alike.

We pray to the Almighty God to grant you prosperous
health and so that you may turn your life to a ragesof
prayer and kindness.

August 14, 2010
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THE VISION OF OUR CATHEDRAL

My dearest faithful, we will all remember the y&410
as the year in which the vision of the Cathedrad vealized.
This historic event becomes even more meaningfth e
Pontifical Visit of His Holiness Karekin II, the @wlicos of
All Armenians. The spiritual lives of the faithfwill be enriched
with the blessings of the Pontiff from the MothereSf Holy
Etchmiadzin, the very source and foundation offaith.

We praise the Almighty God as another magnificent
Armenian sanctuary reaches for the sky, and uneleHbly
dome, new churches shall rise as true testimorguofaith.
This magnificent Cathedral reflects the life of tbanders of
the Western Diocese and the former Diocesan Pranate
many of whom have departed from us, and also thal lo
servants who have selflessly dedicated their lteeexecute
God’s Will. Through their souls and good deeds,feet the
presence of God.

During our seven-year pastoral tenure at the Wester
Diocese, we strived to enrich the mission of thesi&ia
Diocese by implementing numerous programs that avoul
lead us to new horizons.

 Complete reorganization of the Diocesan structure
with the establishment of new committees and depants.

* The preparation, education and ordination of young
priests.

* The acquisition of eight new church buildings, and
the establishment of two cultural centers throughloe Pari-
shes of the Western Diocese

 Formation of new Ecumenical, Governmental and
community relations.

* Implementation of special programs in Armenia and
supporting the Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin.

* Ordination of Deacons and Acolytes.

* The publication of more than 200 religious books
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and pamphlets.

* The strengthening of the Inter-Diocesan relations.

* The construction of the St. Leon Cathedral, the
golden bridge leading us to new horizons.

The vision of the Cathedral is the very foundatdmur
spiritual lives. May the Cathedral become the sawgtwhich
unifies us with God, and as we walk through hesd#d doors,
may we encounter the presence of God and becomiectu
with our brilliant past. Through His glorious prase, may we
be drawn closer to the Mother See of Holy Etchmiadz
which forever calls upon her faithful sons and ddacs.

The completion of the Cathedral presents a newnhegj
in the life of the Western Diocese and her faithithis ico-
nic structure shall serve as a clear and powednlimder,
that as survivors of a nation that endured genoeigehave
remained loyal to our faith wherever our fate hebus, even
in these distant shores. With this structure, weehaken the
essential steps to assure our love for God and\timeenian
Holy Apostolic Church. This deed will serve as adwmlofor
generations to come.

We Praise the Lord and extend our gratitude toVa#.
praise the Lord for granting us the opportunityetmage you,
the faithful, in the completion of this God-pleasgioroject.

We also wish to express our love and gratitudeheo t
entire faithful of the Armenian Holy Apostolic Chalr for
believing in the importance of this project and kg hand-
in-hand with us to realize this vision, which hasb shared
by generations of Armenian-Americans.

We also extend our sincere gratitude to His Hobnes
who with his memorable Pontifical Visits expressesiunwa-
vering and gracious support for the Diocese andthieling
of the St. Leon Armenian Cathedral.

With uplifted spirits, we welcome you all to thestaric
consecration ceremony of the Cathedral of the Wedd&o-
cese of the Armenian Church.

September 10, 2010
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CENTENNIAL OF ST. MARY ARMENIAN
APOSTOLIC CHURCH

The Centennial Anniversary of St. Mary Armenian
Apostolic Church in Yettem is an important milestan the
life of the Western Diocese of the Armenian Churdiin-
dred years ago, the foundations of this church Jesce by
visionary pastors and lay leaders, who have regbial the
challenges and hardships of the times with immémnszand
dedication. They have graced our lives with thespnee of a
House of God. For the past few days, | have prapedtantly
for the departed souls of the founders, who hakentaipon
their shoulders the noble cause of building theradhwas a
living monument in memory of their beloved ones.eTh
founders and all those who have put their heartsmudi into
the construction of St. Mary Armenian Apostolic @Gtiuwere
people of strong faith and commitment. Their visiorprog-
ress and prosper as a church community certairdybbaome
the destiny of their lives.

My dear faithful in Christ, decades have passedesine
inception of this church. Throughout the past tecades,
countless prayers have graced the walls of thisrcthu
Today, we are gathered once again to celebratdifeghef
this church and the hundred years of her rich histo

The celebrations will continue for the coming tweelv
months and | have no doubt that many of the childred
grandchildren of the founders will have the blesslegllenges
for the renewal of their faith in Christ and thdedication to
St. Mary Armenian Church. Celebrations are speteasions,
which help us and guide us all to rethink about Gad-
entrusted legacy and mission, to preach the Wor@aaf, to
become the living gospel and in particular to beedhe new
apostles in modern times, when science and tecpyolo
dominate the world; when politics and new socialiem-
ments and orders shatter the foundation of Chrigtiarality.
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However, what remains to be the truth, is the rarsghe
Church, which helps us all to bring God into owe$ and
the knowledge of the teachings of Christ, our Laodie our
lives to one another with the power of the HolyrBpi

Dearest Der Vartan, and beloved faithful, the wasfls
our Lord reawaken within our spirituality the passof living
our lives with God;*l am the bread of lif¢’ (John 6:35)
Christ, our Lord, is the bread of life and all of need to
enlighten our spiritual lives by following His lifand living
by His words.

The Centennial Celebrations will strengthen witbur
spirituality the same zeal of sacrifice and deddicats of the
founders. We all need to remember that our forefatimei-
ther had the wealth nor enjoyed the useful meamsaafern-
day technology. However, they held their Chrisfiaith firm
in their hearts andmoved mountains

Today, we embark on a new journey. This journey wil
be a year-long journey, during which time we oughseek
the ways and means to transform our spirituality arake
God the mirror of our lives. They year-long journeyl be a
time of spiritual rejuvenation. In that timefranvee will have
the depth of a better understanding of our God+glife in a
sense that we all are to become tbarfiers of God's love
The year long journey of celebration will have t@awl the
people closer to God and one another in order o tiis
church into the “burning bush” for the many geniera to
come. As you continue to walk into the next cenerimstory,
my prayers will be with you.

All of your celebrations will recall the heroic anemorable
events of the past decades and you will all bearggd with
the passion of strengthening the life of St. ManmynAnian
Church. The miles and the distances should neverdzrise
of abandoning our Church and weakening in us theesef
responsibilities and duties. On the contrary, weusth look
at those as challenges, which eventually test tilemgth of
our faith. | have always cherished the words of MotTeresa
“Life is a mission, fulfill if’ as a source of inspiration. In
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another passage, Mother Teresa inspires us widwacom-
mand: ‘Put your hands into service and your heart to Ibve

| wish you all a blessed journey and a blesseddsann
the vineyard of God.
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THE NOBLE CAUSE

“O’ Lord, open your gates of mercy to us and make us
worthy of your dwelling place of light together ®iyour
saints”

This very day will be the most memorable, spirityal
uplifting and enriching in the life of the Desednemunity
and a historic day, when we all witness the conptedf St.
Garabed Armenian Church, which has been the clestish
dream of the founders of this community and allsthevho
have joined their efforts in many ways to becomareshol-
ders of this God-pleasing mission.

Building a Church is a noble cause. To me persgnall
this mission has been most enriching, as | have theeactive
participation of the parishioners, who have workedd and
have called upon many to become the living membérs
growing church community.

During the dedication service, we sung the wordghef
prayers of our Church fathers and made their psayee
prayer of our heart.

“O’ Lord open your gates of mercy to us and make us
worthy of your dwelling place of light together ®iyour
saints”

Therefore, we all are cognizant that the doors of S
Garabed Armenian Church lead us all through thesgat
mercy, where we all meet God, and in His presenteofs
the old person and take on the new person clothigal w
divine love and wisdom, and make a dwelling platégt
together with the saints.

Tonight, we remember in our prayers especiallyldte
Ed Halvajian, who honored the memory of his paremd
grandparents and became the grand benefactorsoCthirch.
We pray for his soul and for all the departed sailghose
who have put their heart and soul in this God-pieps
mission of the Church construction.
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We uplift our hearts and pray for all those who dav
become the Hands of God throughout the planningcamne
struction of St. Garabed Church. For what we seéaytas
only the construction of the physical Church, whinats been
possible through your sacrifice and hard work. Gad hea-
venly Father will reward all who have taken an\aetiole in
the building process of this Church. The real nissegins
today. The Church will certainly be a blessing fis; how-
ever, more so, the Church has been built for thmig
generation as a House of God. Above all, the sangtwill
serve as a constant reminder to them for the perapue
you have shown in your faith life.

The construction of the Church becomes a realitgrwh
we sacrifice. Sacrifice is ultimately the key tacsess. It is
the reflection of our faith life, our love and contiment for a
divine mission. Sacrifice, when and if, realizedhwthe mem-
bers of the community, brings forth progress ardiseto the
culmination of a mission. We all have journeyedetbgr to
reach a milestone in the life of the Desert commyuni

We all know for fact that there is yet a substdntia
financial burden to be carried together with fatid vision
in order to continue the construction work and &oldhe
beautification of St. Garabed Armenian Church. Ehae,
as we celebrate the first phase of constructiogtoGarabed
Armenian Church, we all take with us a new messafge
continuity and endurance in our sacrifice.

The Church is the destiny of our life. Our jourralife
begins with this mission. As we continue our joyrne
towards the Church, we are constantly enriched \vhin
light of God and the life-giving messages radiatirgn the
gospels. Therefore, let us all give from the heant] God
will reward us with unattainable joy. St. Garabedn&nian
Church has become a “jewel” in the Desert drawirgnyn
scattered Armenians and faithful members into tbede of
God.

October 6, 2010
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THANKSGIVING DAY - A DAY OF
SPIRITUAL TRANSFORMATION

On Thanksgiving Day, we lift our heartfelt praydos
God for bestowing upon us those gifts, which wetiraes
forget. Thanksgiving Day is a day of reawakenings b day
of reverence and respect for the daily bread foickwhve
have labored. It is also a day of remembering thvase are
less fortunate including the thousands of men, wored
children who die of hunger every day.

My dear clergy brothers and dearest faithful,

How should we celebrate Thanksgiving Day this year
and make it more meaningful? As a spiritual leadeChrist’'s
flock and your religious pastor, we call upon evenge of
you to recite the Lord’s Prayer, read the parablihne® Good
Samaritan and say the below-mentioned prayer:

“But he, desiring to justify himself, said to Jesu#nd
who is my neighbor?” Jesus replied, “A man was ggin
down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and he fell among
robbers, who stripped him and beat him, and depdrte
leaving him half dead. Now by chance a priest wasng
down that road; and when he saw him he passed bythmn
other side. So likewise a Levite, when he cameh place
and saw him, passed by on the other side. But a &atan,
as he journeyed, came to where he was; and whersée
him, he had compassion, and went to him and bourglhis
wounds, pouring on oil and wine; then he set him dms
own beast and brought him to an inn, and took carkhim.
And the next day he took out two denarii and gaberm to
the innkeeper, saying, ‘Take care of him; and whaéz you
spend, | will repay you when | come back.” Which thfese
three, do you think, proved neighbor to the man wrell
among the robbers™ He said, “The one who showednae
on him.” And Jesus said to him, “Go and do likewise
(Luke 10: 29-37)
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Thank You, God, our Lord, for bringing joy into our
lives with Your visible light. With the divine lighof Your
commandments, You illuminate the spirits of Yourfathful
followers. Strengthen us, O Lord, so that we maljofo
Your commandments today and always. Enlighten dsfiin
us with wisdom so that we may live according to auil.
Allow us to enjoy the bountiful gifts that You halkestowed
upon us with the grace and the love of our Lord Sasior
Jesus Christ. For the kingdom, the power and tbeyghre
Yours now and forever. Amen.

The time has come for Armenian households to befil
with prayer. Let us spread our Christian love apiditswith
our kind deeds so that we may serve the Holy Arareni
Apostolic Church with enlivened spirits. It trulg a rewar-
ding experience to be thankful for God’s precioifts gThose
with thankful hearts shall bring peace on earthoun prayers,
we ask the All Benevolent God to transform youe$ivLove
the Lord, cherish the precious gift of life, andctwme the
carriers of His light.

November 9, 2010
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2011
THE YEAR OF THE PRIESTHOOD

In our recent publication “The 40 Day Journey oé th
Priest,” we reflected on the “Spiritual Belongingf the
Priest and noted his crucial role in the life o tommunity
(The 40 Day Journey of the PriesBurbank—2010-p. 35).

“Serving the flock of Christ is the essence anc:#fieng
of the Priest. If we do not prioritize service owarerything
else in our God-given life, our lives will be fdlevith void.
Blessed are those Priests who truly fulfill theole and
enrich the lives of the faithful(p.27). With his presence, the
Priest must grace the faithful witli56d’s light, love, peace
and hopé (p.31). Therefore, “he must constantly strive to
learn and evolve, immerse himself in prayer, pre@dad’s
Word, and finally, exemplify Christ, our Lord.” @). With
this in mind, we once again wish to emphasize ohe of the
Priest. “The life of the Priest must bear a “reskmbe” to
the life led by Christ. He must portray the preseatChrist.
Through his celebration of the Divine Liturgy, tfeathful
commune with Jesus Christ. Therefore, do we cledefine
our responsibilities and our roles in the commuiitp.5)

In addressing these concerns, we have initiatetbtlze
wing steps, which we believe will prove to be helph the
life of the Western Diocese.

* Considering that the Church is comprised not only
of the faithful but also of the clergy.

» Considering that the Western Diocese today is étkss
with more than 50 clergymen.

* Considering the dedication and commitment of our
clergymen in their parishes and communities.

* Considering the loyal service our clergymen threugh
out the years, we declare 2011 as the “Year dPtlesthood”.
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In 2011, we shall,

* Continue to pay pastoral visits to the Parishethef
Western Diocese across the Western United StateswiV
educate the parishioners of the crucial role ofRhest in the
life of the community as well as stress the netgssiprepa-
ring new clergy in the Western Diocese.

* Centralize the Clergy Conference topics around the
relationship of the Priest and the Parish and esipbéahis
role in the overall liveliness of the parish.

* Analyze and exam.

* In the essence of a pastoral life. We will holduees
on the Christian topics of “Church-Priest-Serviegid offer
contemporary analysis and evaluations.

* Incorporate the crucial role of the Priest in your
Sunday Sermons and instruct about his crucial ioléhe
Church to Sunday school students.

* Mandate each Parish of the Western Diocese to honor
their respective Priest in the year 2011.

We hope to recruit, educate, develop and ordain new
Priests while motivating and preparing our curreniest-
hood Candidates for a prosperous pastoral life.

One of our Church forefathers, Nerses of Lambrartesv
“You took a vow; do not be weakened. You relingdiskiery-
thing; do not expect pity from people. You areaner; do
not be misguided from the path, which leads tolLthwel. As
you preach the Holy Cross, ensure that the divimage
does not fade within you. As you teach the wordshef
Saints, let their life be an exemplary one for y¥ou were
invited to live an eternal life, do not succumbhe easiness
of the earthly life. Prepare for death yet peadgfdream of
the everlasting life (Nerses of Lambron, Commentary on
the Divine Liturgy, Venice, 1847).

Let us remember and stay true to the words of the
Apostle “He disciplined us for our good, that weynshare
his holiness.” (Hebrews 12:10)

November 22, 2010
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PASTORAL LETTER

Dear faithful in Christ,

With this pastoral letter, we bring to you our &re
wishes. In our prayers, we ask God to grant you yand
families a long and a prosperous life.

The year 2010 was one of the more memorable yaars i
the life of the Western Diocese. On September Q102His
Holiness Karekin II, Catholicos of All Armeniangalized a
life-long Diocesan dream with the consecration loé St.
Leon Armenian Cathedral. The monumental eventalwiays
serve as a testimony of our unshakable Christigim. fa

Dear faithful, let us live our God-given life acdarg to
His will. We are“created in the image of God(Genesis
1:27) Hence, let us cherish the beauty of our Hantl the
vision of the Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin, trendtity
of our families and the richness of our language @ulture.
As devout faithful, let us instill in the hearts ofir young
generation the love of God in order that they rhesalk as
children of light.” (Ephesians 5:8)

You have reaffirmed your dedication and your firelidf
in the mission of the Western Diocese through ywast con-
tributions. The success of the Western Dioceseargely
attributed to the kind deeds of God’s devout faithf

In 2011, we aim to primarily focus and stress titalv
role of the Priest in the life of the Church, foe Wwave dec-
lared 2011 as the “Year of the Priesthood.” To &mldhe
vivacity of the Western Diocese, young Diocesaregis
have taken on challenging roles in their respeddaeshes.
Currently, four young Deacons are continuing senang
that are also undergoing training and enrolledawetbpment
courses in various areas of pastoral life.

In 2011, students in various Armenian schools \dl
taught Christian values which empower their spiatsd
enlighten their minds with the Gospel of our Lordl&savior
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Jesus Christ. Saturday and Sunday Schools shadirgmdh
restructuring process.

We shall be actively involved in the life of ourdaesan
Youth. We are fully aware and acknowledge thatvibeant
members of the Armenian Church Youth Organization
(ACYO), the Christian Youth Mission to Armenia (CYNI
are the future of our Church. Their valuable insigintributes
to the liveliness of the Armenian Holy Apostolic @bnh.

We express our sincere gratitude to you for yoeadst
fast support and we highly value your active ineohent in
the life of the Western Diocese. The Church shatkly
progress because of your unrelenting dedicatiorsexve
Christ, our Lord and humanity. Let us render owe®linto
the Hands of God and commit to spreading the lgjhthe
Gospel.

May God bless and protect you and your loved ones.
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CELEBRATING CHRISTMAS AND
THE NEW YEAR WITH FAMILY

The Blessed Birth of Christ, our Lord, and the Négar
shall vividly express the spiritual transformatiour lives.
This Miraculous Birth is the arsenal of our spiaitstrength
and God’s invitation to us to lead a New Life.

The Armenian family celebrates Christmas on January
6. We must cherish the holiness and understandighéis
cance of this day in our lives as a sacred tradifRveserving
our Christian identity and our cultural values hve Diaspora
are vital to our existence as a people, for thélesiges facing
our future generations will confront their spiritistrength.
We must stay loyal to the teachings of our chuocefathers.

According to tradition, Armenian families would extd
the celebration of the Divine Liturgy to hear thedd News
of the Blessed Birth of Christ. Following the seeji the
family would gather at the house and pray aroumedfaimily
table. The gathering itself symbolizes the visibreading a
Christian life, the sanctity of a family, the wisddo lead a
humanitarian life, all of which define the uniquesend the
essence of an Armenian family. From generatioreteegation,
the family elders would recall fond memories of gast and
share them with loved ones. The act of giving prssduring
Christmas has graced Armenian families for censurie

We must cherish the tradition of attending Church o
Christmas day. By praying collectively, we stremgththe
foundations and contribute to the mission of then&mnian
Apostolic Church. It is no secret that we live inwarld
dominated by materialism. Mass media excels in ldewg
the miracle of Christmas by portraying the BlesBay as a
crazy shopping holiday. The Church, the House al,@othe
very place where the faithful find peace, shelted apiritual
consolation. The Church is the safe haven of thiefte.

My dear faithful in Christ, let us honor the tragiit of
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gathering around the dinner table on the sacred atfal
celebrate the Birth of Christ, our Lord with praytris in the
Blessed Birth of Christ wherein we find the meanmdsod’s
Love for humanity. Visit relatives and loved ones@hristmas
Day, spread the news of the Birth of our SaviougdeShrist
and convey your sincere Christmas wishes to ya@dmnes.

Let us humbly extend our helping hand to thosérisins,
which convey God’s Love and spread the Gospel oisCh

Dear faithful, it is our wish that you preserve exen
establish a tradition of prayer on Christmas Dayew you
come home from Church and as you gather aroun@ hinis-
tmas dinner table, remember to say the “Lord’s érayo
read about the Blessed Birth of Christ in the Gbapeording
to Luke and to sing the hymn “Khorhurt Medz.”

“Christ is Born and Revealed!
Blessed is the Revelation of Christ, our Lord!”
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A SACRED MISSION

“Jesus said to Simon Peter, ‘Simon, son of John, do
you love me more than these?’ He said to him, ‘Yewd; you
know that I love you.” He said to him, ‘Feed my ld&s”

(John 21:15)

The dialogue between Christ and Peter the Aposite m
rors our own spiritual life. It is a clear remind#rthe God’s
calling addressed to the priest and thus the [siestponse
to the Lord. It is most evident from the dialoghattChrist,
our Lord, expects complete devotion and commitniiearh
the Apostle. Indeed, the life of an ordained priestomes
meaningful and complete through his devotion anurod-
ment to serve the flock of Christ. It is for thisaet reason he
earns the love and respect of the faithful.

Until recently, the preparation of future clergyaasital
mission of the Western Diocese was overlooked. Végse
the All Merciful God for granting us promising yogimen
who have expressed their desire to walk the patfart the
Sacred Order of the Priesthood. The Stewardshigr&mng,
one of the missions dearest to our hearts, wavesdd
through the financial support of dedicated faithftus, the
Stewardship Committee, under the sound chairmanship
Dr. Vahram Biricik has been re-organized for thepose of
addressing the preparation of future clergy of Ehecese.
We cannot forget the valuable contributions of Qarlgjian, a
pioneer in the establishment of the Stewardshigfra of
the Western Diocese.

It is our wish that our Diocesan clergy and respect
councils support this vital mission. We thank God daring
individuals, (clergymen, benefactors and donorsd whve
understood the importance of this God-pleasing ionisand
have stood by it with their loyal support throughthe years.
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This year, we are honored to recognize Mr. and Mrs.
Gerald and Patricia Turpanjian, Grand Benefactdrshe
Homeland, the Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin and th
Western Diocese, for their relentless support aeutication.
Their Christian faith has also been exemplifiedtiyh their
firm belief in the mission of the Stewardship Preogt Their
vast contributions to the Stewardship Fund speakheir
belief in the prosperity and the vivacity of themfenian
Apostolic Church. We extend our deepest gratitumehe
couple. May the Almighty God grant them long andspe-
rous lives.

Our special thanks go to Dr. Vahram Biricik, therme
bers of the Stewardship Committee, benefactorsdamdrs
for their loyal support.

January 22, 2011
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HOLY WEEK AND THE GLORIOUS
RESURRECTION OF CHRIST

The Holy Week that concludes with the Glorious Resu
rection of Christ our Lord is the culmination okthristian
faith. We live in such times where the need to emes our
faith has not been greater. With the arrival of sheng sea-
son, a season of rebirth comes also the senseyoard
anticipation. Spring is the time when most flowgriplants
bloom, and this powerful act of nature symbolizesrevival
of life. Many hearts are thus uplifted when witnegsthe
renewal of life. The source of our renewed spitigteength
comes from our dear Lord and Savior Jesus Chrisbugh-
out the Great Lenten journey, we cleansed our $ieart
souls with the divine love of Christ.

Dear faithful, the ultimate goal of the Holy Weektd
welcome the presence of Christ in your lives andrace
His Victorious Resurrection to the Heavenly Kingdoflife,
peace, and righteousness. As you return to yourekaafter
church service and gather at the Easter dinnee,tabach
your children and grandchildren to pray. Bless ytables
with the Lord’s Prayer, read the day’s verse frowa Gospel,
sing the hymn “Today, He is Risen” and finally, efrene
another by saying;

“Christ is risen from the dedd
“Blessed is the Resurrection of Chfist

April 24, 2011
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“‘LET US BE RENEWED WITH THE
GLORIOUS RESURRECTION OF CHRIST,
OUR LORD”

Let us renew our lives with the Glorious and Viaios
Resurrection of our Lord and Savior Jesus Chrisis TS the
challenging message of the Feast of the Holy Restion.
The Blessed Resurrection calls on us all to renewue old-
self and instill within us a new beginning: to liaeChrist-
like life. The Christian faithful is created in Gedmage and
is granted divine strength to contest all adveesarivhich
impede the spreading of the Good News. This haslsen
the legacy of our forefathers.

“Christ is risen from the dead

Easter grants us new life. For a devout Christihe,
Holy Resurrection of Christ is life’'s greatest noleg for it
opens the door to a new and pristine life. Throtigé glor-
ious miracle, we welcome and embrace a life ofitsir
transformation. Easter has an even greater signifie for an
Armenian Christian, for the Holy Resurrection ofriSt) our
Lord, is the celebration of life. This year, Eastalls on
April 24", the day when we commemorate the Resurrection
of our people and honor the martyrs who, througtr thacri-
ficial life, envisioned the nation’s rebirth.

“Let us be renewed with the Glorious Resurrection of
Christ, our Lord”

Dear faithful, what does the message convey tdtus?
the call for reawakening in order that we may keeording
to God’'s commandments. It is nothing less thamaation
for a life of renewal. With renewed faith we sheltlerish the
beauty of our Homeland, the vision of the Mothee $¢
Holy Etchmiadzin, the sanctity of our families atie rich-
ness of our language and culture. As honorabieensi, improve
the life of your community with your exemplary deed\s
devout faithful, instill in the hearts of our youggneration
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the divine message of the Blessed and MiraculowssifRec-
tion of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

“Blessed is the Resurrection of Christ, our Lbrd

Dear faithful, the Resurrection of Christ, our Lorsl a
blessing for humanity. Christ’s Resurrection is to@firma-
tion of His victory over death. A door to a newelifias been
opened before us where a life of enlightened spmd en-
riched moral values awaits. Let us grasp the treanimg of
the miracle by engaging in God-pleasing missiontng as
the Hands of God and Ambassadors of Christ.

“Christ is risen from the dead

This Easter, the Victorious Resurrection of Cheisemp-
lifies the Resurrection of the Armenian nation Aamenians
across the world. The course of Armenian historginsilar
to Christ’s path to crucifixion. The life of eachrrAenian is a
testimony of the will to carry on the message & @Gospel
of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Orphaned @nlaf the
fallen martyrs are today’s torchbearers, beacorigyof and
visionary leaders.

On this day of the Glorious and Victorious Resurcec
of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, we lift ouaftilt pra-
yers for peace in the world, prosperity of this &r€ountry
of the United States of America, our Homeland ofmAnia
and the Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin. May Eabtethe
cornerstone in our path leading to God.
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THE 59™ ANNUAL LADIES’
SOCIETY ASSEMBLY

“And whatever you do, do in word or deed, do every-
thing in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks God
the Father through him” (Colossians 3:17)

We referred to the aforementioned verse becausgene
witness to the love expressed by the Ladies Sofmtpur
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ as well as their cidin to
the Western Diocese and their respective Parishes.

On this auspicious occasion of the"58nnual Ladies
Society Assembly, we express our sincere gratitiodéhe
Ladies Society Central Council under the leadershighair
Araxie Boyamian and to all members of the Ladiesi&s
across the Western Diocese. May God Bless youeamdm-
ber your honorable service for His glory. We algshato ex-
press our sincere wishes and gratitude to the EmgodvFund.

We commend your praiseworthy deeds and your cadinu
success. Furthermore, we are glad that througlbldssings
of their Parish Priests, the Ladies Society of d2atish of the
Diocese is filled with motivation to carry out th@ssion of the
Church. Your visitations to Parishes across thet&ke®iocese
fill the parishioners with renewed strength andigml joy.

On September 11, 2010, a historic and memorable-cha
ter was written in the life of the Western Diocese His
Holiness Karekin 1l, Supreme Patriarch and Catlosliof
All Armenians, with the participation of twelve bigps, con-
secrated the St. Leon Armenian Cathedral. Thousariids
nessed the significant event as yet another bledset of
the Armenian Holy Apostolic Church reached forltieavens.

We wish to conclude with the words of the ApostieiP
which ring deep within our soul§Let no one despise your
youth, but set the believers an example in speecid a
conduct, in love, in faith, in purity’ (I Timothy 4:12) Let
God's love reside in your hearts and enlighten Yives.
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THE 84™ ANNUAL DIOCESAN ASSEMBLY

“Do your best to win full approval in God’s sightsaa
worker who is notashamed of his work, one who correctly
teaches the message of God’ s trtitlill Timothy 2:15)

My dear brothers in Christ and delegates of th& 84
Diocesan Assembly.

| chose these words as a leading thought for msages
addressed to you as the delegates of tHeA84embly. It is a
message which sets the direction and the spiriaveut to
take on as servants of God as clergy or lay leadktbe
Armenian Church in the Western Diocese. A uniquénca
from God has gathered us all to enter into thisezshélouse
of Worship to focus on the Holy Work of God and the
mission of the Church. We are called to serve tbel lwith
humility, and reverence for one another as we ooetito
pursue thousand ways to educate, illuminate andhetine
minds and hearts of our children, our youth, andfaithful
with the Love of God.

Therefore, the delegates of this Assembly are d¢peer
sentatives of the Diocese, who gather to reviewcthese of
the activities and renew the collective commitmanthe
realization of the mission of the Church.

“Do your best to win full approval in God’s sightsa
worker who is not ashamed of his work, one who catly
teaches the message of God’ s trtitlill Timothy 2:15)

This message by St. Paul is addressed to eachvang e
one, and in particular to us, the clergy and layass, who
are called upon to teach God’s truth through they IBible.

Seemingly very simple, this message suggests dds
steps that need to be followed so that our misbEctomes
effective:

The first and most fundamental condition is thatwve
God's approval. As God-pleasing servants, we neduktca-
ring and faithful individuals, whose character ddoshine
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and exemplify a true Christian life.

The second fundamental condition is that we futt-
ponsibly the Christian mission entrusted to usllag his na-
turally includes serving God and spreading Hishtthirough
our Church.

The third basic condition is that we should be aotable
for all our deeds, because God will summon us radl will
demand that we present an account of all our work.

The fourth fundamental condition is that we realizat
our first and most sacred duty is to convey Godistid and
to preach His Gospel.

And the fifth and last basic condition is that weuds
our attention especially on children and youngstansl help
them develop their life in the Christian spirit.

Dear delegates of the Assembly, brothers and sjster
faithful servants of the Church. The message of’&trdth
can be fulfilled as we all take on the respongipilo focus
on three important stages in our God entrusted work

The mission of the Church

The training of priests and lay leaders

The procurement of the necessary ways/funds

The mission of the Church in the Western Diocese is
conditioned by the establishment of departmentscantnittees.
It is imperative that pastors and councils, as veallthe
Church auxiliary bodies collaborate with the Diczeand
departments and committees to benefit from thelalai
resources. Throughout the year, many events ang loega-
nized, and many more can also be organized to suppo
churches to progress in their missionary work.

The training of the priests is the most importamierta-
king of the Western Diocese. We cannot succeeduin o
Church’s mission unless we all work together imitfging
new candidates and raise the necessary fundssiotréaning.

In my concluding words, | would like to share witbu
all one important statement which Fr. Avedis, owuth Di-
rector has shared with the delegates of the Ladksembly.
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In his presentation of the ACYO programs, he defitiee
purpose of the youth with these words. “All of tedwelp our
youth to reconnect to their roots.” Ultimately, afl of our
efforts we pursue the same noble aspiration: tomecinand
reconnect our lives to God, to the Church, to e family
to the Motherland and the traditions of our nation.

The Diocesan life is dependent on the way its diesc
organize their life of divine worship, their spurél mission,
the array of their services and activities andrtbeganizatio-
nal efforts. All this, however, implies a basic ddion: that
we lead a life full of God’s love. It is not posklto build
the Church, nor any other building pertaining te Diocese
without God'’s love.

In short, dear Assembly Members, we wish to address
you sincerely and assure you, that with God’s gudaand
as much as humanly possible, we will continue togbiuour
efforts to serve God together with you. By remagnioyal to
our Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin and by our ssHl
dedication to the people, we help them to alwaysnbihe
presence of God.

May the Good Lord bless you and strengthen yoasll
you take heed to the words of St. Paul to becom@ithbassa-
dors of Christ and partners in the Holy Work of GAdhen.
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PRAYER AT CALIFORNIA STATE
ASSEMBLY

“Almighty God, we lift up our prayers to You with
reverence and trust to guide us and strengtherl urs @ur
calling to serve and protect the people of God. Mase
You for blessing us with the gift of life, bestowimpon us
all bounties of the world and challenging us todree Your
good hands in our communities.

Today, we pray especially for the peace of the avarid
for all those who suffer as victims of injusticeamand po-
verty. Almighty God, we know well that the Honoralsthem-
bers of this Assembly have responded to Your calbring
their wisdom for the well-being of the State of i@ahia.

Today we pray especially for the victims of thesffir
Genocide of the 20century premeditated and executed by
the Ottoman Turks in 1915. The recognition of thren@nian
Genocide by the State of California Assembly enages
the Armenian community as we continue to pay hontage
the memory of the victims. Above all, the noble giefes us
the spiritual strength to hold firm the essencewf Chris-
tian faith as devoted citizens of this blessed tguaf the
United States of America.

April 24" is the sacred day in the life of the Armenian
nation when we honor the memory of the martyrs, who
through their sacrificial life, have envisioned thation’s
rebirth.

We have remembered the victims of the genocidauin o
prayers with reverence for the past 96 years. @aygrs will
continue to honor their memory, thus not only shmvour
respect for their martyrdom but also sending ociear mes-
sage to all nations that the gift of life grantedus by God
cannot be taken away forcibly or brutally.

We are here today, with dual responsibilities anémian
Christians who ought to guard and cherish their -Giodn
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gifts and we are also here as citizens of the drfgmtes of
America filled with the spirit of the founding fadrs of this
great nation to become exemplary leaders of ounuamties.

This country has inspired us to cherish the truaevaf
democracy and freedom as well as the universakotdpr
humanity as the reflection of God's love.

Almighty God, Bless this Assembly with their member
and their mission. Grant them divine wisdom anek [t carry
on their duties diligently, to uphold firm justid¢er the past
and be the path of justice for all generationtoe. Amen.”

April 14, 2011
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APRIL 24
A DAY OF AWARENESS

April 24 represents a sacred day in the life of mafion.
On this day, in Armenia as well as in the Diaspawegry
Armenian is filled with spiritual and national awaess and
is reminded of the sacrifices they make to safetjubeir
Christian faith. Moreover, this day gives birthadirm and
unwavering vision that encompasses the entire coé@she
million and a half victims.

96 years have passed since the First Genocidetperpe
ted by the Ottoman Turks. In this comparativelyrsiperiod
in history, the children of a whole generation @ftvns have
survived, in Armenia and in the Diaspora, by batigvirmly
in the spirit of Christ's Resurrection, and furtmere, by
making the sacred mystery of the Resurrection giatheir
very essence.

In one of his reflections devoted to the calamitythe
Armenian Genocide, Archbishop Yeghishe, of blessethory,
has made the following statemen&everal attempts have
been made to annihilate us physically; however, hage
always had an inner, spiritual strength, which iffidult to
explain, that has united our language, religiontioaal cha-
racteristics and civic struggles thus rendering queople
vigorous and strong, and safeguarding its survival

For centuries, our people have expected neithgmpoit
admiration, but rather the right to live freely apeacefully
under the righteous God-given Sun. Naturally wenocame-
linquish our rights from the lands paid for by thleodshed
of our forefathers, an undeniable and infinite dettith we have
inherited.

We live in a world where people are so oppressatl th
they are unable to express their sense of jusiibe. vivid
proof of that is the constant postponement of theexian
Genocide recognition. However, this historicallydeniable
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fact keeps the children of our nation always aléhte me-
mory of the victims of the calamity will not alloaur con-
sciences to rest until we appropriate our rightfaims. Just
like the Israelites, who roamed in the Sinai deaed turned
the Ten Commandments into their spiritual guideairthe
Promised Land, Armenians living outside the Motaed
will roam in their own Sinai deserts and will creat brighter
future inspired by visions reflected from Holy Etciadzin.

We pledge to keep the memory of the victims aligep
in our hearts along with the numerous sacrificed aard-
ships endured by our leaders during the SovietWeashall
heed to the call “Gochem abroghats” of our Karahagfoes,
to keep alive the name of the Armenian nation artibtd onto
our biblical land, where God Himself descended lledsed
our nation with His Resurrection. It is this spiat force,
which, passing through our victimized forefathémspires in
us the vision to be born again as a free and intkpd na-
tion. “Thedead will be forgotten when the dream is dead, and
the living are dead when the dead are silent. Tiogretwe
have a dream that connects our yesteryears toarmotrows”

Our nation’s continuing dream is our Motherland; Ar
menia. ‘A meager and bleak light, sparking from the ashes
of our dreams, has landed at the foot of Araraticiwhwith
its pale rays protects our past dreams and futaiance”

When we commemorate the memory of the victims of
the Genocide, it is important to make our Mothetland
Holy Etchmiadzin part of our life, for Motherlandhé faith
are two of our most precious values that are thpqae and
mission of our life.

Today, | call on to our sons and daughters, es|hetiee
younger generation, to make a pilgrimage to outsreoour
Motherland. This should be the guiding principleoaof life,
so that by the centenary of the Genocide, everindiv
Armenian would have visited our homeland and expeed
deep in his heart the true feeling of belonging., Bee stron-
ger our spiritual link is to our Motherland, the re@enuine
is our dream for a stronger and greater Armenia.
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Today is yet another occasion when the Armeniarr€@hu
beseeches her sons and daughters, without anytexcep
strengthen within themselves the sense of leadifite an
the Christian faith, laden with spiritual and movalues. To
ensure our nation’s immortality, it is crucial tewbte us and
preserve our spiritual and moral values.

Wherever we happen to reside, while demonstrating |
yalty toward the local authorities, we will be faably noticed
because of our life full of faith, rich culture andnturies-old
traditions and family values, which our forefatheedeguar-
ded at the price of their lives.

While reflecting on the sacrifices suffered by thetims
of the Genocide, Patriarch Yeghishe of blessed mgmakes
the following statement:The 24" of April is the tragedy that
we have inherited from our past. The noblest déityuo ge-
neration is to always keep its memory alive. Ifsueceed to
preserve the ideals for which our ancestors pedshend
unite, hand in hand in brotherly love, then oureiathers
will rest in peace and we would have accomplish@&ddoity.
Only then can we claim that April 24, though a d&ynour-
ning, is also a day of resurrection. We were peautst and
murdered but we were never lost. Our forefathers pédrished
paved the way to our immortality.”

Guided by these principles, we should strive toobee
a strong nation, by achieving economic succesgléying
important roles in local political arenas, by acog a good
reputation in the media, by encouraging the youmgeera-
tion to strive for higher education, and by becayrtiop achie-
vers in the realm of the arts and sciences. Ihés tthat the
bigger powers of the world will take heed of ounmds for
restitution.

Our prayers and demands are just. We need to rsanife
a life rich in faith, by turning the love of Godtinthe spiri-
tual energy that binds all our hearts into one,clvhas an
innocent flower, we will place on the Holy Altar afur
fallen ancestors as our most beautiful gift.
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SPEECH AT LA CITY HALL

Honorable President Eric Garcetti and distinguismeain-
bers of the City Council,

Each gathering in the forthcoming day is a spetae
for us all, as we, citizens of this Great City aisLAngeles
and the Great Country of the United States of Aoagninite
in common cause and common prayer to commemorate th
10th anniversary of September™and embrace future har-
mony. Leadership will remain a key element in ttie bf
our communities not only to foresee and envisioacpejus-
tice and true freedom, but above all, to be théitects of
the new world.

The commemoration of the attacks of Septembdt 11
will honor the blessed memory of the victims arahsform
the world with hopes and new aspirations for aHtegfuture.

Those who have fallen were deprived of the beafity o
life, God’s immeasurable gift. We have the moratydto
prevent any kind of similar devastations from etaging
place in our respective communities and in therentiorld.
Together, as religious and civic leaders, we hawpexcial
message to convey to the people of God.

God is the giver of life. Any crime committed towlar
life and humanity is a crime against the Creatdrer€éfore,
in order to make this world a prosperous one fturkigene-
rations, we need to unite in common prayer. Gots @al us
all to become His Holy Hands.”

Our beloved brother Bishop Jon Bruno, a foundingnme
ber of Los Angeles Council of Religious Leadersarsd
with us all as the religious and civic leaders lué City of
Los Angeles a unique vision to honor the memorthefvic-
tims of the September 11 attacks.

We are truly inspired and strengthened to withéss t
genuine collaboration of the City Council and thamki all
as the honorable President and the distinguishedb®ies of
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the City Council. Our act of unity will give theti@ens of the
City of Los Angeles a strong message of partnerghigme
community life and a statement of peace and pragpAmen.

September 9, 2011
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A TIME OF REMEMBRANCE
AND REFLECTION

Ten years after September 11, 2001, the world coes
to observe with reverence the memory of the victimh®se
martyrdom will be a symbol of freedom, justice anet peace
against all whose who defy God’s greatest giftifef. [Year
after year, Americans and world citizens commeneoSsp-
tember 11 with prayer and meditation for the souls of the
victims who have lost their lives as a result ofdest attacks
on American soil and for their beloved ones whoautdedly
will continue to suffer for the remainder of thiues.

The act of crime perpetrated on September 11, 2001
an injustice against humanity. The voice of thecpezakers
of the world cannot be silenced when terroristckdashatter
the beauty of God’s creation. Terrorism is ultinhage shame-
ful act against God and the children of God. Thioegm-
memorative gatherings, we are invited in our praiyerbring
the love of God to the hearts of the people of Godugh
the qift of prayer. Human life mirrors the image Gbd.
Preservation of life in a peaceful world is thelizzdion of
God’s dream. The life of each person should beiadipra-
yer, a statement of peace and the spiritual erargsosperity.

September 11, 2011 marks the"1l@nniversary of the
darkest day of American history. However, Septeni
2011 will be the day of “One Light” for us all asligious
and civic leaders as well as members of our resgecbm-
munities. On September 11th we will unite as omeilfaof
citizens of America and the entire world. Througir pra-
yers we will be committing our lives for the realiion of the
dreams and the aspirations of the victims of Sepezr {"
attacks. However, their noble spirits of peace foitever re-
main in our hearts.

America has once again risen from the ashes ohdask
The New Life we all embrace today will be the luous
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crown to the memory of the victims. May the praysesoffer
today to God armor us all with divine wisdom in erdhat
we may all become the holy hands of the AlmightydGo
the world that God has created. Amen

September 11, 2011
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ST. LEON ARMENIAN CATHEDRAL
FIRST ANNIVERSARY OF CONSECRATION

On September 11, 2010, a life-long dream of forDier
cesan Primates, clergy and laymen was realizedtivtlton-
secration of the St. Leon Armenian Cathedral by Hb$iness
Karekin Il, Supreme Patriarch and Catholicos ofAklnenians.

St. Leon Armenian Cathedral is the vivid reflectioh
the Christian faith of our blessed ancestors. ith first
anniversary of the consecration, we are invited tife of
spiritual reawakening and transformation. Throughk House
of Prayer, we are called to strengthen our faf-&ind to
carry out the mission of our Armenian Holy Apostalihurch.
Within the blessed walls of the Cathedral, eackhfai is
reminded of the wonder of our homeland and thetggraf
the Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin.

On the auspicious occasion of the First Anniversary
Consecration, we lift our heartfelt prayers to AlleMerciful
God for granting us the wisdom and the vision tibectively
build the Cathedral of our dreams.

This anniversary and all upcoming anniversaries lvei
come more meaningful as we, devout members of thiesC
tian community, spread the Christian spirit throoggthour
respective communities, for herein lies the essesfcthe
mission of the Armenian Holy Apostolic Church. GCinris-
tian spirit is expressed through our love for Ghosir Church,
our dedication and our commitment to the ancieaditions
of our Church forefathers.

We congratulate you and extend to you our warm @gsh
on the occasion of the First Anniversary of Congeon of
the St. Leon Armenian Cathedral. May God bless each
every faithful who enters the House of God witheanigh-
tened spirit.

My dear beloved faithful,

This day, September 11, 2011 marks the first ansawg
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of the consecration of St. Leon Armenian Cathedtalas
one year ago, when all of us celebrated a histtaicin our
faith life. The past 365 days have been truly amitly enri-
ching and fulfilling in many ways for the faithfuh Christ,
our Lord.

The Cathedral has become the source of Divine Light
for those who have baptized their children, tho$® \wave
been wedded, those who have transformed theirtisgity
through prayerful life, those children who have dree the
Angels of Sunday School and those students who hewve-
me students of Soorp Mashdots within these blesssis.
In one word, with the consecration of the Cathedr& Wes-
tern Diocese has embarked on a new journey of llifss. a
life with God and a life armored with the faith @fir forefa-
thers.

My dear faithful in Christ,

This glorious Cathedral reflects the measure of yath
and will undoubtedly transpire to our children, ffoand the
faithful with new dreams, new hopes and new agpinat

On this auspicious occasion, | call on you allaiet pride
in the mission of the Cathedral and to be actiezlgaged in
lessening the financial burden which shall not bmith any
way our courage and strength to apply the Word od @&
the life of our community.

The Church is the House of God, which mirrors quin-s
tuality and helps us to better understand our imlygamics
to become a partner with God in the Creation of. Jde key
guestion addressed to us all is the real challémageneeds a
response from each and every one of us as chitdr&od.

“We all have a divine spark within us. How much and
how often are we able to reflect God’s Love in euveryday
life?” Those who are courageous to apply the Law of God
often and in abundance will always be closer to .Gldie
Cathedral and all churches are a blessing in tieeoi a
Christian which bridge our lives to God.”
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THE COMPLETION OF ST. LEON
ARMENIAN CATHEDRAL
AN INVITATION TO A NEW MISSION

It is with great spiritual joy that we share witbuythe
excitement of the glorious consecration of theL®bn Ar-
menian Cathedral of the Western Diocese in Burb&ali-
fornia. A new and historic chapter was written e tife of
the Western Diocese on September 11, 2010 whehidlis
ness Karekin Il, Supreme Patriarch and Catholicog\lb
Armenians, presided over the consecration of theL&bn
Armenian Cathedral.

As we had previously mentioned, the completionhef
St. Leon Armenian Cathedral marks a new beginninthe
spiritual lives of the Diocesan faithful. The mwsiof the
Armenian Holy Apostolic Church shall be strengtheiaad
we stand ready before a new mission. With this nession,
we shall deliver the Word of God to our people asgdecially
to the new generation that is thirsty for His WoFte newly
added magnificent sanctuary of the Armenian Holpgtplic
Church shall quench this thirst and shall beconeerdébirth
of their spiritual lives.

What are the steps needed to effectively fulfili aealize
this new mission? We must return to our religioosts, to
the faith of our forefathers and focus on spreadnghe
Gospel of Christ, while staying vigilant againsbsle who
deliver distorted versions of the Gospel, leadwayafrom our
roots and misguide us from the message of Hisaster) love.

Dear faithful,

In our heartfelt prayers, we ask that the upconyiear
be filled with the love of the All Benevolent Gaday He be
the light in your path so that you may walk asc¢h#édren of
light (Eph. 5:8) and may He fill you with the peagkour
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.
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THE 20" ANNIVERSARY
OF THE REPUBLIC OF ARMENIA

“Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pataxes
to Caesar, or not?” But Jesus, aware of their madicsaid,
“Why put me to the test, you hypocrites? Show me tho-
ney for the tax.” And they brought him a coin. Andesus
said to them, “Whose likeness and inscription ik’ They
said, “Caesar’s.” Then he said to them, “Render tiedore
to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to Gloe things
that are God’s.” When they heard it, they marvelednd
they left him and went away (Matthew 22:17-22)

With these words, Christ, our Lord, delivers a cle®s-
sage of selfless and dedicated service to one’atgouOn
September 21, 2011, our Homeland will celebrate 2612
Anniversary of Independence of the Third RepublicAo
menia. Armenia was able to withstand the tryingenof the
Soviet Era that spanned for over seven decadesydtth of
our Republic has captured the beauty and esserfoeedibom
and with the sense of “belonging to Armenia,” tHeynly
believe in the promising future of our beloved coyn

“Render therefore to Caesar the things that are Gass
and to God the things that are God’sDedicated service to
the blessed the land of our forefathers has a éimeaning.
Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, dictates to theigles of
the Pharisees the meaning of obedience, loyaltyilliy of
citizens to their respective nations.

Twenty years of independence is relatively a speriod
of time for a young nation to be compared to Euampeoun-
tries. The past century for Armenia has been ngthiat
“Golgotha”.

Armenia is a wondrous country. Our land was saectif
with St. Gregory’s vision of Christ striking witlhe golden
hammer on the soil where the first Armenian Chusculd
be built. The golden bridge between heaven and eaas
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established with Holy Etchmiadzin.

The 23" Anniversary of Armenia’s Independence is an
invitation for us all to live a life of a true pait, to lead
pilgrimages to the blessed land of our ancestodgstiarough
our deeds, envision a prosperous Armenia.

We wholeheartedly congratulate thé"28nniversary of
the Republic of Armenia. We are delighted to weleokis
Excellency Serzh Sargsyan, President of Armenth@dNes-
tern Diocese and St. Leon Armenian Cathedral. Wenek
our blessings and heartfelt wishes to our fellownpatriots
and the young men serving in the armed forceseoRepublic
of Armenia.

In our prayers, we beseech the All Merciful Godpto-
tect the Republic of Armenia as a sovereign statd, bring
prosperity to the lives of our compatriots in owrkkland.
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HOLY ETCHMIADZIN
IS THE BIRTHPLACE
OF THE ARMENIAN CHURCH

“To abide by Etchmiadzin and to live for Etchmiadzin
means to live with the holy legacy of our land, aistory,
and our Motherland. Furthermore, to live for Etclamzin
constitutes our faithfulness toward our aspiraticarsd ex-
pectations, all of them being our guide in Armeaual in the
Diaspora. Today it is our collective dream to see Blother-
land in good progress, and the Armenians gathemedired
her with our national and cultural values at haraiming at
national and unified purposes, bearing at heart ¥ison of
Holy Etchmiadzin and Mt. Arardt.

His Holiness Karekin Il, Catholicos of All Armenian

The above pontifical message carries with it thed lof
spiritual power that can transform the soul of gv&menian.
It is a message focused on the authenticity andadhdity of
1700-year old history. These words move our saulsablige
us to bow before divine and historic realities andke us
confront eternal truths. It is in this same messtgd the
Armenian Christian realizes his true existence.

How can we utter words on behalf of the missiomhef
Church without even alluding to the status of Hatghmia-
dzin, our Holy of the Holies? How can a person aeddrthe
children of our people forgetting to acknowledgdyHsetch-
miadzin and Mother Armenia that should appear anlips
and in our hearts in the first place?

Each word and each message that spring from th# hea
and soul of an Armenian should build both spiritbdadhmia-
dzin and spiritual Armenia in our being. Holy Etalanzin is
indeed the birthplace of the Armenian Church, &s tihe rock
on which Mother Armenia is founded.

Glory and honor to Vasken I, Catholicos of All Amiens
of Blessed Memory, whose inspiring presence eviivaied
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our mind and soul with Christian love and faith,that we
could dedicate ourselves to our homeland and tareddoly
Etchmiadzin as the way of our renewed life.

Holy Etchmiadzin is the Font of our souls in whicie
were christened and which radiated a new capalergugh
the vision and the message of Karekin I, Catholich#\ll
Armenians of Blessed Memory. He distributed thenthi®
children of our nation as spiritual nourishment asch desti-
nation to eternity. Today the Mother See of Holgl#hia-
dzin is full of life, thanks to Karekin Il, Cathabs of All
Armenians, who made himself the non-consuming ait b
ning in the Lantern of the llluminator and the wajl of our
soil, a challenge that keeps us all awake in oorraments
so that we may dedicate our lives in unlimited s@rvo the
Holy Altar of God. Indeed that Altar is where Chrtescen-
ded, and it is through the light of that Lanterattive can
behold the history of our past and welcome the dafvour
new Armenia, now bloomed and bright with the blegsiof
Holy Etchmiadzin.

The love of God obliges us to humbly acknowledge an
justly witness the ever blossomed fields of the Amnman
Church, headed by the Mother See of Holy Etchmigdhie
Holy of the Holies of all Armenians. It was in fioaf the
Altar of Holy Etchmiadzin that our ancestors bowéeeir
heads loyally and faithfully, anticipating in thesouls the
rebirth of our present generation. Along with tegperience,
our Mother Language in Golden Age Armenia emboded
newly written scripts by St. Mesrob, and at the saime the
heroic sacrifice of the Holy Translators assuresl éssence
of our nation adorned with multifaceted virtues aatles.

We remember as clear as today when in 1976 weeenter
the Mother See for the first time. The Holy See #assame
then as today, attractive from within and from with What
we witness today is the tireless accomplishmentdHisf
Holiness’ twelve years pontificate. Today, what agtually
witness certainly entices and obligates us, theggland the
laity alike, to extend our just and sincere grakguo His
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Holiness. This refers not only to the Mother Sad, diso to
the complete objectives and missions realized iows fields
projected from a clear crystal as it were. Thosmaplish-
ments represent only the beginning of His Holingssiney
during his Pontificate, and God knows how much nrona-
culous achievements under divine providence wifjigter
our history in the coming decades on behalf of Hidiness,
thus enriching “the Birthplace of our souls”.

How is it possible to speak about the mission @& th
Church without saying even one word in favor of @teurch
unity, a dream with which our Church and faithfté aving? It
is a fallacy if our words addressed to our peogedt pave
way toward unity. In this temporary life what ispexcted
from us, clergy and laity, is to reject all foreignd destruct-
tive powers that create distance between us ansiiiree of
our Mother Tutor, namely, Holy Etchmiadzin. The Asmman
Church is privileged to have our Hierarchic Seed ttom-
prise golden bridges spanned toward the Mother FEdg
Etchmiadzin, the unmatched authority whose headhés
Chosen of God, the Catholicos of All Armenianshe tand
of Armenia.

We express our deep respects to all of our Hierarch
Sees and to their honorable incumbents and sdieta for
their God-given service to our people through tlegjually
illustrious leaders. This we say asking them to lblyrachieve
the miraculous unity and bring it to life so thiaey may rise
in our history as truly illustrious models.

God of our fathers, we ask Thee to bless our Hbiyrch
and the Armenian nation so that we may responteahal-
lenge of church unity in utmost faith founded by dlumi-
nator St. Gregory, by the vision of St. Sahag and/gsrob,
St. Nersess the Graceful, St. Gregory of Narek, @rttose
numerous saints who served unselfishly who lefirmklour
holy legacy. That legacy is the embodiment of thménian
Church, founded firmly by God Himself, along witarimis-
sion, which includes prime tribute to the memoryroliions
of our martyrs of the Genocide whose graves aremaharked.
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Our Church has been and today remains to be thentViou
Tabor of our nation’s children. The Armenian Chuistihe
anchor of our existence, as it is the “Altar of higfor our
lives. Under the arches of that church we preaehGbspel
of Christ and spread the knowledge of God to rethenlives
of our faithful.

Let us keep our Church away from the danger ofediss
sion, the Church originated from the vision of h@&mninator
and from the “Altar of Light” of Holy EtchmiadzinOur
Church is identified by the name of Holy Etchmiagzihe
Great Mystery in which we feel the descent of tloa $f
God who founded our Church personally by the golden
hammer in His hand. The eternal existence of theehian
Apostolic Mother Church is guaranteed by our lgy#diward
the Mother See, as long as we concentrate our amddspirit
on that Great Mystery which rises from earth tovesa
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PASSING THE CHRISTIAN FAITH
AND LOVE TO A CHILD
IS A SACRED MISSION

In the Western Diocese of the Armenian Church aftiNo
America, the year 2012 will be dedicated to ChaistEduca-
tion and the Sunday school. Consequently, this’yesall
calendar pages contain photos of various Sundapdich
within the Western Diocese, thus highlighting theoble
mission.

“Parents, raise your children in the discipline and-
struction of the Lord” (Ephesians 6:4) Such is the plea of
St. Paul, the Apostle, to each Christian family.

Responding to these meaningful words requires cémmi
ment and dedication. Let each of us partake insténed
mission of educating the children of the living @elof our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, for herein lies thesimon of
the Church and its sustainability. This glorioussmon will
only be accomplished when we instill in the heafishe
children the vision to comprehend the All Benevbl&od.
Throughout the years, Sunday school teachers lediee on
a number of Diocesan publications to reach ouheochildren
with the divine message of the Gospel of our Land &a-
vior Jesus Christ. To ensure uniformity among allighes,
exceptional training and development programs fanday
school teachers have been implemented. The adoptithre
latest teaching methods will help effectively caoyt the
mission of the Sunday school, one of the dearesirtbearts.

Every child baptized in the Armenian Apostolic Cttur
shall grow and shall inherit the love, grace anddem of
Christ for “Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature
(Luke 2:52) We live in a world where the need toesg the
Good News has never been gredt&o therefore and make
disciples of all nations...teaching them to obseéthat |
have commanded you...(Matthew 28:19-20) in order that
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the life of each child may turn into a living Gospéor to
such belongs the Kingdom of Gdd(Mark 10:14)

Therefore, beloved parents, raise your childrerh vait
sacred gift of a Christian education and upbringing

Beloved Sunday school teacherBo your best to pre-
sent yourself to God as one approved, a workman has
need to be ashamed, rightly handling the word aittr.” (2
Timothy 2:15).

Finally, dear Sunday school children, reach fori§thn
order that you may be filled with His love and wosa

This year, let our prayers revolve around our Dsace
Sunday schools. May the soul of each Armenian chéd
enlightened with the Gospel and be filled the Lo¥€hrist,
our Lord.
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BRIDGE TO THE FUTURE

Tonight, we are celebrating the living mission bét
Armenian Apostolic Church. As we launch a new mdes
in the life of the Armenian community of San Diegith the
implementation of a larger church complex to betterve
the community.

This commencement of this vibrant project has loeamed
as the “Bridge to the Future” by a group of distirstped and
dedicated leaders who have foreseen the futuresredteir
community and have responded to God'’s call withrage
and firm commitment.

The Church is the House of God that gathers us #tle
name of the Lord and purifies in us the image & Al
Benevolent God. Those who enter the House of Gecar-
powered with the glory of the Holy Spirit. Theredpias chil-
dren of God and as dedicated servants of the Ammeni
Apostolic Church, we take this gathering as welihesinitial
step toward realizing a life-long dream.

The Church is God’s work and all those who are geda
in the work of God become living images of the GitwrYou
have embarked on a challenging journey. Througltlost
journey, you your Christian faith will be your scarof spiri-
tual energy and inspiration in guiding you to coetelthis
glorious task. Throughout this journey, the LoveGafd will
inspire us all to be true to one another. Finathypughout
this journey, you will secure the sanctity and béghtened
by the mighty and glorious presence of our Church.

October 1, 2011
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6" ANNUAL “AIWA” CONFERENCE

As | look at the three-day conference programttieenes
of the leading presentations and discussions haWe ¢ap-
tured my attention. We live in a world where wongenghts
and issues should no longer be at stake.

Civilization should have the due equal respectfbhu-
man beings regardless of gender. For every humarg be
created by God is able to create and contributiaeoworld
through advancements in technology, education,nessi
art, culture, science, and medicine. These invéduabntri-
butions stemmed from positive social activism.

Working with the women of the Church as well as of
other institutions has greatly impacted my persamal pas-
toral life. Their selfless dedication and innovatispirit in
strengthening our community has been most viséeching
and spiritually uplifting.

Today, | salute the 6th International AIWA Conferen
the organizers, the speakers and the paneliste@ngy to
you my sincere wishes. Each conference can bégdsivhen
we all are able to establish advancement and psgrethe
social and spiritual fabric of the community.

The world has witnessed many astonishing women lea-
ders, who have been through enormous challengesaye
inspired humanity through their innovative mindsion of
excellence, and advocacy of social justice and leguily
thoughts would not have been complete without noeirig
the names of a few pillars such as Mother TheRRgsa Parks,
Toni Morrison(Beloved,Song of Solomonyprah Winfrey,
Marin Callas, and Sophia Lauren, all of whom hawgac-
ted the world and have transformed the lives ob¢hwho
were in search of their identity. These are woméo wave
lived their faith thoroughly such as Mother Theresho have
fought for social justice like Rosa Parks, who hemkghtened
the minds of the people of God like Toni Morrisarho have
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empowered the women of the world and gave them the
strength to fight for their rights and liberty lik®prah
Winfrey, who have touched the hearts of humanitpugh
artistic aspirations like Maria Callas, have becqradessionals
yet holding firm the sanctity of motherhood in faenily.

In the past few days, the world has shown tremesdou
respect to the late Steve Jobs, an outstanding rieimg
who, equally, through his innovative thinking, cged the
world. His innovative approach made digital teclgglvastly
available to people of all social classes and biakgs.

His example inspires us all to apply our intuitionour
daily lives. Therefore, we all should have the sarms®nary
spirit in sharing our God-given gift of wisdom wileaving
behind a rich and a prosperous legacy.

Steve Jobs’ speech at the Stanford University comme
cement ceremony has touched my heart. Each angiomeer
should read it. In his words, | found the powehisf faith that
granted him the courage and the strength to canfiii fight
for life and the vision to create.

His innovation in the field of digital media hasariged
the course of human life. In all of his successes humble
nature struck me the most. This aspect of his palip clearly
indicates his reverence for God.

As a fellow human being, | would like to share wyttu
my admiration to all women who have transpired aads-
formed the world through their wisdom and passitbrgugh
their commitment and sacrifice. This conference isoble
mission that aims to reawaken in the hearts op#récipants
the momentum to be a leader in the life of the comity.
Each and every one of you has that God-given spatle
the light in the life of the world and above atl,lie the mover
of mountains.

May the Good Lord bless you all abundantly and guid
you to live a rich spiritual life in making God tipeesence of
your inner life with the attainment of noble aspimas which
bring light, hope and peace into the life of theldo

Almighty God, bless your servants with your diwings-
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dom and empower them with the vision to guard #euty
of your creation. Grant them all the guidance ahd spiri-

tual strength to be the true pillars in all domaio$ life.

Bless this conference and fill the hearts and sotiihe wo-
men with the power of the Holy Spirit in order thia¢y may
become ambassadors of faith and history, educatiod

civilization, art and culture, in order that theyas continue
to be the life-giving light to our children and thevine bles-
sing of our Church community — to inspire our cteld with

the love of our Motherland Armenia and the Mothee $f
Holy Etchmiadzin. Amen.
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‘“MAN'’S LIFE IS THE GLORY OF GOD”

There are certain sayings that could be well utdeds
when we meet people whose lives have been reftectb a
particular message.

Today, | would like to share with you one simplgisg
from the writings of the early Church Fathers whishele-
vant to the life led by Larry Zarian, an outstargdaommunity
leader whose passion for humanity and to this greahtry
of the United States of America has touched theslof many.

“Man’s life is the Glory of God.” Life, being theif of
God, when lived and enriched with dignity, dedicatiand
good service, not only brings light and joy to trearts of the
people, but above all, the same life itself briGdsry to God.

For many decades, the Armenian communities of the
City of Glendale and the Greater City of Los Angelave
witnessed a most exemplary leadership by Larryafaris
unique charisma in conducting community eventssaésis
all with momentums that have helped us in our &fao
build a community. | have no doubt that many of yave
witnessed firsthand his love for people. He servisdhation
with honor, humility and grace and became the paftleur
community. In my personal life, Larry Zarian hasebea
mentor with whom | have cherished fond memoriesr Ou
meetings were held in a warm and friendly atmosphér
especially remember our last television interviemhich
aired on April 28

Larry Zarian has been a legendary figure. His enibga
personality has inspired me tremendously. | speadlfi re-
member his inspirational speeches on Memorial Dais
words we all felt his passion for this great coyrdnd his
immense respect for the soldiers who sacrificedr tinees
for justice, peace and freedom.

| also remember his joy during the Grand Opening-ce
mony of the new headquarters of the Armenian Sp@ét

224



Los Angeles as he was emceeing the event. His vwauids
ressed to His Holiness Karekin Il, Catholicos df Amenians
and dignitaries were filled with respect, compassiod love.

With his kind deeds, Larry exemplified the esseota
true leader. His humble personality and his compaage
spirit indeed echo the saying “Man’s Life is thefylof God.”

May the Good Lord bless his soul and reckon him
amongst the abode of the heavenly saints and geaall the
grace of faith in abundance, so that we may fuifiland
exercise it in our God-given life without failurdmen.

“For what we are it is God’s gift to us. What we dree,
is our gift to God’

225



THE 40™ ANNUAL DEBUTANTE BALL

We are overjoyed to greet you on the occasion ef th
40" Annual Debutante Ball of the Western Diocese. Qker
years, the Debutante Ball has become recognizexh@aof
the most exciting celebrations because not onilyassocial
event that recognizes the youth of our families, ibis in
fact an event that leaves a spiritual impact onlitres of the
community of faithful. This year marks a milestomnethat
we celebrate 40 years of a beautiful traditionadnawledging
the youth of the Diocese; a tradition that takest i@ our
rich heritage of faith and culture. This magnificealebration
is a reminder of the steadfastness and perseventiee
faithful of the Armenian Apostolic Holy Church whuphold
the very essence of our being through their lovdesatvice.

Tonight we celebrate youth who have shared ACYO
camp days together and have grown to form a bond of
friendship together with the Church. Tonight weebeate 40
years of debutantes, escorts and cross bearerg, sharhom
are here to applaud as proud parents of their cetatdntes,
escorts and cross bearers. Tonight we also ceéelanad
recognize the magnificent efforts of the Ladies awry
many of whom have served tirelessly for 40 yeand, taday,
continue to bring together such an exquisite Ball.

We thank the donors and supporters of this anrueaite
We are grateful for their generous donations wigichtribute
to the well being of the Diocese and our youth. &¥egratu-
late the parents and friends and all who are gathéere
tonight, and encourage them to carry on thesetivadi that
remind us to preserve the rich culture of our Arraerheri-
tage. We pray that the 2011 Debutante Ball keepssy@ad-
fast in your loyalty to our traditions as you engaige Church
in your lives.

We wish to thank His Eminence Archbishop Vatche Hov
sepian for his crucial role as the founder andatuat of the
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Debutante Ball. He has served the flock of Chrighweve-
rence and unrelenting dedication. The faithful vellvays
recall the years of his Primacy with admiration amdiuring
affection.

We also commend the members of the Ladies Auxiliary
Committee chaired by Mrs. Cindy Norian. Their stellvork
ethic in organizing this momentous event exemdifieeir
love for Christ and the Armenian Holy Apostolic Cbilo.
May God bless and protect you and your loved ones.

We extend our pastoral blessings to all the yaanh, pray
that this evening be their celebration of tradisiohet this
40" magnificent evening be a reminder to dedicateemith
your lives and the lives of your beloved childreithwtheir
God-given legacy: the Armenian Church.
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IN HONOR OF OUR VETERANS

“The most powerful thing in the world is memory; we
have to collect our shattered memories and art thgirt
coercive laws Parouyr Sevak

November 11 is a day of remembrance for the veterans
of the United States of America. It is a day tonaken in our
memory the vision and the sacrifice of the men waondhen
who put their trust in God and served this natiath weve-
rence. It is the special time of prayer in our G@en lives
to pay homage to those men and women who will lee th
veterans of tomorrow in defense of this great lahdurs, in
order that our lives may be sheltered in peacepansperity.

Veterans are the light of this nation, for whom ae¥ter
our prayer. We offer our special prayers for thad® pur-
sue the noble mission of becoming the peacemakettseo
world, to keep our country free through their seeviand
sacrifice. We remember them with dignity and mdies firo-
mise to keep their memory with pride. On Veteramy,Dve
honor those brave men and women who have led tipec$h
this State to safety in troubled waters and willthe source
of inspiration for the children of God.
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THE CONSECRATION
OF ST. GARABED ARMENIAN CHURCH
IN RANCHO MIRAGE

“For we know that if the earthly tent we live in tes-
troyed, we have a building from God, a house notdea
with hands, eternal in the heaveris(ll Corinthians 5:1)

From the Headquarters of the Western Diocese of the
Armenian Church of North America, we extend oursbiegs
to the Rev. Fr. Krikor Zakaryan, Pastor of St. BatbArmenian
Church in Rancho Mirage, the members of the P&w@imcil,
Building Committee, Ladies Society, all auxiliargdes and
the entire faithful on the auspicious occasiorhef ¢onsecra-
tion of St. Garabed Armenian Church, the spiristadlter of
the Armenian faithful of Coachella Valley.

By the Grace of God and through the dedication and
prayers, the faithful stood firm behind the spaitaalling of
St. Gregory the Illuminator,Come, let us build the Altar of
Light” The Parish was blessed with the Kirkjan Hall.vwo
the faithful will worship in the House of God.

The Armenian Apostolic Church is a vital part okth
greater Christian body. For centuries, the Armemipostolic
Church has preserved its rich traditions and haerbe an
integral part of her people. Essentially, when eferrto the
Armenian Church, we are referring to the Armeniaopie,
for we find our identity within the blessed walld the
Armenian Apostolic Church.

Indeed, the Church is the same divine establishmeose
responsibility lies in the spiritual nourishmenthadr faithful.
We are confident that under the pastoral care eadelrship
of Rev. Fr. Krikor Zakaryan, St. Garabed Armeniamfch
in Rancho Mirage will continue to carry out the reac
mission and thrive.

On the blessed occasion of the consecration @&abed
Armenian Church in Rancho Mirage, we congratulaie gl
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and convey to you our genuine wishes. We lift otayprs
for the souls of Grand Benefactor Ed Halvajian hisdfather
Garabed Halvajian. May their souls rest in the a&bofithe
heavenly saints, for their undying legacy will feee linger
in our minds. Their generosity made it possibletfe domes
of St. Garabed Armenian Church to reach for the/éies
“Always and for everything give thanks in the namé o

our Lord Jesus Christ to God the Fathér(Ephesians 5:20)

December 19, 2011
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BLESSED IS OUR LORD!
BLESSED BE YOUR LIFE!

On the eve of the New Year and Christmas, | extend
you my heartfelt wishes and prayers. May the GooddL
bless you abundantly and fill your lives with joydaprospe-
rity in the upcoming year 2012.

We have dedicated 2012 as the Year of the Sunday
schools in the Western Diocese. The Sunday sclsotie
foundation of our faith for it secures the futufeoar Church.
Within the walls of this sacred institution ourldnen establish
a lasting relationship with our Lord and Savioruke€hrist.

The expansion and rejuvenation of the Sunday sshool
mission, alongside numerous other missions ance@iojn-
cluding the expansion of the departments of the téves
Diocese attest to the unshakable Christian faitbunfpeople.
These missions and projects are all a necessityinvthe
lives of our youth that can be realized to its fpditential
through the contribution of our faithful.

The Western Diocese is your home and we are commit-
ted to always serve you with love in the work ofdGdhe
Diocese will continue to be a vibrant institutionour com-
munity only through your participation and commitrheéo
our mission.

Let us dedicate our lives to God, to the well-bedgur
Church, the Motherland and the Mother See of Holy
Etchmiadzin; but above all, for the prosperity loktblessed
land of the United States of America, a country alhhas
granted us all the ingredients to hold firm in gpirituality
the image of God.

May the love of God inspire us all with the conssioess
of embracing Christian values, for the peace ofwtbdd and
the prosperity of the faithful.

Blessed is our Lord.

Blessed be your life.
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THE NEW YEAR

Where do we search the New Year? Do we look into a

specific timeframe? We need to make the search forour
own spiritual being. The New Year is visible whee are
renewed inwardly and spiritually. Thus the New Yisaton-
ditioned with the transformation of our inner seifhen we
are able to create the New Self, the New YearNine Per-
son within us, the New History.

The human being is a spiritual presence. We alelrav
divine spark within us. We all have the dire neecthhange
led by new hopes and aspirations.

St. Nersess the Graceful (Soorp Nersess Shnotbadly
us all through the prayers sprout from his heart:

“When you come in glory,

Remember me, O Christ,

Renewer of the old,

Renew me also,

Adorn me agairi

We make these words the prayer of our heart adettess
to God. Do we have the strength to change? Ceytamd
do. Therefore, we need to make the practical si&hen we
lead our lives with prayer and faith, we then drkedo bring
forth the light and enlighten the world.

Each year is a gift from God, a special time tofedh
the notion of self-accountability. In other wordshen we
are able to review the past and analyze it withpbeer of
prayer, we then embark on a New Life.

On the eve of the New Year, let us all cultivaténm us
a life in accordance to the divine law, with thedoof God
and the wisdom of Christ radiating from the Gospels

On the eve of the New Year, let us uplift our heda
God and exchange with our brothers and sisters gosties
and prayers. With this behavior we then createNiew Year
and instill within us the New Life.
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May the blessings of God lead our lives to newitgal
heights. This journey empowers us to search anateithe
New Life, the New Year within the depth of our gpiality.

December 31, 2011
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CHRISTMAS MESSAGE

“And put on the new nature, created after the likesse
of God in true righteousness and holinesgEphesians 4: 24).

The Blessed Birth of our Lord and Savior Jesus sElisi
the most significant miracle in the life of humanitvhich
leads it to a New Life. This New Life is conditiahé&rough
our relationship with the Almighty, as we are fillevith pra-
yer and spiritually empowered by the strength & @hris-
tian faith. For us as Christians, the New Life Insgivith the
Birth of Christ, through His Incarnation, the Destcef the
Only Begotten from Heaven for the salvation of soaf
humanity.

“Put on the new nature”

This message of St. Paul speaks to us all withuttaker-
standing that the Blessed Birth of our Lord inspitee people
of the world with the Newness of life. This by ifsembo-
dies the divine presence in the life of humanithjoh leads
us to the Newness of life, a life which ought totbe reflec-
tion of the love of God and the message of the Habgpel.
St. Paul calls on us all to put on the New Persamely
Christ, our Lord and live our lives with Christ, Ioystilling
in our hearts divine love and wisdom towards onetlzer.

We live in a world where the advancement of scieamzt
modern technology has become limitless. Howevanamity
is in dire need of the Word of God and the Lightle Gos-
pel. The person who builds the life upon the Word>od
lives a life full of spiritual and moral valuesite in accor-
dance to the good example of our Lord and Savisusle
Christ. Thus, we become the peacemakers of thelworl

“Put on the new nature created after the likeness of
God in true righteousness and holiness

The blessed Birth of our Lord and Savior Jesus<tisi
clearly the engagement of the Almighty God in ttie bf
humanity, which has paved the journey toward Gbds& who
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walk through this journey and live a life with Gadrtainly
are able to bring their share for creating a bettetd for us all.

The Birth of our Lord has transpired our peoplehwiite
vision of St. Gregory the llluminator, who saw ¢lgaand
vividly the Descent of the Son of God on the bldsseil of
Armenia. His vision remains to be the core of otwri§tian
faith. Therefore, the vision of St. Gregory shontit be dis-
closed in a specific timeframe. The vision has bpassed
on from generation to generation as the spiritwadleus of
our Christian life.

As we celebrate the Blessed Birth of Christ, ourd,.o
we relive the mission of the Armenian Church antdaseew
beginning in our lives. This celebration impliesalan im-
portant aspect: it renews in us our commitmentetdaithful
and dedicated to God and to the faith of our fahefies, but
above all to the Armenian Church and her sacreliticlas with
special homage to the martyrs of the Armenian Gieleoaf
1915.

“Put on the new naturé

Celebrate the Birth of our Lord. Our calling is tthee
live our God-given life with purity. In the creatipGod made
man to be the most perfect, thus empowering us thigh
divine gifts to make spirituality a visible stateaur identity.
God blessed us all with the Birth of Jesus and gpdlie way
for us to meet the saints and martyrs, teacherghef
Christian faith, who have lived the Birth of thaiew life.

“Christ is born and revealed. Blessed is the Rewslat
of Christ”

The Birth of our Lord is the call addressed toralma-
nity, in order that through His Birth we lead algimilar to
that of Christ, our Savior.

“Put on the new naturé

Dear faithful parents, let the Birth of Christ, dword be
the journey of your children in order that they nemfighten
their mind and thoughts with God'’s love.
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Dear youth and children, let the Birth of our Ldrelcome
the mission of your life, in order that the treeyaiur life
brings forth abundant light.

Our message is addressed to all in order that thigh
courage of your faith, you may celebrate the Bled3ieth of
Christ and make the His life mirror your own.

Dear faithful, on the auspicious occasion of thewNe
Year and the Blessed Birth of our Lord and Saviesu3
Christ, we wish you a long, healthy and prospeidas Be
firm in your commitment to live a virtuous life, lde lived
for the glory of God.

“Christ is born and revealed. Blessed is the Rewslat
of Christ”

Christmas 2012
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ARCHPRIEST FR. MOUSHEGH TASHJIAN'S
40" ANNIVERSARY OF ORDINATION AND
CONSECRATION INTO THE RIESTHOOD

From the Headquarters of the Western Diocese of the
Armenian Church, we extend to you our blessings ard
gratulate you on the auspicious occasion of yoult Afni-
versary of ordination and consecration into ther&h©rder
of the Priesthood.

Having heard the calling to serve Christ at a weyng
age, you entered the seminary of the Armenian &alrate
of Jerusalem with the vision to lead the flock dfriGt. Ser-
ving in many capacities at St. James Armenian Cla#hén
Jerusalem, you graciously accepted the invitatojoin the
ranks of clergy of the Western Diocese of the Ariaen
Church of North America. For decades, you have eskrv
with humility and grace. Since 1992, you have drkged
the faithful of St. Mary Armenian Apostolic Churoh Costa
Mesa with the light of the Gospel of our Lord araViSr Jesus
Christ. With your caring, meticulous, and passienper-
sonality, you have earned the respect of the idithé well
as the members of your community. In addition tarypas-
toral duties, you have exceptionally served theté/ediocese
on the Diocesan level.

Through your committed service, you establishesl th
Armenian Church Youth Organization (ACYO) of theriBta
To further strengthen the bond between the faithfd the
Parish, you created the “Zangag” periodical, theday school
and the AGBU Saturday school. Your vision of a peseus
future of the Armenian Apostolic Church is mostdarit in
the present day as today’s members of the youttond day
be the leaders of our community.

We commend your active involvement in the fundrgjsi
activities of the Parish enabling it to acquireaadnt facilities
within a short period of a few years. We are deéghn kno-
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wing that the success of St. Mary, as an exemgarigh, is
largely due to your ability to organize and workharmony
with the Parish Council and all auxiliary bodies.

As a “kind and loyal servant,” and a “brave pastpoli
have been blessed with the wisdom to serve witlewed
vigor and enduring affection. The clergyman oughbé¢ the
individual who yearns for a life filled with prayelt is in
prayer where he finds God’s bountiful grace bestbwpon
him. Prayer quenches his thirst, fulfills his hundgéuminates
his path, prevents his thoughts from going astag, finally,
fills his heart with the Word and Breath of God.tkVyour
commendable life and kind deeds, you are one ofdhe-
sen” from the spiritual vineyard of God. We liftrdueartfelt
prayers to the All Merciful God to bless and protgau and
your loved ones.

Dearest Fr. Moushegh, on the blessed occasioneof th
40" anniversary of your ordination and consecratidn the
Sacred Order of the Priesthood, we congratulatewlooie-
heartedly and convey to you our heartfelt wishes: €édng-
ratulations to your beloved family members inclgdirerets-
gin Silva, your children, relatives and the entaighful of St.
Mary Armenian Apostolic Church.

May the Almighty God protect you and your familydan
grace you with the everlasting love of our Lord &®alior
Jesus Christ.

“In the same way, let your light shine before others
that they may see your good deeds and glorify yBather
in heaven” (Matthew 5:16)

January 2, 2012
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THE CONSECRATION OF THE ARMENIAN
APOSTOLIC CHURCH IN SEATTLE

“Rejoice, Holy Church, Christ, the King of Heaveovans
you with His Cross, And adorns your edifice Witbrigls of
wondet” (Hymn — Feast of the Church)

From the Headquarters of the Western Diocese of the
Armenian Church of North America, we extend oursbiegs
to the Rev. Fr. Yeghia Isayan, Pastor of the Armeipos-
tolic Church in Seattle, the members of the Pa@shncil,
Ladies Society, Benefactors and Godfathers, Deaeoils
the Choir, all auxiliary bodies and the entire Hait on the
auspicious occasion of the consecration of the ArameApos-
tolic Church in Seattle, the spiritual shelter loé tArmenian
community in the State of Washington.

Our people, filled with the light of the Gospel iatthg
from the Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin, have gegtlan
all corners of the world and have built the Hou$eGod,
thus loyally backing the mission of the ArmenianlyHApos-
tolic Church.

A prayerful life is man’s most spiritually enlighieg
experience. A life filled with prayer is a life bd with God.
A collective prayer plays an essential role in imgitand
strengthening the community at large. We thankAth&er-
ciful God for granting us the vision to pray notlyom uni-
son but for one another. A continuous life of pragerifies
within us the image of God. Dedicating our livespiayer
enables us to better understand most precioudrgift our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

We live in a world where the Love of God must doatén
the essence of humanity. The prayers during thac@gon
and Consecration ceremonies were spiritual enlnghteex-
periences as we felt the presence of God within us.

The Church is the abode of the Heavenly Fathethdn
House of God, the faithful become immersed in Gabisndant
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grace. Indeed;the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, pa-
tience, kindness, goodness and faithfulnés&alatians 5: 22)

We are delighted that under the pastoral care eael-
ship of Rev. Fr. Yeghia Isayan, and the collect{ferts of
the members of the Parish Council, Ladies SocRiylding
Committee and the faithful, the Armenian Apostdlicurch
in Seattle will continue to carry out the sacredsmn and
thrive. On the blessed occasion of the consecratiothe
Armenian Apostolic Church in Seattle, we congragikgou
all and convey to you our genuine wishes. May yewgtan-
ted the wisdom of the Holy Spirit in order that ymay con-
tinue to serve with grace and humility.

“Be watchful, stand firm in your faith, be couragesu
be strong. Let all that you do be done in Igvél Corinthians
16:13)

January 13, 2012
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PREPARE FOR THE GREAT LENT

The Great Lenten Journey is a unique time in tieeok
the Christian faithful which calls on us to setdasa special
time to be with and to walk alongside Christ, oord.

This year, | have chosen seven messages for tlemn sev
weeks of the Great Lent. The author of these slect
messages (quotes), is the late Patriarch of Jemsaftchbi-
shop Yeghishe Derderian (1910-1990). Undoubtedby fol-
lowing messages help us to transform our spiritpias we
prepare ourselves to celebrate the Victorious Restion of
Christ, our Lord.

Week One: (Carnival Sunday)

“Today, fasting is not practiced properly. To maity,
has been regarded as an unnecessary burden orhirsécgl
body which has been passed down to us from ourchhur
fathers. However, our church fathers have undestoel
the importance of the healing of our soul more lsntthe
body. Through fasting, they were eager to adoptntieans
to heal the soul, thus preparing the body to becdhe
ground (soil) for the cultivation of one’s spiritiitst.”

The Carnival Sunday (Great Baregentan) is the dagnw
we make the promise to renounce from all physitzdgures
thus paving the way to walk toward God. The reaslioigthe
day, the hymns and prayers lead us to the newridge m
Christ.

Fasting is not a burden placed on our physical body
(Matthew 6:16).It is a spiritual discipline which we have
inherited from the Lord Himself and our Church fatbers.

It is also a necessity for the healing of our sqMatthew
17:20). Therefore, the Christian faithful who walks thrbug
the Lenten Journey fills the self with Divine LightTimothy
6:16). The faithful takes a promise to lead a Christ-life (]
Corinthians 11:1)but above all, while searching within the
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inner-self, he aims to identify the man createdh® image
of the Almighty GodGenesis 1:27).

Week Two:

“If fasting is a religious practice by nature, is itontent
is the preparation to walk towards God and a woaleiool
for the salvation of our souls. The human persoralso
equally graced by the spiritual gift for we havehin us the
image of the Creator. The spiritual sense withinisiger-
tainly the reflection of God’s image which reawakavithin
us the longing for Gad

Fasting is certainly a practical expression of prdr it
leads us toward God. Those who fast in a disciglimanner
deepen in their faith life the very sense that theiong to
God in purifying within themselves the image of theeator.
In our perseverance to pray and fast, we hold fuithin us
the vision to see and equally feel the presendgaaf in our
being. This unity with God leads humanity towardhcay
and the blessed life.

Week Three:

“The human person is the battleground for spiritaadi
physical encounters. On one hand, as human beirgkve our
physical body while on the other hand, we equalixelour
soul and pursue the noble aspiration to free owld $@m evil.
Therefore, humanity’s mission is to harmonize th&sesncoun-
ters in such a unique way that they can co-exisigirmony”

Fasting purifies in our human identity the ultim#tath
about the conflict between the material and thetsal. When
the physical entity defeats the spiritual, thenane distanced
and separated from God. What is expected from aistkte
spiritual within us should never be subjected. @ dontrary,
our physical bodies are intended to become the Teemip
the Almighty (I Corinthians 3:16).

Week Four:

“Each human being is a shareholder in the Divine

Nature through the spirit and the body...When ouritsfg
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weakened, it becomes the pray for the physical .bHdy-
ever, when we discipline our bodies, the soul besothe
dominant...God does not embrace the weak souls and th
weak bodies

The ultimate goal of the Great Lenten Journey ik#aol
humanity towards God. The words of the Patriaréhraost
inspiring as he concludesGbd does not embrace the weak
souls and the weak bodieé#\s we lead a life of fasting and
prayer, we expel within us the weakened soul witihen is
replaced by the Love of Christ and the presencthefAl-
mighty God.

Week Five:

“Without the perception of the conflict of the ¢pal and
the physical, we cannot realize within us the lofeChrist
which would also help us to understand the cruicfixand
the Mystery of the Resurrectiori...

The Christian faithful cannot grasp the true megroh
the Mystery of the Resurrection and cannot relatthé¢ Mi-
racle without proper preparation and fasting. Thoke walk
through the Lenten Journey are able to have thervis live
with the Victory of the Resurrection.

Week Six:

“As Christ was crucified, He then realized the udtien
sacrifice...He took upon Himself all the human suftgs
Without this aspect of Christ’s taking upon HimgbE hu-
man sufferings we would not be able to relate tm Hi

Through fasting in actuality we live a Christ-likiée.
We also become partakers in His Resurrection (Rerfdli,
Colossians 3:1). Therefore, in a sense, fastingsiawn uni-
gue way is a kind of crucifixion for we become Ghvlike
and partakers in His sufferings and crucifixion.

Week Seven:

“Faith is the possible impossible. Those who beliave
the possible are wise. Those who believe in thdastimg
are great. Those who hope for the impossible agepérfect
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amongst people...Those who love themselves, theyeasdy
worth the self. Those who love their friends aredidicated
ones. Moreover, those who love God are capablewhd
the entire world... The Great Lenten Journey is theetfor
self-criticism, self-recognition and self-enlighteent..”

Fasting is the most important tool which strengtheuar
faith as the armor against all adversities and tatigms
(Ephesians 6:10-18) which lead humanity to destractt is
a temptation when love is self-centered. The Ratria mes-
sage is most inspiring.Those who love God are capable of
loving the entire world

Beloved faithful,

Stay steadfast and apply fasting in your spiritifalin
order that you may grow in the three steps, nanself
criticism, self-recognition and self-enlightenmerttich lead
us to God. As we walk towards God, we then enter ihe
Highest State of spirituality — united with God lf&al7:21).
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HOLY WEEK

From the liturgical viewpoint, Holy Week is the mos
decorated timeframe in the Christian Church. this period
where the faithful relives the final week of Chigslife on
Earth from His triumphant entry to the Holy City itis suf-
ferings and crucifixion and finally, His VictorioResurrec-
tion.

We call upon each faithful to be immersed in thadical
life throughout Holy Week. The week-long Gospeldiegs,
the singing of the heavenly hymns, the recitatibthe heart-
felt prayers help the faithful to better understdémel essence
of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. As a keen@paint in
the liturgical life during Holy Week, the Christigaithful
surrenders his life into the compassionate Hand€lofst,
thus reawakening within him a New Life.

Herein we present the most noteworthy days of tbkly H
Week:

PALM SUNDAY

On Palm Sunday, Christ triumphantly enters Jerusale
the Holy City, where he is welcomed and greetedthsy
faithful exclaiming Hosanna. A little later we wilxamine
the act of Christ cleansing the Temple. The actmplidies
the beginning of a New Life with Christ. The paglading to
God opens through Christ.

OPENING OF THE DOORS / “TERNPATZEK”

The Opening of the Doors / Ternpatzek ceremongis p
formed in the evening on Palm Sunday. The ceremsny
symbolic in a sense that it relates to the openintpe hea-
venly doors that are reserved only for the righsedt is
necessary to include the inspirational and spitiguglifting
dialogue that occurs during the ceremony. We pteten
dialogue in its entirety without further commentary
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From the inside:

“Who are they for whom | shall open the door? Fas th
door belongs to the Lord and only the righteous reater
through it”

From outside, the priest says:
“It is not only the righteous that may enter throutgbut
also those sinners who confess and repent

From the inside:

“For this is the door to heaven and the valley afresss,
the Almighty God covenanted James — the restingeptd
the righteous, the purgatory for sinners, the Kiowgn of
Christ, the abode of the angels, the assembly efsHints,
the city of hope and the House of God

From outside, the priest says:

“Your sayings about the Holy Church are valuable and
just, since for us the Church is the pure mothemfrwhom
children of light and righteousness are born —daerit is the
path to justice and it leads us to the Heavenl\hEat

From the inside:

“Let us see our Lord Jesus Christ whose Throne is on
the Holy Altar and who calls to Him those who deading
to His will, for wherever | am, there shall be nffimal.”

From outside, the priest says:

“We are the outcome of the undiluted blood of thred$o
God. We zealously praise our Lord and Savior Jé&3usst
and exclaim in unison “Glory to your Advent, O Ldrd

From the inside:
“The Trumpet of God calls with the words “The Groom
is coming, come to him and greet Him

From outside, the priest says:
“Here | am with God'’s children trusted to me and we
wish to see Christ and hear His blessed vdice
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From the inside:

“The Creator’s voice calls and says: Come, blesédd c
dren of my Father and inherit the Kingdom promisegou
since the beginning of tinfe

MAUNDY THURSDAY

On Maundy Thursday, the liturgical-worship servafe
the Church presents the Last Supper, the Washitigedfeet
and the Sufferings of Christ. The Last Supper & ghcra-
ment of the Divine Liturgy, the pillar of the ChiacThe
faithful witness the immense sacrifice of Christhe celeb-
rant priest. This in itself is a subject of a brapectrum and
could be analyzed in great detail. The Washinghef Feet
Service represents the humility of Christ. Theiacymbo-
lic, for Christ conveys to us the notion to livédifa of humi-
lity and virtue. The sufferings of Christ clearlyptain His
willingness to endure the unbearable sufferingstierspiri-
tual salvation of humanity.

GOOD FRIDAY

The burial service of Christ is presented on Goad F
day. The significance of Good Friday lies in thdiow that
light radiates from the tomb of Christ. It is fdrid reason
that the faithful humbly sings “We praise Your lari

EASTER EVE

During the Divine Liturgy on Easter Eve, the Church
announces of the Victorious Resurrection of Chtlais
establishing the New Life of man in Christ. Forsgao two
millennia, the world has preached of the BlesseduRec-
tion of Christ. With a firm belief in the Victori@uResurrec-
tion of Christ, an insurmountable number of faithfiave
renewed their lives. They have rejected the withiem the
first Adam and have accepted in their being theoseéc
Adam. In other words, they have made a covenaiit @ad
to live lives filled with the Love of Christ.

247



HOLY EASTER

On Easter Sunday, the Church and the faithful cateb
the Victorious Resurrection of Christ. The sacrandthe
Resurrection is not a science, nor can it be naglati Holy
Easter is a spiritual feeling that cultivates tlssesmce of the
faithful. Similar to the love that binds us withrolatives,
the Resurrection of Christ ought to become an ispettual
feeling that captures our essence.

Palm Sunday, 2012

248



“HE IS NOT HERE;
FOR HE HAS RISEN”

These words are uttered by an angel of the Lortheo
women who went to see the sepulcher of Christ aindan
Sunday. There, the women are met by God’s angelinho
forms them of the Miraculous and Victorious Resction of
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ with the worHe is not
here; for He has riseri’ (Matthew 28:6)

The Victorious Resurrection of Christ is the solieatle
which transforms the essence of humanity. Oneeptiomi-
nent bishops of last century offered the followingight on
the glory of this event.The idea of the Resurrection which
brings forth the notion that life does not end e tomb, is
the light of an everlasting life within our soulhe Victorious
Resurrection of Christ is the greatest miracle df.”a
Archbishop Yeghishe Derderian, late Armenian Pathiaf
Jerusalem (1910-1990).

With the Glorious Resurrection of Christ, the Chiais
faithful affirms the new life in Christ and renewus cove-
nant with God. We speak of a New Life, where ongisha-
kable faith allows for the ability to see beyoneé ttonfines
of the material life. Empowered with the blessefl gi the
Christian Faith, one becomes a creator, an arc¢hofeloght,
a notable spiritual presence to transform lives stedr those
who are lost to the path leading to the Creatoe, Al
Merciful God.

Patriarch Archbishop Yeghishe Derderian’s ability t
illustrate the Miraculous Resurrection of Christ&ptivating
to say the leastIfi Christ's Resurrection we see the fall and
defeat of what seemed to be the unconquerable .d&atthe
soul of man bears the image of God, it is predestio exist
in eternity rather than a time franie

Indeed, the Glorious Resurrection of Christ affirthe
crushing defeat of death. The miracle of the Restion is
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the source of all miracles. For ages, humanity deepted
the mystery of the Resurrection, thus capturingnieaning
of divine life. To relinquish the concept of theragle intrin-
sically means to abandon God and to believe inief bfe
span. On the other hand, those who fill the souh whe
mystery of the Resurrection define and outlinedgbsence of
the Christian faithful — one who leads a life witle vision
of the Resurrection and one who is involved in @tEhsing
endeavors. Equipped with God’s everlasting presetiee
Christian faithful becomes a living and breathings@el.

The mystery of Christ's Resurrection has enlightene
the lives of people around the world. The outcorhéhe
Miraculous Resurrection of our Lord is revealedtlyh the
establishment of the Churchl'fie Righteous Resurrection of
Christ is His Church. As the source of the Christidestyle
and universal civilizatiori. (Patriarch Yeghishe Derderian)
In other words, the Church bears a strong reseroblan
Christ in modern society. The Church is the eterasl of
Christ’'s Miraculous Resurrection. It is the Bodwtbich we
belong — the Body of Christ which flourishes thrbugur
kind deeds.

“He is not here; for he has riseh

The period of the Great Lent was a spiritual joyrne
which brought us to the destination of the VictasdResur-
rection of Christ. As we fill our lives with prayand prepare
for spiritual rebirth, we can join the angel of Giodexclai-
ming “He is not here; for he has risen.”

As Christians, we are the One Body of Christ. In iou
ner selves, we witness the presence of Christ. \Alk with
Him on the Way to the Cross and ascend with Himrevinee
will reunite with God and live alongside the Creaato

The Armenian Apostolic Church celebrates the Resur-
rection of Christ with the following hymn — “O Lordlory
to Your Resurrection.” These words contain the esseof
our creed. If our Church fathers did not live tHeies accor-
ding to this creed, they would not have been ablevercome
numerous obstacles and surely, their legacy woane lbeen
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long erased from the pages of history. The Victmsi&®esur-
rection of Christ, in a sense is applicable toR@surrection
of our people and the spiritual reawakening of Blather-
land. The history of the Armenian people has beea of
martyrdom for we have shared the sufferings oflard and
Savior Jesus Christ. However, like Christ, we haiways
emerged Victorious over deathdue to the unbreakable chain
of miracles that has strengthened the spiritualityhe Ar-
menian people.

“He is not here; for he has riseh

The empty Tomb of Christ is a testament to Christ’s
Glorious and Victorious Resurrection and to Hisriasting
divine light that has found shelter in the hearft<Christian
faithful.

Beloved faithful,

On Holy Easter, the most significant Feast Dayhaf t
Church calendar, let us kneel before the Holy Adisia sign
of our humility, respect and honor for our Lord aBdvior
Jesus Christ. In the sacred sacrament of the Divituegy,
let us apply the mystery of His Glorious Resurmttin our
daily lives. Let us accept Holy Communion with tinéen-
tion to turn our lives over to the Lord and pasgHis divine
light to future generations in order that the gateternal
life may open before them.

“Christ Has Risen From the Dead,
Blessed is the Resurrection of Chfist

Easter, 2012
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PRAYER AT THE CALIFORNIA STATE
ASSEMBLY

Almighty God, we lift up our prayers to You with
reverence and trust to guide us and strengtherl urs @ur
calling to serve and protect the people of God. thank
You for granting us with the blessed gift of lifier besto-
wing upon us all bounties of the world and challaggus to
become Your good hands in our communities.

We pray for world peace and for all those who sudie
victims of injustice, war and poverty.

Today we pray for the souls and honor the memory of
the victims of the Armenian Genocide, the first gade of
the 20" century premeditated and perpetrated by the
Ottoman Turks in 1915.

California State Assembly’s recognition of the loeia
crime against humanity encourages the Armenian faer
community of this Great State to remain steadfashe quest
for justice. Above all, the noble act grants usitsal strength
to hold firm the essence of our Christian faitrdesoted citi-
zens of this blessed country of the United Statésmerica.

In 2015, the Armenian American community and Ar-
menians worldwide will commemorate the T0énniversary
of the Armenian Genocide. Very few survivors of therk
genocide remain and they pass on each day. Howghsr,
unconguerable spirit will live forever. We will conue to
honor their memory, thus not only as a form of essgdor
their martyrdom but also as a clear message toaibns
that the gift of life granted to us by God cannet thken
away forcibly or brutally.

We are reminded of the words of the great Rev. Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. who in his last sermon sdidke
anybody, | would like to live a long life. Longeviy has its
place. But I'm not concerned about that now. | haveseen
the promised land. | may not get there with you. Bu |
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want you to know tonight, that we, as a people, wiget to
the Promised Land!”

We are here today, with dual responsibilities asém-
ian Christians who ought to guard and cherish t@eid-gi-
ven gifts and we are also here as citizens of thieed States
of America filled with the spirit of the foundingthers of
this great nation to become exemplary leaders ofcom-
munities.

Almighty God, Bless this Assembly with their member
and their mission. Grant them divine wisdom andeld@
carry on their duties diligently, to uphold firmsfice for the
past and be the path of justice for all generatimnsome.
Amen.

April 19, 2012
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JOIN US IN BUILDING THE HOLY
MARTYRS CHAPEL

For the Armenian people, April 24, 1915, was thadro
to crucifixion. The day will forever remain as tay of re-
surrection of the Armenians, for the vision of timartyred
souls resides in the hearts of the surviving gditera

In 2015, we will commemorate the TO@nniversary of
the Armenian Genocide. To forget the systematierexina-
tion of the Armenian people by the Ottoman Empireans
to renounce the blood shed of our million and &dratestors.

As we approach the 10Ganniversary, we, as survivors
of a wounded nation shall continue on our questustice
with determined minds and reawakened spirits. Tdiks of
the martyrs shall be answered by generations teecdmme
cannot distance us from the truth, namely histbriaats.
Numerous events are planned by the Western Diottese
commemorate the 18Canniversary of the Armenian Geno-
cide one of which includes the construction of thioly
Martyrs” Chapel in the Diocesan complex. The resaihour
ancestors from the desert of Der Zor shall find aesl peace
in the Holy Martyrs Chapel.
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THE EVE OF APRIL 24

“Destroy this temple and | will raise it again in the
days” (John 2:19)

The message of our Lord and Savior Jesus Chrisbemp
wers us spiritually to understand the notion tiat Temple
Christ our Lord refers to is His Body which as aule of His
crucifixion has been laid for the salvation of humty The
message of our Lord is a clear reminder of Christishing
victory over death through His Glorious Resurrattithe
very foundation of our Christian faith.

“Destroy this temple and | will raise it again in the
days”

For nearly two thousand years, these words wereeech
in the spiritual lives of our people. Time aftemé external
forces tried to destroy the “Temple”, the essemmkidentity
of our people. The “Temple” was our Homeland, people
— the heirs of the of Armenian Holy Apostolic Churevho
physically perished yet were raised again in “thdags” just
as Christ was resurrected from the dead. Ninetgisgears
ago, the Young Turk regime carefully planned anecexed
the systematic extermination of the Armenian peoplbor-
rific chapter in our history. Ninety seven Aprilatér, sons
and daughters of the fallen martyrs and the entaton
continue to honor their blessed memory.

For Armenians, the 2D century commenced with a
woeful path to Golgotha. However, our people emenge-
torious as a result of their unshakable Christiaithf their
firm belief in the restoration of the “Temple” atite Resur-
rection of our nation.

Let us commemorate the ®anniversary of the Armen-
ian Genocide with the vision of our fallen ancestapril 24
is no longer a day of mourning and sorrow. Apri’24 a
symbol of victory for our resurrected nation.
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THE ORDINATION OF
DEACON MATTHEW ASH
INTO THE PRIESTHOOD

REFLECTIONS ON THE CALLING
TO THE PRIESTHOOD

In a book published by the Western Diocese on March
15, 2011, we reflected on the essence of a prié&’sand
his selfless pastoral servitude with the followwmgrds:

“In his pastoral life, the priest must remain awafa,
he is the guardian of his flock. Just as a sheph@bliged
to tend to his sheep, the priest has the pastdrhgation to
lead his flock closer to God by preaching the Gospeur
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and to lead an exemdlée
of a true Christiar?

“The life of a devout priest brings light and spiat
comfort to his people. In essence, Priesthood, eallang, is
very challenging and demanding; however, at theesame,
it is also the most rewarding mission in the eyiethe Lord.
Throughout our pastoral tenure, we have undersioodepth
that Priesthood is a God-entrusted mission and haxesl
Priesthood thoroughly

THE PRIEST AS A MAN OF GREAT FAITH

Through a prayerful life, the priest, as a man dat)
faith, must be awake and alert, for he represehtsstC This
challenging and serious task is entrusted to thestin order
that he may be able to tend to and lead his flock.

THE PRIEST AS THE UNIFIER

OF THE FAITHFUL IN CHRIST

The priest is the pastor and leader of his flokk, faith-
ful of Christ’'s Holy Church. Just as a shepheréngrusted
with the serious responsibility of caring for hiedk, the
priest is obliged to unite the faithful in Christaking the
Lord and Savior the very center of their lives.
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THE PRIEST AS A MESSENGER

OF GOD’'S WORD

The priest is responsible for spreading the WorGodl.
Just as Christ taught and preached, the priest follstv in
His footsteps and spread the light of His Gospltotigh his
calling, the priest is a teacher and a mentor. tlévates
souls through the Love of Christ.

THE PRIEST AS LIGHT AND SOLACE

TO THE FAITHFUL

Leading a sacrificial life, the priest becomes tigt
and solace for the faithful. In other words, théegr must
unite the faithful of the Church by delivering th¢ord of
God and leading a Christ-like life.

The life of the Priest ought to serve as an exantgtbe
faithful, for he is the representative of Christnl by
following in the footsteps of Christ will the priesruly
resemble Him and serve as a vivid example of a dife
righteousness lived for the glory of God.

THE PRIEST AS A FATHER FIGURE

The pastoral life of a priest is truly diverse andnany
ways it is similar to a shepherd who has takensheep to
pasture. The priest must always be prepared to tenbe
spiritual needs and concerns of his flock withoxtegption.
Therefore, the priest is a true father figure foreamtire com-
munity of Christ.

PRIESTHOOD IS A CALLING AND A MISSION

Words can never fully describe the Sacred Ordehef
Priesthood as this sacred sacrament can be fdlididy by
living a life in Christ.

We dedicate these reflections to Dn. Matthew Ash on
the auspicious occasion of his ordination and ocmasien
into the Sacred Order of the Priesthood. We arigliteld to
lead a young servant of Christ as he preparesdcate his
life to the mission of the Armenian Holy Aposto@dwurch.
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Dear Dn. Matthew, you have chosen the path to
righteousness which requires from you to lead e filted
with prayer. Since your return the Mother See ofyHgtch-
miadzin, we have seen in you a spiritually transied indi-
vidual. You have truly grown and matured after Hering
your theological studies. May the offerings you énageceived
from the spiritual center of All Armenians guideuyalways.
We have no doubt that you will become an alertgbrveho
shall preach the Word of God, thus enriching thetaplity
of the faithful. May you become the light and seldor the
people of God and remain steadfast in your calimtserve
without shame.”

May God’s abundant blessings accompany you on your
spiritual journey into Priesthood. We shall congnio pray
for you and Yeretzgin Ani. May the light radiatifigm the
Gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ illurtengour
path in order that you may walk with pure hearts aghteous
souls.

April 26, 2012
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MESSAGE TO THE DIOCESAN
ASSEMBLY MEMBERS

“The world and its desires pass away, but the mammwh
does the will of God lives forevér(1 John 2:17)

The truth in the Gospel of our Lord and Savior 3esu
Christ fills the lives of mankind with the love amdsdom of
the Almighty God. This message from the Letter bfJ®hn
the Evangelist clearly conveys the thought thabélis are
called to fulfill God’s will and apply it in our dlg lives.

The will of the Almighty God needs to be reflected
our collective efforts as the living sons and daaghof the
Armenian Apostolic Church just as Christ commantiesl
Apostles soon after His Glorious Resurrectivmherefore
go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing then the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holpit.”
(Matthew 28:19)

Diocesan assemblies are wonderful venues for applyi
the will of God in our Church and community livd$ey are
imperative venues to review the course of our rarssvith
true faith, and with a forgiving heart.

Through humility and renewed commitment we aim to
become the Hands of the Almighty God in the lifetioé
world in order to fulfill all duties and respondities entrus-
ted to us, thus becoming living Gospels.

| wish to share with you a reflection which hasoals
become part of my spirituality. This reflection egpressed
through words of Archbishop Desmond Tutu.

“In the Church of Saint Egidio in Rome, home of an
extraordinary community of laypeople devoted to kiog
for the poor, there is an old crucifix that portray Christ
without arms. When | asked about its importance tioe
community, |1 was told that it shows how God reli@s us to
do God’s work in the world.
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Without us, God has no eyes; without us, God has no
ears; without us, God has no arms or hands. Godeglon
us.” — Abp. Desmond Tutu

These are words which clearly define the notiort #tla
of us are engaged in the holy work of God in beconthe
arms and hands of the crucified Christ.

My dear Pastors and delegates,

Attached to my message, | present to you two skts o
reports. The first is the Annual Report (May 2011April
2012) and the second is an overview of the woth@missions
accomplished from 2003 — 2011 as a result of thieatve
participation of pastors and lay leaders of thecBge. Both
reports reflect your commitment. The scope of tloekwhat
we have accomplished is the direct result of olnesoveness
as Apostles and Ambassadors of Christ.

Today, we renew our commitment to progress ouriamss
with a new vision of our Church for the Glory of o

In the upcoming year we intend to strengthen then{fo
dation of our Diocese as we celebrate th& &5niversary of
establishment of the Western Diocese of the Arnme@iaurch
of North America.

Alongside all the standing missions, in the follogi
months | invite you all to focus on the followingelve steps:

1) Expansion of the religious mission —

Spreading of God’s Word

2) Clergy training

3) Rejuvenation of Parish life

4) Social service mission

5) Scholarships programs

6) Reorganization of the structure of St. Leon

Armenian Cathedral

7) Regional meetings

8) Campus ministry

9) Financial stability of St. Leon Armenian

Cathedral and the Diocese

10) Diocesan Endowment Fund
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11) Youth Ministry
12) Diocese and satellite missions

The Diocese and satellite missions will be crumiabur
Diocesan life. It requires from Los Angeles baskdrches
to become satellites of the Diocesan Headquameosder to
secure the expansion of certain Diocesan projduts, reju-
venating the life of the community itself as wedl securing
inter-community activities. This move will give tHearish
the opportunity to act as an extension of the Dsece

The ultimate goal of the Western Diocese togethiér w
all the Parishes is to preach the Gospel of oud laord Sa-
vior Jesus Christ and to keep firm the rich lega€your
Church in the hearts of the faithful. The nobleydamhd res-
ponsibility of each member of the Armenian Apost@ihurch
is to become an exemplary and dedicated membeheof t
Church and a respected citizen of this countrig diso note-
worthy to remind ourselves that we have the respdityg to
be the torchbearers of the sacred traditions ofaefathers
in our effort to secure the sanctity of the Mothaed, the
Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin, and the history aadred
values of our nation. It is our noble duty to inepihe young
generation with the strength of the Christian Faith

With this in mind, we declared 2012 as the Yeathef
Sunday school. Educating our youth with the prilespof
the Gospel and the Love of Christ will build a siger spiri-
tual foundation for future community leaders.

Dear Pastors and respective delegates,

We extend to you the Love of God, our genuine retspe
and gratitude for the services you continuoushdegrio the
Armenian Apostolic Church but above all, we cont@you
our passion and commitment to serve as your sgitdader.

My special thanks to Mr. Armen Hampar for his out-
standing leadership and to the members of the Bate
Council. Special thanks to Dn. Jeff Hazarian, Cludithe
Diocesan Assembly, to Dn. Steve Adams, Vice-Chhathe
Diocesan Assembly and to Ms. Lily Balian, the Stameof
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the Diocesan Assembly and to all of you for takamgactive
role in the success of the'8®nnual Assembly of the Wes-
tern Diocese.

| also thank Dn. Harout Markarian, the Executivecdi
tor of the Western Diocese for his diligent perfanmoe and
the staff members for their dedication. Speciahkisao Rev.
Fr. Zacharia Saribekyan, Pastor of St. Apkar, ® Rarish
Council and Assembly Committee members. Above lall,
convey my deepest gratitude to all the faithfuthef Western
Diocese for their undying love and commitment te #r-
menian Holy Apostolic Church.

We are pleased to announce that the recipientisf t
year's Archbishop’s Award. These individuals hawened
for their exceptional services and kind deeds thhout the
year. They are Sarkis Der Sarkissian, Derek Ghaakas
Khajag Konialian, Emma Melikyan, Silva Hagopian and
Gini Topalian.

What is our goal and our mission? Simply put, ois-m
sion revolves around building the House of God. Gual is
not to build physical structures. It is much mohnart that.
Our goal is to spread the Word of God, to tendht® $piri-
tual needs of the faithful and to provide them vatplace of
worship.

Life begins with the Church. We must strive to pass
the sacred mission of our Church to the young geiogr in
order that they may inherit the beauty and wisdbom Ar-
menian Apostolic Church has to offer.

We shall continue to lead prayerful lives in ortieren-
rich our spirituality and perform God’s Will. In oprayers,
we shall continue to beseech from the All Benevio(eod to
grace humanity with world peace, to bless and ptaotiee
Armenian Holy Apostolic Church, to grant prospetibythe
United States of America, to preserve the Motherland
the Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin and to upholé th
Throne of St. Gregory the Illluminator.
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It is with great pleasure that we announce the oo
year (2013) as the Year of the Armenian Family. Magh
family find spiritual reawakening and grow closerGod.

May, 2012
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THE 20™ ANNIVERSARY OF
CONSECRATION OF ST. MARY ARMENIAN
CHURCH OF COSTA MESA

From the spiritual center of the Western Dioces¢hef
Armenian Church of North America, we greet you wttie
love and peace of our Lord and Savior Jesus Chnst
extend to you our blessings and genuine wisheherbles-
sed occasion of the $Canniversary of consecration of St.
Mary Armenian Apostolic Church in Costa Mesa.

Since the consecration of the parish two decades&tg
Mary has been among the distinctive and exemplarigipes
of the Western Diocese. Under the dedicated eftdrésrch-
priest Fr. Moushegh Tashjian, the Parish Councd ah
auxiliary bodies, the parish has flourished. In iIARA©92,
Archpriest Fr. Moushegh Tashjian assumed the regmbty
of Pastor of the Costa Mesa Parish. On June 13.4md the
same year, the church was consecrated and nam&thSt.
Armenian Apostolic Church. The Parish grew stronged
more vibrant acquiring new property in the procé¥gs.whole-
heartedly congratulate Archpriest Fr. Moushegh Jiashas
the guardian of Christ's flock and for his commitrhen
carrying out the mission of the Armenian Holy Aot
Church.

We commend the resolute efforts of the parishioners
burning the mortgage of the church in a short traree. To
aid to the financial stability of the parish andctuver the ex-
panded religious, cultural, national, and youthivétats of
St. Mary within the Armenian community, the St. Marust
Fund was established.

On the 28 Anniversary of Consecration of St. Mary
Armenian Church in Costa Mesa, we congratulatealband
convey to you our heartfelt wishes and pastorak.ldvay
God fill all parishioners with love and wisdom inder that
under the guidance of Archpriest Fr. Moushegh Tashj
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you may continue to serve Christ our Lord with grand
humility while carrying out the God-pleasing migsiof the
Armenian Apostolic Church.

May God bless and protect St. Mary Armenian Apos-
tolic Church and shower bountiful blessings upon esri-
shioners and their loved ones.

“Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything
by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, presegybur
requests to God. And the peace of God, which tramsts
all understanding, will guard your hearts and youninds
in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 4:6-7)

May 21, 2012
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THE LAW OF CHRIST

“Carry each other’s burdens and in this way you will
fulfill the Law of Christ.” (Galatians 6:2)

Dear members of the ACYO family,

The Sports Weekend, although not a religious venue
brings youth of the ACYO for a unique fellowshighd fun-
filled weekend facilitates a new platform of friesinip and
camaraderie. Together you engage in activities hvkireng-
then your physical bodies. However, Sports Weekeands
special times for all of us to encounter God in parsonal
and collective lives. The ultimate goal of eachhganhg is
for each of us to become a witness of Christ inlites of
our fellow brothers and sistefsCarry each other’s burdens
and in this way you will fulfill the Law of Christ’ (Gala-
tians 6:2)

| convey to you my pastoral love and deep resqget.
steadfast in your Christian faith hope and love emdember
your God-given gifts which you ought to share witlany. |
also would like to thank Rev. Fr. Avedis AboviahetYouth
Director of the Western Diocese for his zealousiatbn
and committed service.

This is also the weekend when the Armenian Apastoli
Church celebrates a significant liturgical feasamely the
Feast of the Pentecost. May the Holy Spirit showym you
bountiful blessings and gifts.

May 26, 2012
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THE FEAST DAY OF PENTECOST

Today the Church celebrates Pentecost, a significan
feast in the history of Christianity. The Descehthe Holy
Spirit upon the disciples in the upper room follogithe
Ascension of our Lord into heaven is designatethasirth
and beginning of the Christian Church. Empoweredhzy
gifts of the Holy Spirit, the disciples were semioi the world
to preach the Word of God and bring people of Gearer to
the Creator. Therefore, on the Feast Day of thedeest, the
Church was set forth in the life of mankind witle tihmission
realized by the disciples as commanded by the Lord.

Pentecost becomes visible in the life of each human
being through the baptism and the confirmation.hEafcus
lives the descent of the Holy Spirit through thelyH8acra-
ments of baptism and confirmation. However, thisra gift
needs to be lived thoroughly. The divine gifts basd upon
us need to reflect in our God-given lives. In otiverds, we
ought to live a Christ-like life. We ought to lotiee world and
the people of God as Christ taught us to do sdoing so, we
truly apply the Law of God and do God’s work in therld.

Pentecost, therefore, is not only one day in dar |t is
our destiny. It is the day which reminds us albaf calling
to be a true Christian. It is the day which empames all
with the divine strength to see people as Chris$ $kem and
to partners in the work of God.

God wants us to experience His love. The descehedfioly
Spirit on Jesus’ disciples at Pentecost makesdrdhat the
divine ministry will continue. Certainly the divineinistry
continued and will continue as we become the dissipf
Jesus and see the power of the Gospel and becdamesses
of Christ in our own languages and lives. Thereftaeus all
pray fervently and see the fire in our hearts, @sfarefathers
experienced and shared their God-given gifts withpgeople
of God.
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WELCOMING OF BURBANK POLICE CHIEF
SCOTT LACHASSE
AND
WOODBURY UNIVERSITY PRESIDENT
DR. LUIS CALINGO

On a very special day when the Armenian Apostolic
Church celebrates the Feast of the Assumption.d¥1&ty, it
is an honor to greet amongst us distinguished guasd |
would even say members of St. Leon Armenian Caghedr
family Burbank Police Chief Scott LaChasse, hideamjues
and Woodbury University President Dr. Luis Calin@hief
LaChasse is accompanied by Deputy Chief Tom ArCh-
tain Ron Caruso, Captain Denis Cremins and Exeeutiv
Assistant Sherre Nakamura.

Since his arrival in January, 2010, the 32-yeaenzat of
the Los Angeles Police Department has accomplished
myriad of goals that include: assembling a top llex@m-
mand staff, reorganizing the department’s orgaoizak struc-
ture, implementing an accountability system, crepgxter-
nal oversight, updating the use of force policyd ampro-
ving officer training.

Chief LaChasse has been a close friend of the \Weste
Diocese of the Armenian Church of North Americas Hi
most genuine interest and support for the Armen@nmu-
nity is greatly appreciated. Each time we have miih
Chief LaChasse, we have extensively discussed raatk-
ted to the well-being of our community be it yoathfamily
related. Recently, through his initiative, we haatablished
a standing committee, a special task group who avbalve
the responsibility to overlook the serious andralag issue
of domestic violence.

At the Diocese, we feel it is our noble duty to nedn
our people of the importance of respect for law egrader
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due appreciation to representatives of law enfoecenThere-
fore, we welcome Chief Scott LaChasse and his aglles
with open arms and wish them well in their endeavor

We also greet amongst us a very special guest gamel
Woodbury University President Dr. Luis Calingo wie
accompanied by Director of Development Mr. Briagri.
Dr. Calingo’s association with the Armenian comntyimia-
tes back to Fresno. Dr. Calingo joins Woodbury fidomi-
nican University, where he was executive vice plasi and
chief academic officer since 2009 and earlier weandof the
School of Business and Leadership. Dr. Calingo iptesly
served as dean of the Boler School of Businesstat Car-
roll University in Cleveland; and dean of the Cgéleof Busi-
ness Administration and professor of internatidnadiness at
California State University, Long Beach; and pdsaic of
the California State University Association of Buesss
Deans, which coordinates leadership initiative2®fbusiness
schools in the CSU system.

Woodbury University and the Western Diocese have a
long-standing history which has developed over yhars.
Undoubtedly, the relationship between the two fnstns
will continue to strengthen in the years to come.

We are extremely delighted to share with our pasish
ners that Dr. Luis Calingo and Woodbury Univerdsiyard
Members have launched a extensive project in coléion
with USAID and the Western Diocese whereby 12 gitgle
will be invited to further their education at Woaadlp Uni-
versity.

Once again, we welcome you to the spiritual ceofer
the Western Diocese and convey to you our mostigenu
wishes.

August, 2012

269



“AIWA” SAN FRANCISCO AFFILIATE’S
LAUNCH CELEBRATION

We are delighted to greet with the love and pedcaio
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ g®u convene for the
Launch Celebration of the San Francisco Affiliate tioe
Armenian InternationaMWomen's Association (AIWA). We
are happy in knowing that St. Vartan Armenian Churc
Oakland is host to this auspicious gathering. WankhRev.
Fr. Hovel Ohanyan anthe organizations of St. Vartan Ar-
menian Church for their hospitality and welcomsyjrit.

Armenian women are visionaries. They continue toesh
in the fields of public service, law, science, Inesis, educa-
tion, journalism, government, entertainment, arnd lardyna-
mic world, Armenian professional women inspire witteir
leadership. They enrich the souls of the communityey
cherish their rich heritage and strengthen theltucal iden-
tity. They educate, innovate and inspire. Theytheepride
of their respective communities whose successtigatied
to their profound dedication and commitment. Arna@nivo-
men illuminate the hearts of their communities bseaof
their steadfast Christian Faith.

We greet guest speakers Katherine Sarafian, Prodifice
Pixar's Animation feature film “Brave”, Suzy Antoiam,
Vice-President of Management and Philanthropy ajb@l
Philanthropy Forum and honorary guests Nora Shiniki
Director of Erebouni Armenian School and AIWA LATAf
liate Founding Members Elizabeth Agbabian, Florand@ans,
Hermine Janoyan and Savey Tufenkian.

We commend the noble mission of AIWA of promo-
ting and enriching the social, econonaind personal advan-
cement of Armenian womenmvorldwide. May the Good
Lord grant you strength, bless you abundantly aoiley
you in your patho righteousness.

September 012
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ST. LEON ARMENIAN CATHEDRAL
THE CROWN OF OUR SPIRITUAL LIFE

St. Leon Armenian Cathedral is a glorious edifidach
radiates the Gospel of Christ, our Lord in the diva the
faithful. It can be defined d@§he Burning Bush,” wherein
the faithful can feel God’s presence, hear Hisrdiwall, and
lead lives of spiritual transformation. To an ArmanChris-
tian, a transformed life is lived according to téord of
God. It is a life of selfless service bound by live of Christ.
It is a heart molded and shaped by the Christidnegawe
have inherited from Holy Etchmiadzin. The life aof Armen-
ian Christian is a life lived with humility befotbe Armen-
ian people and the world.

The consecration of St. Leon Armenian Cathedr#hés
sacrament which unifies the Armenian faithful conmiby
under her blessed dome. Through the blessed ceyertimn
Western Diocese and her entire faithful are bagtiaace
again and are renewed in Christ.

Today, the Western Diocese embarks on a histouic jo
ney as it sets sail for new horizons. The consiecraif the
Cathedral, the rise of new churches in the pastrsgears,
the newly-ordained young priests and the numerassioms
are the cornerstones of the Diocese which shakhmex@s a
result of the unshakable Christian faith which vesréinhe-
rited from our forefathers.

Praise to the All Benevolent God for granting us th
sacred gift of life, for we co-created with the A¢nty. We
are spiritually enriched by this glorious House Rifayer,
which has instilled in the hearts of the faithfhétdesire to
be in the presence and to co-create with the Qrestde
clinging on to the everlasting thirst and hungethéar and
spread the Word of God.

This commemorative booklet, printed especially tfos
Second Anniversary of Consecration of St. Leon Aniae
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Cathedral is filled with memorable photos which lioat
historic moments in the life of the Western Dioce$be
booklet is the reflection of the unceasing praydrthe Dio-
cesan faithful. It is the result of your particijpat in a God-
pleasing endeavor, namely the sacred deed of cleouh
struction. Here, we wish to express our pastoraé land
most genuine gratitude to all donors - Benefact@sdfa-
thers and the faithful who have supported St. L&omenian
Cathedral, thus exemplifying their true Christigiris.

Today, a new life opens before us. St. Leon Armenia
Cathedral opens a divine path on which travelemspee
their love for Christ, our Lord, reassure theirdtly to the
Armenian Holy Apostolic Church and the Mother Sde o
Holy Etchmiadzin, humble themselves before andycarr
the legacy of the saints and heroes who had magle th
Homeland, Church and Culture the vision and purpafse
their lives.

Consequently, St. Leon Armenian Cathedral is artanv
tion to lead a religious life, a call to spirituglawakening, a
vision to broaden the spectrum of the Western Riece
through training and preparation of young prieststein lies
the key to strong Christian communities and a nwibeant
Diocese. The Cathedral will become the source oftsal
nourishment for the youth. To educate and ingtilhéarts of
the children and the youth the light of the GospfeChrist,
our Lord will continue to be the core mission ofeth
wondrous edifice.

“Praise the Lord, you servants of the Lord, you who
stand in the house of the Lord, in the courts ofetihouse of
our God...Praise the Lord, for the Lord is godd(Psalms
135:1-3) We lift our heartfelt prayers for the Fitl of the
Armenian Apostolic Church with these words of thealP
mist. May you continue to cherish the sacred tesshiand
traditions of the Armenian Holy Apostolic Churchdamay
the loving Hands of the Heavenly Father accompamshe
and every one of you in your life’s journey. We eseeinded
of the following words which staterhe Church is holy and
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shall serve for a holy purpose...The main purposehef
Church is to pass on the Gospel of Christ, the heays and
traditions of the Armenian Church to our people.comtri-

bute to their spiritual, national and patriotic gngh...to en-
sure hope, mercy...to hélp

“The most precious gift an Armenian Christian caregi
to civilized nations is the Armenian Churth

St. Leon Armenian Cathedral and every church is the
House of God, wherein spiritual lives are renewed ees-
tored. Inside, we stand firm on the soil of our Hdamd and
look to the beacon of light that Holy Etchmiadzin.

Beloved faithful, lead a pilgrimage to and lift ypur
heartfelt prayers under the blessed dome of St lflemen-
ian Cathedral, where the most-pleasant voice of i&dabard,
and where you find the ancestral unshakable Canidtith
sheltered in the depth of your soul.
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CELEBRATING
DEACON STEPAN GOZUMIAN’'S
50 YEARS OF SERVICE RENDERED
TO THE ARMENIAN CHURCH

“...Set an example for the believers in speech, im,lif
in love, in faith and in purity” (1 Timothy 4:12)

With great spiritual joy, we extend our pastoradsings
and convey our congratulatory wishes to St. Leomérian
Cathedral Choir Director Deacon Stepan Gozumiarthen
joyous occasion of 50 years of committed serviceleeed to
the Armenian Apostolic Church and 45 years of masgte
choral direction.

Dear Stepan Sargavag,

Attending church services at a tender age, you have
exemplified your keenness and appreciation towausicn
You have furthered your musical education and hased
your God-given grace to serve our Lord and Savesugd
Christ with the utmost devotion and humility. Ydawe and
meticulous approach to choral music have beenlgreaiued
at the Armenian Patriarchate of Constantinople etara
young age you assumed the leading role of the Cinmar
were appointed as Choir Director. As a man of gfedh
and deep religious knowledge, you renewed your comment
to serving the All Benevolent God and were ordaiasda
Deacon of the Armenian Holy Apostolic Church in I97

Your love for the Church continued to grow after es
tablishing residence in these distant shores. Driwg your
love for music, with your church-loving friends yastab-
lished the Khachadourian Choir and named it in hafidhe
late Patriarch of Constantinople His Beatitude Aishop
Karekin Khachadourian.

At your leadership and direction, the Khachadourian
Choir performed at a number of historic eventsuduig the
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1987 celebration of the Divine Liturgy presidedHg Holi-
ness Vazken |, the late Catholicos of All Armeniaais
Hollywood Bowl as thousands of faithful flocked tlaegest
amphitheater in the United States. In 1996, thecKhdour-
ian Choir performed at St. Peter Armenian ApostGlimirch
in Van Nuys during the Pontifical Celebration o€ tBivine
Liturgy by the late Catholicos of All Armenians Hiliness
Karekin I. The Hollywood Bowl was once again théting
for the Khachadourian Choir's memorable performatge
ring the Pontifical Visit of His Holiness Karekih Supreme
Patriarch and Catholicos of All Armenians in 20our
years later, during the Fourth Pontifical Visithis Holiness
Karekin 1l, the renowned Choir beautifully perforthéhe
chants of the Armenian Divine Liturgy at the Ron@atho-
lic Cathedral of Our Lady of the Angels in Los Afege On
September 11, 2010, in the most memorable perfarenan
yet, the jubilant voices of the Khachadourian Chypiaced
the blessed walls of St. Leon Armenian Cathedrathas
wondrous edifice was consecrated by His Holinessekia
Il, Supreme Patriarch and Catholicos of All Armersa

Upon his calling, a servant of Christ surrendess lte
to the Church, the “Body of Christ.” This calling service is
the epitome of one’s unwavering Christian Faithu¥Yave
responded to God's call and have served the ArmeiEs-
tolic Church and the Armenian people with honor kove.

We are delighted in knowing that you have earned th
love and respect of the Choir members and the camiynat
large. We commend your noble deed of taking orddraan-
ding role of leading St. Leon Armenian Cathedratisxed
choir.

On behalf of the Diocesan Council and the entirtifial
of the Western Diocese of the Armenian Church oftiNo
America, we wholeheartedly congratulate you onabspi-
cious occasion of your 50 years of service rendéoethe
Armenian Apostolic Church of which 45 years wereyaur
capacity as Choir Director.
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May the Good Lord bless and protect you and your
loved ones and fill you with the wisdom of the H&8pirit in
order that through God'’s divine grace you may cuorgito
serve our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ with a harhbhtrt.

“Let your light shine before men, that they may seeir
good deeds and praise your Father in heave(Matthew
5:16)

September 21, 2012
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THE 55" ANNIVERSARY OF
CONSECRTION OF ST. VARTAN
ARMENIAN APOSTOLIC CHURCH
IN OAKLAND

With great spiritual joy, we extend our blessingsRev.
Fr. Hovel Ohanyan, Parish Priest of St. Vartan Ariae
Apostolic Church in Oakland, to the members of Bagish
Council, the Ladies Society, the Choir, the DioceBalega-
tes, the auxiliary bodies and to the entire faitbfuthe occa-
sion of the 55 Anniversary of Consecration of the Parish.

The story of the parish dates back to 1929 when the
faithful community of Oakland expressed a keen rdet
build the House of God. Because of the dedicatédcatiec-
tive efforts of the “Body of Christ”, the construan of a
sanctuary to tend to the spiritual and religiousdseof the
Armenian-American community of Oakland commenced. A
life-long dream was realized in April 1957 with thensec-
ration of St. Vartan Armenian Apostolic Church.

For 55 years, St. Vartan Armenian Apostolic Church
Oakland has led the faithful to the path of righistess and
has carried over the unshakable Christian FaitBtoVartan
Mamigonian to young generation of faithful.

Since his appointment as Pastor of St. Vartan Aramen
Apostolic Church, Rev. Fr. Hovel Ohanyan has semwéh
the utmost diligence and commitment while helpiogarry
out the mission of the Parish. We are delightekintow that
he has earned the love and respect of the Parishd@othe
Ladies Society and all auxiliary bodies of St. darArmen-
ian Church. We commend the love and affection detnaied
by the Parish Council and the entire family of \&artan in
spreading the light of the Gospel of our Lord aai& Jesus
Christ and preserving the sacred traditions of Ahmenian
Holy Apostolic Church.
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On behalf of the Diocesan Council and the entirtifial
of the Western Diocese of the Armenian Church oftiNo
America, we wholeheartedly congratulate you ondhehe
auspicious occasion of the ®@nniversary of consecration
of St. Vartan Armenian Apostolic Church.

May the Good Lord bless the St. Vartan Parish dhd f
you with the wisdom of the Holy Spirit in order thander
the guidance of Rev. Fr. Hovel Ohanyan, you mayiocaa
to carry out the mission of the Church and serve Laurd
and Savior Jesus Christ with grace and humility.

September 28, 2012
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THANKSGIVING

Beloved faithful,

Although not observed in the Armenian Church calen-
dar, Thanksgiving Day must be celebrated by evéiyeo
of the United States of America. It is the day efancilia-
tion with God, the Creator, and with our parentignids and
loved ones. It is a day of spiritual transformataireach and
every one of us. Reconciliation and transformatoty oc-
curs when we deepen in our hearts the essence éfrdyer
of Thanksgiving through which we thank the All Miéut
God for all the gifts graced and bestowed uporAbsve all,
we reconfirm our commitment to share the gifts odGvith
humanity.

| wish you all a blessed Thanksgiving Day.
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EXTEND A LENDING HAND
TO THE ARMENIANS OF SYRIA

Beloved faithful,

As you well know, the news arriving from Syrian tasv
including the capitol of Damascus is bleak and wiag, to
say the least. The horrifying situation in war-t@wria has
taken a large number of lives of innocent civiliaimeluding
some Armenians.

Armenians in Syria are centralized mainly in Danuasc
and Aleppo, where organized communities, churcse®ols,
and chapters have been formed. We are in desperatkof
preserving these institutions.

In the past few weeks, the unstable civil condgitiave
been the cause infrastructural damage in Aleppe, city
where our people once prospered. We are glad ta khe
thousands of displaced Armenian refugees who waneed
to abandon their homes, have established resid@enoer
Homeland. However, we have also learned with thatAr-
menian communities in Aleppo face grave danger wé#bh
passing day.

By the Grace of God, our people have overcome nume-
rous trials and tribulations throughout centurieduding the
Armenian Genocide, the Armenian Earthquake of 1988,
civil wars in Lebanon, the war-stricken Middle Eaanhd
others. However, the Armenians have remained biaven
at times of despair, they have preserved theirtityeand
have restored their lives. Our history affirms this

Dear faithful in Christ, humanitarianism is a Chian
virtue. In the last few years, a number of natulighsters
struck America and many regions of the world. Taihful
of the Western Diocese responded with acts of gsitgr
and benevolence. Through the American Red Cros3d/\Vibs-
tern Diocese allocated relief aid in the form afafncial
assistance to those seeking help. The time has torde-
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monstrate our love and affection for our brotherd aisters
in Syria by extending our helping hands in ordeat tthey
may provide for their daily needs.

We call upon you acting upon the request of Hisi-Hol
ness Karekin Il, Supreme Patriarch and Catholicog\lb
Armenians.

We are aware that in these desperate times, a litansm
organization (Relief Aid for Armenians of Syria)shaeen
established.

Beloved faithful, we call upon the entire Armenizom-
munity to reach out to our brothers and sister$ &itheart-
felt donation.
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CHRISTMAS MESSAGE

“That your faith should not be in the wisdom of men
but in the power of God (I Corinthians 2:5)

The greatest miracle in the history of mankinchis birth
of the Son of God, our Lord and Savior Jesus Chnisthich
we perceive the power of Goduman wisdom is inadequate
to fully comprehend the power of God because linsted
in its aptitude.

The world, in its attempt to explicate the mystefythe
birth of Jesus solely through human wisdom, empties
Birth of its power of divine mystery. The descehtle Son
of God from heaven to earth can only be perceivet] un-
derstood through faith, for it led humanity to ligind life.

Christ is born and revealed!
Blessed is the Revelation of Christ!

The birth of Jesus is the revelation of God, a Bryst
that we anticipate in faith, and in His birth werqgave the
new birth of our life.

Indeed, for more than two thousand years the life o
mankind has been enlightened and transformed thréhug
birth of Jesus. Science continually recorded newniphs,
humanity established stations in the cosmic uneyete world
is now condensed in a computer, and yet the bifrthesus
always weighed more heavily and conveyed eterrbty,
cause in it humanity perceived the birth of Jesubwahat is
yet to come, while scientific achievements becamig the
new steps to ascend to God.

Therefore, look at the birth of Jesus from the pecsve
of faith, and do not try to explain divine powerdbgh hu-
man wisdom because it is greater than all humarepow

The birth of Jesus is heaven opened before mankind
which unites us to God so that we may turn oursliveo a
reflection of His light. It is not in vain that ctah fathers see
the birth of Jesus as the mystery of peace. Thédwoust
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renew itself in the birth of Jesus. His birth is tfivine miracle
in the life of the world. And the person who is nented to
His birth truly transforms his/her soul, and eveoren he/she
permeates his/her life with such vitality that we able to
see in the person the blossoming of the birth sfige

At the end of each year divine blessing awaits bherw
our spiritual life feels the need of divine enetgyebuild in
our spiritual essence the person in the image a. Gbe
birth of Jesus is truly the call to prudence sa W& may live
our life imitating the life of our Lord, freeing owspiritual
essence from all undesirable symptoms of the tandife,
from adverse habits and adornments that suffocaternvus
the birth of the new person, the humble and bemevol
individual who strives for peace. If we do not loak the
birth of Jesus in faith, and if we do not penetitdeessence
driven by divine power, then we will be much distath from
God, and the virtuous tendency in us to becomereatars
with God will be suppressed within us.

My fellow Christian, enter into the depths of yaoul
in prayer because it is only in the humility of ydeart that
you can welcome the Son of God. The Son of Godghaann
in the manger, nurtured in the love of a Pure Migtheade
His life an invitation to a life of humility, thegth to God for all.

The birth of Jesus is indeed a path opened befame m
that leads to God. In the great family of nations bloly
Church has been the gate on the path to God. Mangrg-
tions enduringly renewed their lives in the wondrdurth of
our Lord and dedicated their lives to Him. They erstood
best that to live life with Jesus means to live gpeitual and
moral life and to uphold its value as a gift fronod> Our
ancestors, attentive to the light of the presentesod,
discovered within themselves supreme mysteriesvasioins
that formed sacred values in the inner-being ofAtmenian
Christians. The perpetuity of our nation, our fasthd cul-
ture, and even more, respect toward global humaumesa
peace, and the spirit of justice and brotherhoodrgmations
is warranted by these values. The birth of our Ldedus
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reinforces in our spiritual being the divine sotttiee path of
our life may be smooth. Humanity urgently needsudure
its mind and soul with the word of God, with thedés of
the Gospel of Christ. The world of yesterday ardhig in its
history also recorded sad events caused primasilythie
absence of God in man.
Christ is born and revealed!
Blessed is the Revelation of Christ!

To celebrate the birth of Christ means to make dfe
journey with Christ. Those who take that journeydfwithin
themselves the true life and bring light to the kiad. The
great men of history are those who stayed on caaorfigeir
journey with Christ. The saints lived a life imitag the life
of Christ and thus became the fervor in the veihghe
Church.

We are at the threshold of 2013 and God will gt
new gift of 365 days. As individuals we will uphottie
value to the gift and moreover, as a community vile wp-
hold the value of the divine gifts. Man is capableccomp-
lishing so much! Nevertheless, the greatest macabry of
man remains the vision to building the spirituattiwill be
expressed tangibly in the character of the indigidthe fa-
mily structure, the community. It is with awarenessthis
that we declared 2013 the Year of the Armenian Kami
our diocese. Therefore, in all aspects of ourléteus make
the Armenian family the focus of our prayers anouthts.
The stronger the Armenian family is in faith and raio
values, the stronger will be the Armenian ChurchdAhe
stronger the Armenian Church is the better she vgllable
to accomplish her God-pleasing sacred mission, nioga)
from the nurture of the child in faith to the masbdest ser-
vices that keep the big family of the Church seamebin unity.

The birth of Christ is the miracle in the spiritdidg of
mankind that leads us to the truth. The one, whulbéis
knees before the Infant Jesus at the manger, etthinly
discover in oneself a new zeal for life, to overeoone’s
shortcomings and to give birth to courage withiesgif.
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The birth of Christ is the good news of a new tifat no
doubt we were all waiting for. Therefore, let usenpour
hearts so the Infant Jesus may be born in us. biswith
outward adornments that we will be enriched but loearts,
adorned with the birth of Jesus brings to us theefass
treasure, the true happiness, so much more thaetmeoral
and material treasures.

Christ is born and revealed!
Blessed is the Revelation of Christ!

Holy Nativity, 2013
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EASTER MESSAGE

“We have seen the Lortll(John 20:25)

These words, uttered after the Victorious ResuoBct
of Christ, embody the supreme righteousness ofsihgle
most spiritually enlightening event in history. &tgthened
by the miracle of the Christ’'s Resurrection, theosftes in-
formed the news to Thomas and to doubters like dfirthe
modern times.

“We have seen the Lord!

Contained in these words is the living image of the
Resurrection of our Lord and Savior Jesus Chiséslsence,
those who are in communion with Christ feel theedéfof
death. Through His Victorious Resurrection, Chiiahsfor-
med the life of humanity and led believers to amrk&asting
life. In the Resurrection of Christ lies divine estigth and
celestial vigor. Those who lead humble lives, traherish
the mystery of the Resurrection. The Victorious Resction
of Christ, our Lord unites them with God. Had oareffa-
thers not carried on with the sanctity of the Re=sttron of
Christ, we would surely not have inherited and bgemted
a New Armenia, a prosperous Holy Etchmiadzin amian
to broaden our horizons.

For our Church forefathers, Christ's Resurrectioasw
the source of renewalTt6 a Christian, the Resurrection of
Christ, our Savior, must become the source of besadspiri-
tual strength which enlightens dark paths, grarapdy com-
bats fear and doubt with prayer and faith, andsstip joy with
humility and generosity with greed. In summary, \etor-
ious Resurrection of Christ, the Savior strengthtres soul
with love and illuminates the path toward everlagtiife.”
(H. H. Karekin I, Catholicos of All Armenians-199%99)

The Resurrection of Christ is the light in darkndday
the life of Christ become the mirror image of owrno His
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Resurrection deeply enrooted in each of us is tidying
hope amidst the abyss.

The Resurrection of Christ calms the storm of dauriut
fear. Each time we distance ourselves from our tGreave
are reminded to look up in the Heavens where tijiat lof
Christ's Resurrection grants us strength and camdiod
reassures us of His glorious victory over death.

The Resurrection of Christ is the divine love whitiells
in the depths of our hearts. This love rejectsfatiur frailties in
order that we may walk alongside the path of Chistr
Savior.

The Resurrection of Christ reveals the divine pnese
of the Almighty God in our lives. In His GloriouseRurrec-
tion lies the foundation of the Church. Christ’'ssReection
is the supreme truth and nothing competes witlsatsctity
and virtue. If we walk with God, we inherit the Healy
Kingdom as promised by Christ, our Savior and adized
by His Glorious Resurrection.

In Christ's Resurrection, we also witness the Rbebof
the Armenian people, raised from the ashes ofaadl death.
The spiritual lives of our forefathers were tramsfed be-
cause of their firm and unwavering belief in thectdrious
Resurrection of our Lord and Savior Jesus Chrige EThe
Burning Bush,” our people envisioned the path Mesv Life
and sought spiritual comfort and nourishment in yHol
Etchmiadzin, the religious center of all Armenians.

“We have seen the LofdLet us celebrate the Victor-
ious Resurrection of Christ with the vision of awlde, with
new hopes, with renewed vigor and reawakened &atthat
we may carry on the torch of Christ's Apostles andvey
the blessed message to the younger generatiorgimxad)
“We have seen the Lofd!

“Christ is Risen from the Dead,
Blessed is the Resurrection of Christ, our Lbrd

Easter, 2013
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THE ARMENIAN FAMILY IS THE
BEDROCK OF THE ARMENIAN CHURCH

When we reflect on the mission and the stabilitythef
Armenian Apostolic Church, we must direct our foousthe
Armenian family. In other words, how can we enstire
sustainability and the progress of the ArmenianrCinif the
Armenian family, a miniature-scale representatidnttce
Armenian Church, is not a stable structure? Tinek randern
advancements cannot in any way degrade or dimithish
role and the mission of the Armenian family. Thenily is
the purpose of the functionality of the Armenianu@h. In
the Armenian Church, couples enter into the sabredtl of
marriage, and vowing before God, they create a ctawch.
The lack of morality and values in society is atited to
materialistic obsessions. When the purpose of diie’turns
into the endless quest to possess material gobisai that
exact moment when morality is destroyed and theilyam
structure is ruined.

It is our call that you attend Church services raxdy
and learn to pray as a family. Encourage your ohildto
form a bond with the Church in order that they rbajong
to the Body of Christ and may grow according torsdc
Armenian teachings. Ask yourselves such questisnisoav
frequently do we attend Church? What role doe<Ctherch
play in my life and in the life of my family? Hawee done
our part to ensure that our children are educatdioel Church?
The reason why a number of our community’s childaea
engaged in wrongdoings is due to the lack of thar€hin
their lives, for they have distanced themselvesfaur Sa-
vior. The instability and the chaos that dwells hivit our
families is due to the lack of spirituality withits core. Pa-
rents, make it your first priority to ensure thatuy children
are raised in a religious environment. Providinty dmancial
stability for your children is a sign of weaknesslas a form
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of escape. The Church and her vision must livetiamee with-
in the family, for the Armenian family must be tbaurce for
growth and progress of the Church.

We call upon all parents to fill your house witke t/ord
of God, the radiating light of the Gospel of Christis our
wish that you answer to our call and encourage gbildren
to be engaged in the life of the Armenian Holy Aptis
Church in order that they may flourish spirituadiyd distance
themselves from false teachings which stain the ekiian
Christian lifestyle and act as a hindrance to awshakable
ancestral faith.

Beloved parents, you are the Church. Be bound ¢o th
Church which stems from Christ, The Son of GodirB®I-
ved in the life of the Church through unceasing/erahum-
ble service. Involve your children and the youtheyolling
them in Sunday Schools and in youth programs. het t
Church mold, educate, and define their essences. dinly
then that you will attest to the spiritual transfation of
your families and will witness God’s love and wisdthat is
ever so present in each of the members.

The mission and the sacred duty of the Church ts no
realized solely by the clergy or the priest. We oaty suc-
ceed in the noble mission if we dedicate ourseteesollec-
tive service and provide our youth the spiritual&ation and
discipline it so dearly requires.

In his book entitledHeavenly Family (Trakhdi Unda-
nik), Khrimian Hayrig writes, “The home and the figms a
small kingdom with defined boundaries. It knowsuwence,
no sword, and no staff. It is bound by a fatheogel and a
mother’s enduring affection. People and nationsatosurvive
on bread alone; they do not thrive as citizensinfdoms.
Rather, people thrive by living lives of moralitpdavirtue.
The family is the source of both.”

In the Western Diocese of the Armenian Church of
North America, we have dedicated 2013 as the Yédhe
Family. Let our spiritual lives and our prayersaiee around
the Armenian family.
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WESTERN DIOCESE IN ACTION

“The Church in action will be the key theme in every
corner of this Diocese. New missions, projectsydigs and
policies will be initiated regularly. A flurry ofdivities will
energize our parishes, our youth and our Diocefday 3,
2003).

Since May 2003 the Western Diocese has been revital
zed with many new projects and missions. At the adrthis
growth was the consecration of numerous churchedshidve
since inspired our faithful and spread the missibthe Ar-
menian Apostolic Church to communities that hadylbeen
yearning for a spiritual and cultural presence. wenhot lose
the zeal in doing good as ooollective efforts have it the
path to the mission of the Armenian Apostolic Cliurc

Diocesan Headguarters

Arshag and Eleanor Dickranian Diocesan Complex

“The strength of a Diocese lies in its ability taysbn
the right path”

During the Primacy of Archbishop Hovnan Derderian,
the Diocesan Headquarters and the adjacent arel@swent
renovation. The renovated areas included the Néwared
Sima Kalaydjian Banquet Hall, the Paul Brothers|é&al,
the Armen Hampar Reception Room, a portion of tmia
nistrative offices and the Primate’s reception rodith the
creation of new departments and addition of sth#, next
phase of renovation and improvements is alreadlyarplan-
ning phase to accommodate for the departments erswbmp
nel within the administrative offices.

» Personnel

The expansion of Diocesan programs and missiona are
testament with the staffing of trained and prof@sal em-
ployees. In the short span of 8 years, the numbBrazesan
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employees has nearly tripled and presently totalsmémbers.
Of the 16 full-time employees, 13 hold a bachettggree or
higher and 8 of which hold post-graduate degrees fac-
credited educational institutions. In addition, ajonty of the
staff participate in continuous education programdield

specific areas to keep pace with the continuallyaading
employment landscape.

» Office of the Executive Director

At the direction of the Primate, the position oé thxe-
cutive Director was created in 2006. One of thenpry res-
ponsibilities of the Executive Director is to ens@fficiency
in management of the every-day operation of thee€se. In
addition, the Executive Director is responsibleifoplemen-
ting policies and procedures approved by the Dimtes
Council. Working under the direction of the Primatel Dio-
cesan Council, the Executive Director is also resjue in
management of all employees and all personnel rsafie
cluding employee benefits). In consultation witk frimate,
the Executive Director also recommends personnkties
and budgetary proposals. Another key element ofoffiee
of the Executive Director is to ensure all employeege
equipped with adequate resources to provide suppairt
only to the Diocese and the Diocesan Parishes Isat ta
further promote the mission of Armenian Apostolibu@ch
throughout the Western Diocese.

Harout Markarian holds a B.A. in Political Science
(California State University, Northridge) and a M.iA Pub-
lic Administration (University of San Franciscoker8ing the
Diocese since 2008.

* Religious Education Department

In 2005, the Primate issued a directive for thaoa of
an essential department within the Western Dioceseely
the Religious Education Department. Aimed at progdpiri-
tual nourishment and promoting Christian values, Reli-
gious Education Department holds weekly Bible stsghsions,
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caters to the spiritual needs of students and gesviec-
tures/seminars for Diocesan Priesthood-Candidéateaddi-
tion, the Religious Education Department is respmador
nearly 300 religious and educational publicationges its
formation in 2005.
Mashdots Jobanian holds a B.A. and M.A. in Religiou

& Philosophical Studies (Norwegian Theological Seany)
and a Recovery Ministry certificate (Fuller SemiyarSer-
ving the Diocese since 2006.

» Office of the Youth Director

The Office of the Diocesan Youth Director was reorg
nized at the discretion of the Primate. The Youihe@or
manages a separate department where various ymgrams
and missions are organized, planned and executedY®uth
Director oversees the Christian Youth Mission ten&nian
which serves to unify and strengthen the Armeniamrou-
nity by establishing a bridge between Diaspora’sitficand
Our Homeland through participation in the socialigious,
professional and cultural life of Hayastan. In didadi, the
Youth Director oversees the Armenian Church Youthgad®
nization which actively integrates its members ithie life of
the church by providing opportunities for Worsh§ervice,
Education, and Fellowship in Christ according te tloctri-
nes and traditions of the Armenian Apostolic Church

Fr. Avedis Abovian holds a B.A. and M.Div. in Rieligs
Studies (Claremont School of Theology). Servindilbeese
since 2008.

* Communications Department

The Western Diocese employs contemporary methods in
efforts to reach out to the Diocesan faithful. Maebsite of
the Western Diocese is a vital source of commuitioatith
the faithful. The weekly e-newsletter has over 8,8Qbscri-
bers. In 2012, the website will undergo a serieshanges
and will include interactive content (videos, postsa etc.).
The new changes and educational content that wilhblu-
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ded in the revamped Western Diocese website wilesrot
only as a resource for the Western Diocese faitbfulalso
the faithful of the Armenian Church throughout therld.

Sergey Arustamyan holds a B.A. in Business Admanist
tion (California State University, Northridge). Serg the
Diocese since 2009.

* TV and Media Department

In 2005, Archbishop Hovnan Derderian spearheaded a
new project with a Diocesan television programezifiThe
Voice of the Armenian Church.” The success of thegmm
was echoed throughout the community. In Februafl2@
television and media department was launched. ¢pomp-
letion of the St. Leon Cathedral, the studio of ¢ and
Media Department was opened with state-of-theearipenent.
Located adjacent to the Zorayan Museum of the \Wieste
Diocese, the TV and Media Department studio is used
taping the weekly television programs and variotieopro-
motional, spiritual and cultural programs. Presgritie Dio-
cesan programs are aired on a global Armenian mktamd
are also made available through social media ssckoa-
Tube and Facebook.

Vahe Sargsyan holds a B.A. and M.A. in Theological
Studies (Yerevan State University). Serving the&e since
2009.

Aram Mousoian holds a B.A. in Television Production
(California State University, Northridge). Servitlge Diocese
since 2010.

*  Western Diocese Endowment Fund (WDEF)

The WDEF is one of the pillars of the financial ety
and stability of the Western Diocese. Income derifrem
the fund sponsors educational programs, humamitarissions,
building projects and many other missions. Esthblisin
1979, the contributions to the Western Diocese Emaent
Fund have increased dramatically since 2003 thiiseiuex-
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panding the operations of the Western Diocese. WbdEF
is currently chaired by Ben Krikorian.

* The Aga Sargsian Library

The official opening ceremony of the Aga Sargsiamn L
rary of the Western Diocese was held on June 66 201l
was presided by His Holiness Karekin Il, Supremgifah
and Catholicos of All Armenians. The library houseser
7,000 books and periodicals, some of which have loge-
ciously donated by our faithful. Additionally, tlkempletion
of a recent project has enabled the Aga Sargsiaratyi to
make available and share its inventory of 7,006 faoks
with other libraries throughout the United States.

Hayk Madoyan holds a B.A. and M.A. in Theological
Studies (Yerevan State University). Serving the&le since
2004.

e Zorayan Museum

The official opening ceremony of the Zorayan Museum
of the Western Diocese was held on September 111, 2be
day of the consecration of St. Leon Armenian Cathledhe
ceremony was presided by His Holiness Karekin #th0li-
cos of All Armenians during his Fourth Pontificalisit to
the Western Diocese. As a well known and respectede
within the community, the Zorayan Museum has hosied
exhibits of such renowned artists as Carzou andjigim
Presently, the Zorayan Museum houses preciousriciato
and religious artifacts such as rugs, manuscnpstments,
metals and coinage. In addition, various artisieehdonated
artwork and sculptures that are currently displayedhe
Zorayan Museum. Hayk Madoyan is the current Curator
Antranik Zorayan is the current chair of the Zomaya
Museum Committee.

*  Western Diocese Summer Camp
Western Diocese Summer Camp is a 160-acre property
located in Dunlap, California about 225 miles nooththe

294



Western Diocese and St. Leon Cathedral. It is witfve
miles of the entrance to Kings Canyon and the SagNa-
tional Park at an elevation of 4,400 feet. The propoffers

a unique, serene retreat setting, perfect for cefle and
fellowship. The Western Diocese Summer Camp program
has been created to nurture the bodies, mindsspinits of
Armenian youth in a natural setting, providing emsilating
environment of community which inspires individggbwth

and the values of Christian Fellowship. AcquiredDetem-

ber 3, 1987, the Diocesan campgrounds underweantiess

of additions and renovations during the PrimacyAofhbi-
shop Derderian. Such additions included the bugldihnew

log cabins, the addition of the tennis and basketmarts,

the boat house, the placement of a cross-stondctitea -
sculpted in Armenia), and the newly completed skhafii-
sing. The Youth Director, Fr. Avedis Abovian, owss the
Summer Camp. The Summer Camp Committee and the Camp
Board are responsible for the organization and aifmer of

the camp.

St. Leon Armenian Cathedral Parish

“The vision of the Diocesan Cathedral is the crowgnin
of our faith life”

The vision of building the Diocesan Cathedral détask
to 1927, since the establishment of the Westerrcd3ie of
the Armenian Church of North America. This visioashal-
ways brought together the faithful under the leskligrof our
former Primates. It is during the Primacy of His ikemce
Archbishop Hovnan Derderian that this vision trgigined
momentum and was realized in September 2010.

The Ground blessing Ceremony of the Cathedral was
held on October 2, 2007 and was presided by Hisnelssd
Karekin II, Catholicos of All Armenians. On Septesnd1,
2010, the Pontiff presided over one of the mosteshcites
of the Armenian Apostolic Church, the consecratidrSt.
Leon Armenian Cathedral, the spiritual center efWestern
Diocese.
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Fr. Khajag Shahbazyan holds a M.Div. in Theology
(Claremont School of Theology). Serving as the d?ast St.
Leon Cathedral since 2010.

Diocesan Clergy

“A clergyman, as a humble servant of the Churchhbug
to extend to the flock of Christ an invitation toew life”

The number of clergy within the Western Diocesé¢hef
Armenian Church of North America is among the hgihe
the world. As communities get larger, the needpfastoral
care and guidance becomes greater. Over ten clergym
were invited to the Western Diocese for administeaior
pastoral duties since 2003.

»  Stewardship Program

In 2004, in order to address pastoral shortagesrasult
of retiring clergy and an expanding Diocese, tren@tdship
Program of the Western Diocese of the Armenian €hof
North America was re-organized by Diocesan Primdatd-
bishop Hovnan Derderian. The Stewardship Commiitee
currently chaired by Dr. Vahram Biricik.

By the Grace of God and the financial support ajdet
san faithful, five (5) young clergymen have beedaared
since 2008 and have taken on challenging pastesagma
ments within their respective communities. Thesmpsing
young priests have dedicated their lives to seraungLord
and Savior Jesus Christ and the Armenian Apos@iiarch.
They include:

Rev. Fr. Avedis Abovian

(Ordained in May 2008 — currently serving as WD

Youth Director)

Rev. Fr. Khajag Shahbazyan

(Ordained in May 2008 — currently serving as Pastor

of St. Leon Armenian Cathedral)

Rev. Fr. Nerses Hayrapetyan

(Ordained in October 2008 — currently serving

as Pastor of St. Sarkis, Santa Clarita)
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Rev. Fr. Krikor Zakaryan

(Ordained in October 2009 — currently serving
as Pastor of St. Garabed, Rancho Mirage)
Rev. Fr. Mesrob Ash

(Ordained in Arpil 2012 — currently serving

as pastor of St. John, San Francisco)

Present Priesthood-Candidates
of the Western Diocese:

Dn. Sarkis Alanjian

Dn. Guzh Khachikyan

Dn. Mkrtich Ksachikyan

Dn. Hovnan Vardanyan

» Deacons and Acolytes

St. Stephen the Protodeacon is the vivid example of
selfless and dedicated service to Christ and Hisir€h
Since his election as Primate, Archbishop Hovnard®ean
has ordained a great number of acolytes, sub-deaaond
deacons enriching the Western Diocese of the Arameni
Church of North America with devout servants of i€thr
102 Deacons, 108 Sub-Deacons, 62 stole-bearers)eamty
300 acolytes have been ordained throughout the aifest
Diocese since 2003.

New and Mission Parishes

“The establishment of parishes within the Western
Diocese is one of the most crucial missions, ashwile
formation of each parish, a new family is forméd

Since the founding of the Western Diocese 84 yagos
up until the Primacy of Archbishop Hovnan Derdeyitire
Western Diocese had 25 parishes under its jurisdicin
the last nine years, eight properties were acquaredi nine
mission parishes were formed.

Newly Consecrated churches
- St. Peter, Glendale (Consecrated January 4, 2004)
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St. Gregory the Illluminator, Pasadena

(Consecrated September 29, 2007)
St. Kevork, Portland (Consecrated March 22, 2009)
St. Apkar, Scottsdale

(Consecrated September 20, 2009)
St. Sarkis, Santa Clarita

(Consecrated December 20, 2009)
St. Leon Armenian Cathedral

(Consecrated September 11, 2010)
St. Garabed, Rancho Mirage

(Consecrated January 7, 2012)
Holy Resurrection, Seattle

(Consecration January 14, 2012)

New Mission Parishes

Denver, Colorado
Albuquerque, New Mexico
Boise, ldaho

Palmdale, California
Ventura County, California
Victorville, California
Riverside, California
Carmel, California

Salt Lake City, Utah

It is worth mentioning that new properties werelacsf
for the Crescenta Valley, Las Vegas, and San Do
shes. The adjacent property to St. Mary Armeniansiglic
Church was also acquired as part of the expansmreps of
the parish. The Taglyan Cultural Complex was bugkt to
St. John Garabed Armenian Church in Hollywood amal t
Kirkjan Hall was built adjacent to St. Garabed anBho Mirage.

Missions in Armenia

“Armenia is an everlasting truth.”.

Etchmiadzin Children’s Fund (ECF)
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The Etchmiadzin Children’s Fund, a mission whiansi
to reach out to the orphans and financially disathged
children in Armenia (up until the age of 16), iseoaf the
dearest to the heart of the Primate. Establishethgluhe
Primacy of His Eminence Archbishop Vatche Hovsepian
much of the success of the ECF has been recorddaein
recent years. A vivid proof of this statement ie tumber of
sponsored children. Initially, 250 children receiiemancial
assistance. Today, the number has more than doublese
to 600 children receive financial support through efforts
of kind-hearted individuals. The sponsorship lelas also
increased from $250 to $365 ($1/day). The ECF Cdtemi
is currently chaired by Gayane Tatoulian.

 Mer Hooys — House of Hope

“Hope does not disappoint, because the love of God
has been poured out within our hearts through theokt
Spirit who was given to y% are the words of St. Paul the
Apostle in his Epistle to the Romans (chapter Se&ér.) The
dedicated individuals of the Mer Hooys-House of Elopis-
sion have instilled in the hearts of Armenian orghahis
exact message of hope.

Mer Hooys’ mission is to provide opportunities &arhie-
ving a productive and secure future to many youhgts in
Armenia who have outgrown their childhood homesin
phanages or who come from disadvantaged lifestyts.
Hooys provides housing and a family environmentyfming
women in need and reaches out to both young men and
women from disadvantaged lifestyles who otherwieshno
hope of receiving higher level education, job skillaining
and life skills development. The Mer Hooys Comneitie
currently chaired by Hon. Adrienne Krikorian.

*  Christian Youth Mission to Armenia (CYMA)

CYMA was established by Archbishop Hovnan Derder-
ian in Canada in 1992. At the time, the acronynodttor
Canadian Youth Mission to Armenia. After his elentito
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the Primacy of the Western Diocese of the Arme@aarch
of North America, CYMA was incorporated into théeliof
the Western Diocese as Christian Youth Mission tménia
and began to flourish.

Through CYMA, Armenian youth connect with their
spiritual and cultural identity. Some of the adies during
the trip include visiting spiritual and cultural maments,
internship opportunities amongst various institogiointer-
action with youth from around the world, and intugtion to
contemporary Armenian society. Fr. Avedis Aboviarem
sees the CYMA mission and the current chair forGYeMA
committee is Armine Semirdjian.

e Sister Church Program

The Sister Church Program was founded on the basis
provide financial support to the churches in Arnaei@onsi-
dering that the Diocese of Gougark is presentlgire need
of a helping hand, the Western Diocese soughttél vo
extend a helping hand to the historical churchdsonty to
the Diocese of Gougark but also to many others.

Participating Parishes in the Sister Church Program
include:

- St. John Garabed, Hollywood — Holy Resurrection
(Diocese of Armauvir)

- St. John Garabed, San Diego — St. John Mkrtich
(Diocese of Artsakh)

- St. Gregory the llluminator, Pasadena — St. Mary
(Diocese of Gougark)

- St. Peter, Van Nuys — St. Sarkis and parish in Berd
(Stepanavan)

- St. Mary, Costa Mesa — St. Mary (Tashir)

- St. John, San Francisco — St. John (Sisian)

- St. James, Los Angeles — St. Gregory the lllummato
(Goris)

- St. Kevork, Glendale — the Savior (Musa Ler borgugh
and Holy Resurrection (Parakar)
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- Armenian Church of Crescenta Valley — St. Nshan
(Village of Gai)

- St. Leon Armenian Cathedral — St. Kevork Cathedral
(Thilisi, Georgia)

- St. Garabed, Rancho Mirage — Diocese of Georgia

- St. Paul, Fresno — Village of Tsovinar Sunday Sthoo
(Diocese of Gegharkunik)

- St. Vartan, Oakland — St. Mariané (Ashtarak)

- Armenian Church of Riverside and Armenian
Church of La Verne — St. Narekatsi (Alaverdi)

* Completed Projects in Armenia

In recent years, a number of dedicated faithfulabee
involved in church building projects in Armenia. Anyg
them included Diocesan benefactors Mr. and Mrs.al@er
and Patricia Turpanjian who sponsored the comp&teva-
tion of the Harichavank monastery and the adjattezdlogi-
cal seminary. Others include benefactors Bedros Amia
Oruncakciel whose generosity made it possible tier kuil-
ding of the Conference Hall and the Gymnasium & ¢fo-
ther See of Holy Etchmiadzin. St. Leon Cathedralli@e
thers and Diocesan Benefactors Drs. Petros anch&diagl-
yan made a generous contribution to the libraryhef Mo-
ther See of Holy Etchmiadzin in memory of Dr. Yeghi
Taglyan. The church in the village of Berd undertixaamp-
lete renovation due to the generosity of the latecEsan
benefactor John Stevens.

Lastly, with the active participation of Diocesaanke-
factors, more than a million dollars was raised tfoe Ste-
wardship Fund of the Mother See of Holy EtchmiadZine
funds will be allocated for the education, religgowaining
and pastoral preparation of future clergymen ofAh@enian
Apostolic Church.

Academic Involvement — Schools & Universities
“We must make it our mission to instill in the hsat
the youth the unshakable Christian faith of our fChu
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forefathers in order that they may walk alongsided@&nd
be immersed in His love

For most of Armenian history, the Armenian Apostoli
Church has been a vital source of education. Sdrtieeanost
brilliant minds in Armenian history including Stalag, St.
Mesrob, Movses of Khoren, Ananias of Shirak, Dathd
Unbeatable, Gregory of Narek, St. Nerses the Guateive
been educated in the ancient Armenian monasteéshvat
the time served as educational centers.

The Western Diocese of the Armenian Church of North
America continues educating the youth in effortpiteserve
our Christian faith, our rich heritage and our igkynin these
distant shores.

The Diocese is actively engaged in the curriculum o
five Armenian Schools. They include AGBU Manoogian-
Demirdjian School, AGBU Vatche and Tamar Manoukian
School, T.C.A. Arshag Dickranian School, Little Agtg Art
School and Alfred and Marguerite Hovsepian Schialli-
gious courses are offered in the above mentionbdds.
Diocesan Saturday and Sunday Schools also offereAian
classes with a revised curriculum. On several oconas
throughout the year, the Primate pays pastoratsvisi the
local schools where he meets with the studentsiltiaend
PTO members.

In addition to the above grade schools, the Western
Diocese has established relationships with thefoiig uni-
versities: University of California Los Angeles, iersity of
Southern California, Woodbury University, Univeysibf
California Santa Barbara, University of Califorrfsan Diego,
and Claremont School of Theology.

Subcommittees and Auxiliary

Various subcommittees and auxiliaries within theswWe
tern Diocese help promote the mission of the Armeni
Apostolic Church through a wide range of projeBislow is
a list of notable subcommittees and auxiliarieshimitthe
Western Diocese.
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Primate’s Circle of Friends

Ladies Society Central Council
Ladies Auxiliary

Armenian Church Youth Organization
Junior Godfathers

Protocol Committee

Ecumenical and Inter-Faith Relations

Organizations

The Armenian Diaspora is rich with associations and

organizations that strive to preserve the Armendentity
and promote Armenian values. As the spiritual aeofehe
community, the Western Diocese strives to estalfisid
mutual relations with many organizations and asgmns
not only within the Armenian community but withimmet
community at large.

The Western Diocese collaborates with the following

organizations:

0] Armenian General Benevolent Union
Ararat Home of Los Angeles
Armenia Fund, Inc.
United Armenian Fund
Armenian Medical Association of California
Armenian Bone Marrow Donor Registry
Armenian Bar Association
Hye Geen Circle
Organization of Istanbul Armenians
Armenian Society of Los Angeles
Knights of Vartan
Armenian National Council
Tekeyan Cultural Association
Nor Serount Cultural Association
The American Red Cross
World Vision
Glendale Adventist Medical Center
Glendale Memorial Hospital
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Claremont School of Theology
Loyola Marymount University
Huffington Ecumenical Institute
Woodbury University
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